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FORM OF A PEACE PETITION. 

' ' 1847~’48. 

To the House of Representatives and Senate o] the 


United States of America. 

We tho subscribers, inhabitants of-— and 

vicinity, lovers of peaoe, believing the Mexican 
war to have been unjust in its beginnings, oppres¬ 
sive in its oharaoter and bearings upon all con¬ 
cerned, and worse than a blot upon the pages of 
our national history, beg leave respectfully to ask 
Congress to take a reverse of measures upon the whole 
matter. We wish there may be no more slave ter¬ 
ritory. We wish there may be'no more war 

cause of war. We therefore hope you may _ 

your attention to redressing the grievances of all 
who have been injured by said war, in America, 
and especially‘in Mexico. We desire that our 
nation may never attempt to aoqnire or hold any 
territory upon a plea of conquest. We wish res¬ 
titution to be made, wherever it is yet possible, 
and the whole matter so disposed that a just and 
merciful God can again look oomplacently upon 
us, and those who havo been enemies shall have 
the best inducements to friendship. And may 
the blessing of our Heavenly Father soon do- 
scend, in our country, upon a most meroiful and 
noble-minded Government and People. 


Warren, (O.,) October 3D, 1847. 

Mr. Editor ; I was trained up in Now England, 
to think that our country was the sweetest and 
noblest spot on earth—the city of refuge for the 
whole world—the great exemplar of free Govern¬ 
ments—the nourisber of Christianity and Chris¬ 
tian missionaries—the pioneer school of the use¬ 
ful arts and sciences—a name synonymous with 
integrity—-of friendly and faithful commerce with 
all the nations of the earth—a spot where the 
sympathies of peace-loving Christianity have 
made the wilderness to blossom like the rose— 
where the gospel Sun has nourished up into life 
and fruitfulness many noble slips of the True 
Vine—a spot of early light and hope for the mil¬ 
lennial morning, where the first daylight had 
gilded the tops of the mountains of our earthly 
Zion, before the present clouds had settled in 
blackness upon them. “ Pray for the peace of Je¬ 
rusalem; they shall prosper that love thee.” “If 
I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand for¬ 
get her cunning.” 

Although in some respeots in unexampled pros¬ 
perity, our country now shows signals of distress. 
Countrymen, the matter is known to you. A war 
of conquest, of oppression, waged by the United 


ui OTmiumi, Ui uppi-essiuii, wageu oy me i 

States of North America against a feeble_ 

Republic, in the middle of the nineteenth centu¬ 
ry ! Men being slain by hundreds for no crime! 
A new national debt, to be worked out of the in- 
nooent laborers of- America, to pay for the slaugh¬ 
ter of unoffending human brothers, of the North 
as well as the South! Why, now, may not the 
rude barbarian, whose dark and remote shores our 
flag may visit, write upon its ample-folds, “FRA¬ 
TRICIDE ? ” To what spot of earth shall he now 
look for a few rgys of Heaven’s reflected light, if 
God shall withdraw the light of his countenance 
from us ? And what people will He next raise up 
to do His pleasure, if we are lost? 

The memorial should be drafted in language 
explicit, simple, kind, and as briffiy as tho nature of 
the oaso will admit; and that without delay, un¬ 
less it might be thought advisable to call a meet¬ 
ing to discuss the matter. When sufficiently cir¬ 
culated and signed, the memorial should be neatly 
folded or rolled up, and sent to some faithful 
member of the body to which it may be addressed, 
remembering that, if it please God, such efforts will 
have an effect upon legislators at the capital as 
is voters at home; and we shall have done 


“ BleSBOd is lio that oonsifleieth the poor, the L 
liver him in the time of trouble.” 


In 1844 an Asylum was started at Cincinnati, 
for the poor Colored Orphans of Ohio, by several 
benevolent ladies. They purchased a large build¬ 
ing for $1,000, which is paid, except $1(K>. The 
- house needs repairing to the amount of $400, to 
make it oomfortoble and convenient for the recep¬ 
tion of one hundred children’, who will be receiv¬ 
ed, if the means of support for them can be ob¬ 
tained. 

The Asylum was chartered in 1845. It has 
nine faithful trustees and other necessary directors 
only, some of whom, Judge Bellamy Storer says, 
“ I am personally acquainted with, and they have, 
my perfect confidence; and, from the mode in 
which the institution is managed, I have no doubt 
that any contributions the agent may receive from 
the friends of tho colored people will be faith¬ 


fully and judiciously applied.” And S. P. Chase, 
Esq., Bays: “ I know the institution to be 'every nay 
worthy of aid? , 

There aro only fifteen ehildron in tho Asylnm 
at present; and the reason for this small number 
is the want of means to take care of a greater. 
The institution has never received any foreign 
help, but $100 from Philadelphia. It is for you, 
friends Of God and his poor, to say whether the 
trustees shall have what is needed to carry on 
this great and good work. The trustees ask you, 
“ Shall we have one spot of earth—one house.—where 
our poor and destitute may find relief and shelter frc~ 
the storm ? ” Who will say, yes ? Hear what tl 
True Democrat,, of the 2d of Ootober, says: “We 
trust that those who are called upon to give, will 
remember that our beautiful Republican laws do 
not extend the same blessing to colored ohildren 
that they do to white ; hence, if they are educated 
at all, it has to be accomplished by their own per¬ 
severance, against deep-rooted prejudice, and 
with what little they may obtain from benevolent 
friends.” And tho Oberlin Evangelist, of tho 13th 
of Ootober, speaks as follows: “ The poor Colored 
Orphans of Ohio appeal to the philanthropists and 
Christians of our country for aid. State patron¬ 
age befriends all other orphans, but passes by these 
on the other side. Other institutions for theblind, 
for the deaf and dumb, for the insane, find friends 
and patrons. Shall this, alone, established for a 
class not less helpless and desolate than they, ap¬ 
peal to the friends of bleeding humanity in vain ? 
Who so affectingly dependent on humane charity 
as tfley whom public sentiment cramps with disa¬ 
bilities, and loads down with obloquy—for whom 
legislative oare provides no instruction in their 
youth, and no succor in their poverty and sickness ? 
Such a class as this, existing in a Christian land, 
must of course rest their cause on an appeal to 
the hearts of Christian and philanthropic men 
and women throughout the country. Shall it be 
in vain?” We repeat it, Shall it be in vain? 
God repeats it, SHALL IT BE IN VAIN? 
Should it be in vain, it will be regretted, when 
Jesus shall say, “As muoh ns ye did it riot unto 
one of the least of these, ye did it not unto mo.” 

• ' William P. Newman, Agent. 

P. S. Money, provisions, articles of clothing, 
bedding, &c., will be thankfully received, and may 
be sent to the agent. 

Oberlin, Lorain County, Ohio, 


?0 REFORMERS AT THE S( 


It speaks of h 


It from the land where pines the slave In fetters! 

. '' tern rebuke of wrong? 

to the despairing, 

Be firm, be strong. 

The day has come when all unholy power 
Shall tremble for its deeds of vengeance done, 
Uplifted hands shall trace their crimson record 


Limits are set to the dark reign of terror, 


Thank Godt 


th has men who dare to speak; 


Begin to break. 

Boomed is oppression, henceforth and forever; 
rT ‘—- 1 the arm that bursts the tyrant’! 

“ Their father land.” 

The strong old pillar! 


Hail to th 


Totter and tremble to__ . 

An earthquake’s power, a mighty re 
Treads or 


God speed the day, we hail its glorious dawning— 
Bay that shall bless the free, and free the slave— 
Bay when the relies of that standing horror 


Onward,though wronged, di 


Hath swept your soil. 


'Twcro worth the price of all ye do or 


sd with the blood of battle, 


id footprints stained wi 


There comes a day, and it shall crown yon 
Suoh laurels as ne'er graced a Cmsar’s 1: 
Shall yet be yours, though hot may be the 


For the National Era. 

LETTER OF THEODORE PARKER, OF MAS¬ 
SACHUSETTS, TO THE PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


[continued.] 


IV. 


EFFECTS OF SLAVERY ON POPULATION. 

Let us next consider tho Effects 6f Slavery on 
the Increase of Numbers, as Bhown by the great 
movements of the population in the North and 
South. 

In 1790, the present free States—New Eng¬ 
land, Now York, N ew Jersey, and Pennsylvania— 
contained 1,968,455 persons ; the slave States, 
1,961,372. In 1840, tho same slave States—Del¬ 
aware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky—contained 
5,470,800; the samo free States, 6,767,082. In 
fifty years, those slave States had increased 179 
per cent.; those freo States 243 per cent., or with 


64 per cent greater rapidity. 

In 1790, the entire population of all the slave 
States was 1,061,372 ; in 1840, including the new 
slave States, 7,334,431 ; while the population of 
the free States—inoluding the new ones—was 
9,728,922. The slave States had increased 279 
per cent; the free, 394—the latter increasing 
with a rapidity 115 per cent, greater than the 
former. 

In 1810, the new slave States—Louisiana, Mis¬ 
sissippi, Alabama, Arkansas, Tennessee, Missouri, 
and Kentucky—contained 805,991 persons; the 
new free States—Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michi¬ 
gan-contained but 272,324. But, in 1810, those 
new slave States, with the addition of Florida, 
contained 3,409,132, while the population of the 
new free States, with the addition of Wisconsin 
and Iowa, contained 2,967,840. In fifty years, 
the new slave States had increased 323 per cent., 
and the new free States 1,090 per cent. 

In 1790, the whole free population of the pres¬ 
et free States was 1,930,125; the free popula¬ 
tion of the present slave States and Territories 
was 1,394,847. The difference in the number of 
free persons in the North and South was only 
535,278. But in 1840, the free population of the 
free States and Territories was 9,727,893; the 
free population of the slave States and Territories 
only 4,848,105; the difference between the two was 
1,879,788. In fifty years, the free persons in tho 
slave States had increased 247 per cent.; the free 
persons of the free States 404 per cent. It is true, 
something has been added to the North by immi¬ 
gration from abroad, but the accessions which the 
South has received by the purchase of Louisiana 
and Florida, by the immigration of enterprising 
men from the North, and by the importation of 
slaves, is perhaps more than adequate to balanoo 
the Northern increase by foreign immigration. 

The Southern States have great advantages over 
the Northern, in soil, climate, and situation ; they 
have a monopoly of the tropical productions so 
greatly sought by all Northern nations; they have 
superior facilities for the acquisition of wealth, 
and through that for the rapid increase of popu¬ 
lation. In some countries, the advance of both is 
retarded by oppressive legislation. Of this, the 
South cannot complain, as it will by and by ap¬ 
pear. The new land lay nearer to the old South- 
rn States than the old free States, and that not 
’infested with Indians” to the same extent with 
the soil sinoe conquered and oolonized by the em¬ 
igrants from the Northern States. The differ¬ 
ence of the increase of tho-two in wealth and 
numbers, is to be ascribed, therefore, to the differ¬ 
ent institutions of the two sections of the land. 


EFFECTS Olf SLAVERY ON EBUCATION. 

Let us now look at the effects of slavery on the 
intellectual, moral, and religious development of 
the people. The effect on the intellectual, moral, 
and religious condition of the slSve is easily un¬ 
derstood. He is only continued in slavery by re¬ 
straining him from the civilization of mankind in 
this age. His mind, conscience, soul—all his no¬ 
bler powers—must be kept in a state of inferior 
development, otherwise he will not be a slave in 
the nineteenth century, and in the United States. 
In comparison with the intellectual culture of 
their masters, tho slaves are a mass of barbarians; 
still more emphatically, when compared with the 
free institutions of the North—they are savages. 
This is not a mere matter of inference; the fact is 
substantiated by the notorious testimony of slave¬ 
holders themselves. In 1834, the Synod of South 
Carolina and Georgia' reported that the slaves 
“may justly be considered the Heathen of this 
country, and will bear comparison with the Hea- 


| then of any part of the world.” “They are des- 
I titute of the privileges of the Gospel, and over 
I will be, under the present state of things.” In 
• all the slave States, says the Synod, there are 
“ not twelve men exclusively devoted to the reli¬ 
gious instruction of tho negroes.” Of the regular 
ministers, “but a very small portion pay any at¬ 
tention to them.” “We know of but five churches 
in the slaveholding States built exclusively for 
their use,” and “ there is not sufficient room for 
them in the white churches for their accommoda¬ 
tion.” “ They are unable to read, as custom, or 
law, and generally both, prohibit their instruc¬ 
tion. They have no Bible—no family altars; and 
when in affliction, sickness, or death, they have 
ne minister to address to them the consolations 
of the Gospel, nor to bury them with solemn and 
appropriate services.” They may sometimes be 
petted and caressed as children and toys; they are 
never treated as men. 

“ Heathenism,” says another Southern authori¬ 
ty, “ is as real in the slave States as in the South 
Sea Islands.” “ Chastity is no virtue among them 
[the slaves;] its violation neither injures female 
character in their own estimation, nor that of 
their mistress.” Where there is no marriage 
recognised by the State or Church as legal and 
permanent between slaves—where the female 
slave is wholly in her master’s power—how can it 
be otherwise? Said the Roman proverb, “Noth¬ 
ing is unlawful for the master to his slave.” 
When men are counted as things, instruments of 
husbandry, separable limbs of the master, and re¬ 
tained in subjugation by oxternal force and the 
prohibition of all manly culture, the effect of sla¬ 
very on its victim is so obvious, that no more 
need be said thereof. 

Tho effect of slavery on the intellectual, moral, 
and religious condition of the free population- ol 
the South, is not so obvious, perhaps, at first 
sight. But a comparison with tho free States 
will render that also plain. 

All attempts at the improvement of the hum¬ 
bler and more exposed portions of society^ the 
perishing and dangerous olasses thereof, originate 
in the free States. It is there that men originate 
societies for the Reform of Prisons, the Preven¬ 
tion of Crime, Pauperism, Intemperance, Licen¬ 
tiousness, and Ignorance. There Bpring up Edu¬ 
cation Societies, Bible Societies, Peace Societies, 
Societies for teaching Christianity in foreign and 
barbarous lands. There, too, are the learned and 
philosophical societies, for the study of science, 
letters, and art. Whence come the men of supe¬ 
rior education, who occupy the pulpits, exeroise 
the professions of law and medicine, or fill the 
chairs of the professors in the colleges of the 
Union ? Almost all from the North, from the free 
States. There is preaching everywhere. But 
search the whole Southern States for the last 
seven-and-forty years, and it were hard to show 
a single preacher of any eminenoe in any pulpit 
of a slaveholding State—a single clergyman re¬ 
markable for ability in his calling, for great ideas, 
for eloquence, elsewhere so oheap—or even for 
learning! Even expositions and commentaries 
on the Bible, the most common clerical produc¬ 
tions, are the work of the North alone. 

Whence come the distinguished authors of 
America? The poets—Bryant, Longfellow, Whit¬ 
tier; historians—Sparks, Prescott, Bancroft; ju¬ 
rists—Parsons, Wheaton, Story, Kent; whence 
Irving, Chnnning, Emerson; whence all the sci¬ 
entific men. the men of thought, who represent 
the Nation’s loftier consciousness? All from the 
free States, north of Mason and Dixon’s line! 

Few works of any literary or scientifio value 
have been written in this country in any of the 
slave States; few even get reprinted there. Com¬ 
pare the works which issue from tho press of 
New Orleans, Savannah, Charleston, Norfolk, 
Baltimore, with sneh as come from Philadelphia. 
New York, and Boston—even from Lowell and 
Cincinnati; compare but the booksellers’ stock 
in those several cities, and the difference between 
the cultivation of the more eduoated classes of 
the South and North is apparent at a glance. 

But. leaving general considerations of this sort, 
let us look at facts. In 1671, Sir William Berltc- 
ly. Governor of Virginia, said, “I thank God 
thkt there ure no free schools nor printing presses 
[in Virginia,] and 1 hope we shall not have them 
these hundred years.” -In .1840, in the fifteen 
slave States and Territories, there were at the 
various primary schools 201,085 scholars; at the 
various primary schools of thefree States 1,626,028. 
The State of Ohio alone had 218,609 scholars at 
her primary schools—17,524 more than all the 
fifteen slave States. South Carolina had 12,520 
such scholars, and Rhode Island, 17,355. New 
York alone had 502,367. 

[to be continued.] 


The white man sat, at the closo of day, 
’Neath the vine-shade at his door, 
Watching the bright light fade away 
Far hill and valley o’er; 

He mused, but not on the purple shade 
Which in the valley slept, 

Nor thought of the golden flood of light 
Which the western hills enwrapt. 


He looked upon ripening fields of grain, 
That sway’d in the evening breeze, 
Like waves which, when the sunset sinks, 
Swell over the western seas; 

On verdant lawn, and wooded knoll, 


All bathed in the mellow light, 
Ho gaz’d with an eye which seem’d 
’Tis a sweetly pleasant sight. 


Ay, it was to him a pleasant sight; 

For those fields of golden grain 
Shall ere long swell his ample hoard 
With the yellow gold of gain; 

And the vcTdant fields and shadowy wood, • 
Which the hues of sunset dyed. 

Were all his own; ’tis no wonder, then, 

Pie should gaze on them with pride. 

Adown the distant river’s tide, 

A palaoe of the wave 
Gave to the wind her banners gay, 

While faintly swelling stave 
Stole through the twilight from her deck, 

A sweet, familiar strain, 

Which many a glorious deed has blent, 
Columbia, with thy name. 

He thought of the deeds his sires had done, 
When broke was the tyrant's chain— 

He thought of the freedom their blood had won 
On many a battle plain— 

He thought of his country’s wealth and power, 
Far felt over land and sea; 

And he said in his heart, Oh! native land, 

I well may be proud of thee. 


He lean’d him baok in his easy chair, 
With drowsy, half-shut eye, 

While the balmy evening silent drew 
In her dusty mantle nigh. 

As thus he sat, a wondrous change 
Came hill and valley o’er, 

And all to him seem’d wild and strange, 
Till he knew the scene no more. 


What form stalks forth in the twilight dim? 

What shadow is on the air? 

Whence comes that unknown visiter, 
Mysterious—silent—there ? 

He bore him with a noble mien 
And conquering hero’s tread, 

And a single eagle-feather graced 
Like a plume his lofty head. 

The blanket wrap’d round the tawny breast, 
With an air a king might own— 

The yellow deer-skin moccasin, 

With jowel’d beads bestrown— 

The raven lock—the eye of night., 

The dark brows underneath— 

And the wampum belt around him girt, 
Proolaim him an Indian chief. 


Like a sculptur’d hero of marble stone, 
By some ruin’d temple grey, 

Sublime ’mid pillars broken—prono— 
In the moonbeam’s doubtful ray 
He stood, as motionless and stern— 
With a look as high and bold, 

And a port majestio as was e’er 
Carved out in sculpture old. 


With arm outstretch’d he pointed where 
Fair fields so late had lain, 

All glowing beneath the sunset’s rays, 
And rich with the golden grain. 

Lo ! leafy forests, tall and old, 
Enshadow’d all the land; 

And wild and free, by hill and stream, 
Room’d the Indian hunter band. 


They chased the doer ’neath the arches high, 
Or rous’d from his slumbering lair 
The snarling.wolf, the panther dread, 

Or the black and surly bear. 

Their drink drip’d down from the old grey rock, 
Their couch was the bear-skin rude, 

And by the wigwam fires they slept, 

In Nature’s solitudo. 

The stranger came to their hunting grounds, 
From over the western sea; 


He trampled upon their fathers’ graves, 
Beneath tho greenwood tree; 

His axe was heard in tfic forest still, 

Ringing out in the grand old wood— 

They were Bavage men; with fiery hearts— 
They sought redressiin blood. 

But th’ invader’s rifle tim’d their ranks; 

They were brave, but they fought in vain; 
And the red man’s bonis were left to blanch 
On hill-side and battle plain. 

Oh! say not that ’twas travely done, 

Tell me not of the Indian’s crime— 

Though his hands Were iteep’d in thy brother’s 

Pale Btranger, tho fault was thine. 


Slowly, slowly, it paled sway, 
That vision of other days. 


Tint by tint, as from thi skies 
Had faded the sunset’s rays. 

Dim grew the form of the phantom chief, 
While his stern, repriaohful eye, 

Gleam’d brighter, until Its light was changed 
To a star in the western sky. 

But other forms oame slowly on, 

Sad men of a darker hue:— 

Why look they with such downcast eyes ? 

Why walk they two and two ? 

List! ’tis the sound of the cruel lash! 

They are slaves unto market driven. 

Look! they are women marching there 
In chains, ’neath the starry heaven! 

Oh! this was the saddest sight of all; 

Not oven the battle plain, 

Though drench’d in blood, and cover’d o’er 
With the livid, ghastly slain, 

‘ ■ *s such sorrow in my breast; 
r the dead can never know 


B Tort 


What degradation, toil, and shame, 
The whip and chain bestow. 


’Twas a dream—a dream, and nothing more— 
He said, as it dim’d away; 

But the smile was gone from the dreamer’s lip, 
Like the golden light of day, 

Which gilded so late the western hills, 

And a shade of gloom o’eroast 
His sadden’d eye and thoughtful brow, 

As into his home he pass’d. 

Edward D. Howard. 

Orwell, December, 1847. 


OBITUARY. 


Died, at his residence, near Ripley, Brown 
county, Ohio, Mr. David Rankin, son of the Rev. 
John Rankin, aged 28 years, 3 months, and 7 days. 

From childhood, Mr. Rankin maintained a fair 
character, being free from the vices that often 
tarnish the conduct of youth ; he was pure in his 
morals. He was an industrious, affectionate, and 
obedient son, an honor to his parents. He was a 
good citizen, a kind neighbor, and had a heart to 
feel for the poor and the oppressed, and to give 
them aid whenever opportunity offered. As a 
husband, he was faithful and loving; and as a 
father, he was affectionate. His house was a 
habitation of love and peace. 

At an early age, Mr. Rankin became a subject 
of religious impression, and made a hopeful pro¬ 
fession of religion, and united with the church, 
of which his father was pastor, and maintained 
to the end of life a fair Christian reputation. 

During a long-protraeted illness, he was a sam¬ 
ple of patience; and although anxious to live for 
the sake of his beloved family, yet he resigned 
himself to the will of his Heavenly Father, and 
manifested no fear of death. Being asked by 
his father respecting his salvation, he replied, 
that he had long since settled that question. At 
another time he said that, had he deferred his 
preparation for death until the time of his sick¬ 
ness, he should have found it an unfavorable sea¬ 
son for vuoh an important work. In fervent, au- 
,nniB prayer^no nungelf, Lio wife, and 


children, to God, and implored his,_. 

for the objeots of his aiRciUx that ho was soon 
to leave, bereaved of a husband and father’s aid. 
On (Jhriamias night, about twelve o’clock, he 
yielded up his spirit to God who gave it; and, 
just as the earthly Sabbath commenced, he, it is 
believed, entered upon an eternal Sabbath; and 
while friends wept and deplored his death, he, a 
purified spirit, united with the redeemed around 
the throne of God in the song—“ Unto Him that 
loved us, and washed us from oar sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God, his Father—to Him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

His death has been deeply felt by his aged pa¬ 
rents, iu whose affection he shared most deeply.' 
This is the first, out of fourteen children, one of 
them adopted, that they have been oalled to fol¬ 
low to the grave. He left a wife and three help¬ 
less children, to deplore the loss of a loving hus¬ 
band and a tender father. He died in peaoe; 
and although iu the prime of life, yet it is be¬ 
lieved has attained the great end of existence— 
eternal life. 

“ Mark the perfect man, and behold the up¬ 
right ; for the end<>f that man is peaoe!” 


A message was received from the House, 
nounoing tho passage of tho'bill exempting 
sels employed in transporting colored emigrants 
to Africa from certain legal provisions; also, the 
passage of the joint resolution to authorize on the 
public grounds the erection of the Washington 
Monument. 

Muoh time was consumed in debate upon a bill 
reported by the Committee on Patents, forthe re¬ 
newal of a patent. It was at length passed over 
informally. 

Mr. Benton gave notioe of a bill to amen# . 
Articles of War in relation to oertain prooce ’’tags 
before courts martial. 

Mr. Dix then addressed the Senate on the’ Pen 
Regiment Bill, till a late hour, when Mr. P' : ‘ lps 
obtained'the floor, and the Senate adjourned. 

House. —A motion having yesterday been made 
to reconsider the resolution terminating debate 
on the President’s message to-day, the Speaker 
announced it as the first business in order. 

A call of the House was moved, and .the yeas 
and nays taken on this motion. Lost—yeas 71, 
nays 81. It was moved to lay the motion to re¬ 
consider on the table. Yeas and nays called— 
yeas 96, nays 100. Question taken by yeas and 
nays on the* motion to reconsider—yeas 102, nays 
98. The question now recurring on the resolu¬ 
tion to terminate debate, it was, on motion, laid 
upon the table—yeas 105, nays 95. 

Several communications were received from the 
Departments, and a few Senate bills of little im¬ 
portance passed. The House then resolved itself 
into Committe of the Whole on the reference of 
the President’s message^ and Mr. Palfrey address¬ 
ed the Committee for an hour, chiefly in reply to 
the speech of Mr. Giingman. A full report, pre¬ 
pared for the National Era, is commenced in 
another column. 

Mr. Henley followed, in general support of the 
Administration. 

The Committee rose, and the House adjourned. 

January 27. 

Senate. —The Vice, President laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Department of 
State, showing the number of American seamen 
registered during the year. 

Mr. Benton presented a memorial from Colonel 
Fremont, praying an investigation by a commit¬ 
tee into olaims on the Government originating in 
California, partly in the establishment of the in¬ 
dependence of that country, Before the wax was 
declared, partly in carrying on military opera¬ 
tions under authority of the United States, and 
afterwards in supporting the civil government 

Mr. Bagby desired to offer a supplemental res¬ 
olution, as follows: 

Resolved, That neither the people nor the Le¬ 
gislature of a Territory have any constitutional 
power to exclude slavery from such territory; and 
that the people or Legislature of a Territory pos¬ 
sess no other politioai power than such as is del¬ 
egated to them by Congress in the act authorizing 
them to form a Territorial Government. And 
inasmuch as Congress has no power to exclude or 
prohibit slavery in any territory of the United 
States, they cannot delegate such a power to the 
Legislature of a Territory or the people thereof. 

On motion, Jesse E. Dow was admitted to the 
reporter’s seat in the gallery. 

According to notice, Mr. Benton introduced a 
bill to amend the 65th and 91st Artiolea of War. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
Ten Regiment Bill, and Mr. Phelps spoke in op¬ 
position to it till near four o’clock, when he gave 
way for a motion to adjourn. 

House.— The resolution recommitted a few 
days sinoe, authorizing the employment of a suit¬ 
able person to oompile from the Journals of the 
House a list of the private claims that have been 
presented to Congress, from the 14th to the 20th 
Congress, was again reported with oertain amend¬ 
ments, which were agreed to; and the House then 
I St 0k Wiflle on, 

j ' mr. Thompson, of Indiana, obtained the floor, 
and made a very animated speech against thepol- 
ioy of the Administration. He was followed by 
Mr. Rhett, who disoussed several constitutional 
questions, relating to the war power, in opposition 
to tho views of Mr. Thompson. 

Mr. Goggin, of Virginia, then got the floor, the 
Committee rose, and the House-adjourned. 


SUPREME COURT. 


January 25.—No. 145. Mary Ann Van Ness vs. 
Cornelius P. Van Ness, administrator of John P. 
Van Ness. In error to the Circuit Court United 
States for Washington. Mr. ChicfJustice Taney 
delivered the opinion of the Court,'dismissing the 
case for the want of jurisdiction. 1 

No. 204. R. Helm, J. Larue, ef al., appellants; 
vs. S. R. Campbell et al. On the motion of Mr. 
Thomas, this appeal from the Circuit Court Uni¬ 
ted States for Tennessee was docketed and dis¬ 
missed with costs. 

No. 14. M. Luther, plaintiff in error, vs. L. M. 
Borden ct al. The argument continued by Mr. 
Hallett for the plaintiff in error. 

January 26.—On the motion of Mr. Clifford, 
Charles O’Connor, Esq., of New York, was ad¬ 
mitted an attorhey and counsellor of this Court. 

On the motion of Mr. Webster, W. P. Fessen¬ 
den, Esq., of Maine, was admitted arq attorney 
and counsellor of this Court. 

No. 29. D. S. Stacey, administrator of C. S. 

ee, vs. J. B. Thrasher, for the uso of Wm. Sel¬ 
lers. In error to the Circuit Court of the United 
States for Louisiana. Mr. Justice Grier deliv¬ 
ered the opinion of this. Court, reversing the 
judgment of the said Circuit Court, with costs, 
and remanding this cause, to be prooeeded with in 
oonfornnty to the opinion of this Court. 

No. 14. M. Luther, plaintiff in error, vs. L. M. 
Borden et al. The argument continued by Mr. 
Whipple, for the defendants ii 


January 27.—No. 14. Martin Luther, plaintiff 
5 " error, vs. Luther M. Borden et al. The argu- 
lt continued by Mr. Webster for the defend- 
sin error. 


January 28.—No. 14. Martin Luther, plaintiff' 
l error, vs. Luther M. Borden et al. The argu- 
lent concluded by Mr. Clifford for the plaintiff 


Adjourned till Monday, at 11 o’olook. 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 


FIRST SESSION. 


January 25. 

Senate. — In Continuation. —The resolution sub¬ 
mitted by Mr. Bagby, noticed in our last report, 
were the following: 

Resolved, That Congress has no constitutional 
iwer to abolish or to prohibit slavery in any 
tate or Territory in this Union. 

Resolved, That conquest is a legitimate means 
of acquiring Territory, and so recognised by the 


laws and the universal practice of civilized n 


by the United States, either by treaty or con¬ 
quest, it shall not be competent for the treaty¬ 
making power, or Congress, to exclude slavery 
from such territory, either by treaty stipulation 
or by act of Congress: but suoh territory shall 
be equally free and open to the citizens of all the 
United States, without any limitation, prohibition, 
"v restriction, in regard to slaves or any other de- 
xiption of property whatsoever. 


'hey were laid upon the table and, ordered to 
be printed, Mr. Bagby indicating his purpose to 
discuss them at some future period. 

A bill reported by Mr. Davis, from the Com¬ 
mittee on Military Affairs, to provide idditional 
quarters near New Orleans for soldiera going to 
or returning from Mexico, was takei up, put 
through the ordinary readings, and then passed. 


January, 26. 

Senate. —Mr. Hunter presented the memorial 
of the President of William and Mary College, 
in the State of Virginia, praying compensation 
for the use of, and damage to, the Collie build¬ 
ing, by the French troops, during the Revolution¬ 
ary war; which was referred to the Committee 
“ Revolutionary Claims. 


SPEECH OF MR. TUCK, 

In Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union, 
January 19. 

(AN EXTRACT) 

Now,- before this Government made any further 
progress, even of one step, he wished to know— 
the People of the United States wished to know— 
if that sentiment was well founded. They were 
anxidus to know if the Constitution, by which 
this Union was cemented, required this Govern¬ 
ment to support the institution of slavery ? 

This was a point which must be settled. If they 
had a jurisdiction which authorized them to bus. 
tain it, they must necessarily possess the power by 
whioh they could restrain it. 

Let gentlemen from the South consider wheth¬ 
er to establish a construction whioh makes it our 
duty to sustain slavery, will not inevitably intro¬ 
duce the doctrine that we may constitutionally 
restrain and abolish it. Let us have a construc¬ 
tion liberal for the purposes of slavery and of 
freedom also ; but not a construction freo os re¬ 
gards slavery, but strict as regards freedom. 

It is because the entire strength of tho Execu¬ 
tive branch of the General Government has been 
put forth to strengthen and maintain the institu¬ 
tion of slavery, that the people of the free States 
have become alarmed tod excited upon this sub¬ 
ject ; it is because our Secretaries of State and 
diplomatic ministers have dared to stretch forth the 
Btrong arm of the General Government for the 
protection of slavery, that we of the North have 
shown suoh deep sensibility on this subject. Is it 
not just and right that we of the North should 
take this stand ? Are wo to sit still, with our 
arms folded, and behold all the great functionaries 
of this Government wielding its vast power in de¬ 
fence of an institution which we all abhor, and 
which we contend is not known nor even reoog- 
nised in the Constitution ? Do not Southern gen¬ 
tlemen perceive, that if the power of the General 
Government may be wielded in defence of their 
peouliar institution, the time may oome when the 
same power may be invoked to restrain and to 
suppress it. 

When our forefathers met to form the Consti¬ 
tution, they came from every section. Those who 
came from the North oame with feelings of bitter 
hostility to and abhorrence of slavery. They had 
oome crowned with laurels from the revolutionary 
conflict. They had just written, in charaotors of 
living light, the Declaration—the truth of whioh 
they had sustained with their blood—that men 
are born free and equal. They had said; 

“We know no crime in color’d skin, 

N or think the Ued above 


The children of his love. 
To them a oharter he unfurl 
A birthright, fair 


’Twas freedom to the world.” 

Suoh was the sentiment of tho men of the 
North, who had perilled their lives, their for¬ 
tunes, and their sacred honor, in defence of the 
principles of universal liberty, and of the doc¬ 
trine that liberty is the gift of God, and not of 
any Government or Potentate. With suoh senti¬ 
ments, they went to the work of forming a Con¬ 
stitution. They went with a deep and settled and 
immovable prejudice against the Institution of 
slavery, to whioh the South clung as neoossary to 
their prosperity They believed that when the 
child first breathed he was furnished with a oharter 
from God, whioh seoured to him life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness; and, unless the history of 
tho world shall be falsified for the future, we oan- 
not take away that right and be safe; for the God 
above will send upon us fearful retributions for 
acting in violation of the rights whioh ho has 


Laboring under the difficulties and dangers of 
this difference between the North and the South, 
as shown by the debates, in regard to slavery, the 
entire oontrol of the institution was reserved to 
the States wherein it existed. Nothing in regard 
to it was delegated to the General Government, 
but the States were left in tho samo position as 
under the Confederation. To make this still 
plainer, article tenth of the amendments was 
adopted, by which it was declared that the pow¬ 
ers not delegated were “ reserved to the States 
respectively, or to the People.” Suoh was the 
sentiment on which the compact was based, and 
in that spirit the North has always acted. But 
there was a great mistake pervading the minds of 
many men in relation to the Anti-Slavery move¬ 
ment. Perhaps he himself did not fully under¬ 
stand it; yet he was certain that he should not 
abandon his deep settled convictions in regard to 
the policy of tho Government, and a free expres¬ 
sion of them, because of being denounced as an 
Abolitionist. He had long since resolved to oare 
more about the correctness of his opinions than 
about the epithets that it might suit the interests 
the malice of some people to apply to him. 


Ho admitted there were difficulties that 
rounded the subject, but* he claimed exemption 
from all connection with tho institution. This 
was a position whioh he had assumed elsewhere, 
as well as here. Gentlemen had talked of tho 
fanaticism of Abolitionists, but they should bear 
in mind that the excitement in this country in 
relation to the institution of slavery had grown 
out of the aggressions of the slave power on tho 
free States, and in consequence of its having been 
proclaimed to the world that we live undor a Con. 
stitution thatoompels this whole Union to sustain 


of this Union, and introduced agitation and dan¬ 
ger into the halls of Congress; but it was the 
fanatioism of Slavery, and not of Anti-Slavery. 
I oharge the President with fanatioism, not only 
for involving us in war in behalf of slavery, but 
for recommending in his message to the two 
Houses of Congress, that they should take the 
money of the nation and pay, not for slaves, but 
rather for free men unsuccessfully attempted to 
be reduced to bondage by Spanish pirates. Suoh 
a recommendation ought at once to meet with an 
emphatic condemnation. 

Mr. T. hero referred to the exactions of the 
slave power, not only in tho monopoly of influ¬ 
ence, patronage, and oflioe, but also iu applying 
the national purse and army to subserve slavery. 
He said, at the olose of tho war of 1812, a large 
number of fugitive slaves, free negroes, and In¬ 
dians, established a settlement in Florida, on the 
Apalachioola river, built a fort, and oommened 
the cultivation of the neighboring oountry ; but 
our national forces, paid for their servioe by a 
common treasury, in obedience to the request of 
slaveholders, attaoked that fort, blew up the mag¬ 
azine, destroyed three hundred negroes on the 
spot, and returned several hundred more to bond¬ 
age. This-was the valley of Wyoming on the 
esoutcheon of slavery, and would not bo forgotten. 

He also said the Seminole war and the millions 
spent in it were in defence of and for tho exten¬ 
sion of slavery. He spoke of the enactment of 
slave laws in the Distriot of Columbia, whioh 
had within a few days countenanced kidnapping 
and crime worse than murder, under their own 
eyes. He said that Northern Representatives 
did not dare to inquire into these evils, on aooount 
of their subservience to slavery. 

He alluded to the expenditures in negotiations 
to reoover indemnity from England and other na¬ 
tions for self-emancipated slaves, and to prevent 
West Indian emancipation. He said it was be¬ 
lieved til timul-i./lu nf Til 1111 mi u Rod I,...... -old 


lieved that hundreds of millions had been paid, 
to sustain, defend, and indemnify slavery, prior to 
the Mexican difficulties. Talk not of fanaticism 
at the North against slavery, when such immense 
sums have been exacted from us for its suppert. 
Talk rather of the fanatioism of those who un- 
dwstand their mission to be to propagate slavery; 
who announced in legislative resolutions that it 
is a problem yet to be solved, whether a Republi¬ 
can Government can long continue which docs 
not tolerate domestio slavery. 


SPEECH OF MR. PALFREY, 

OF MASSACHUSETTS, 

On the Political Aspect of the Slave Question. 

(In Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. Jan¬ 
uary 20, 1848.) 

M-r. Chairman : On the 22d day of December— 
a day consecrated to all time by the first pressure 
of the footsteps of the martyrs of liberty on the 
shore of this Western World, desecrated to all 


time by the consummation, at the other end of this 
Capitol, of the moasures taken by the champions 
of Slavery for the admission of a foreign nation 
into this Union, for the purpose of strengthening 
and perpetuating that institution—the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. Clinuman) addressed 
this Committee on what,, in the pamphlet publi- I 
cation of his remarks, ho has oalled t ae )Pyl)ftcal I 
Aspect of Hurnlsa, moderation, 

and dignity, i am not sure that his speech will 
not permanently connect yet another class of as¬ 
sociations with that famous date. I see in it evi¬ 
dence that the time has passed away when it was 
thought necessary to banish this great question 
from the deliberations of this Hall. I joyfully ac¬ 
cept the omen. I see other indications of the 
same welcome improvement in the state of feeling 
around us. It is but a little while sinoe I read 
two artiolea in the “ Southern Review” on this 
subjeot, of whioh the temper and tone were as 
commendable as the argument seemed to me falla¬ 
cious. I understand that there has been a plan 
for a newspaper in this Distriot, to be devoted to 
the interests of Southern Slavery. And, on the 
other hand, apian has not only been projected, but 
executed, for the establishment of a papor with the 
opposite design, (The National Era.) it is con¬ 
ducted with distinguished ability, and, I am told, 
enjoys a wide circulation. There were some 
threats of violenoe, I believe, at first, but they 
came to nothing. The friends of Liberty, it seems, 
have at last a fair field. Give them that, and they 
ask no favor. 

I was not so fortunate, Mr. Chairman, as to 
hear tho whole of the argument of the gentleman 
from North Carolina, some engagements having 
called me out of the hall whilo he was addressing 
the Committoe. I read the report of it the noxt 
morning in tho Intelligenoer, and oame to my seat 
expecting to make some comments upon it, if * 
opportunity should occur. But immediately 
the reading of the Journal, the death of one of 
our associates was announced, and the House ad¬ 
journed over to the next week. For the few days, 
within the last two weeks, that the House has 
again been in Committee on the Message, other 
subjects—Internal Improvements, the Treasury 
Report, tho Mexican War—obtained its atten¬ 
tion, and the interest created by the gentleman 
from North Carolina in the subject whioh he 
treated, had passed away. On the last, day but 
two of the session of the Committee, it was reviv¬ 
ed by the remarks of my friend from New Hamp¬ 
shire, (Mr. Tuox,) and the gentleman from Mary¬ 
land, (Mr. McLane.) 1 attempted yesterday to 
get the floor, but unsuccessfully, till just before 
the Committee rose. 

The gentleman from Maryland, if I understood 
him, expressed on opinion that the subjeot of sla¬ 
very was unsuitable to be introduced into the dis¬ 
cussions of this House. [Mr. McLane assented.] 
1 am of a different mind. X think the gentleman 
from North Carolina is right upon that point. 
But, if there be any question about it, I beg it 
may be remembered that it is not the enemies of 
slavery who havo introduced the discussion into 
the proceedings of this Thirtieth Congress of the 
United States. At the beginning of this Congress, 
in the very first set speech, if X mistake not, it was 
introduced by a member from a slaveholding 
State, representing, I suppose, a slavoholding con¬ 
stituency. in this Congress, it is the South that 
has thrown down the gauntlet. 

I said that in my opinion the gentleman from 
North Carolina was right in introducing the sub¬ 
ject; and I am struck with the propriety of the 
title whioh he gives to his published remarks— 
The Politioai Aspect of the Slave Question. Sir, 
it is the great political question of the country, 
and has been from the beginning of this century, 
though not hitherto so prominent as now. It is 
tho question whioh underlies all other great ques¬ 
tions, and determines their solution. 

Sir, the gentleman tells me nothing when he 
says (page 8) that the free interest of this coun¬ 
try is secure, because “ the Free States are in the 
ascondanoy in all the branches of the Government; 
and their majority of more than fifty votes on this 
floor, and in the electoral colleges, is greater than 
they ever had in former times.” It is true, not¬ 
withstanding some singular facts, themselves 
growing out of the fact of the extension of Sla¬ 
very and of the Slave Power, under the forms of 
the Constitution, in a way never contemplated by 
the framers of that instrument. It is true, not¬ 
withstanding that Ohio and New York together 
have only 4 representatives in the other branch 
of the Legislature, 55 in this, and 59’in the Elec¬ 
toral Colleges, while fifteen Slave States, (all 
except Virginia.) with an aggregate free popula¬ 
tion only about as- large as the population of New 
York and Ohio together, have 30 votes in the 
other House, 78 in this, and 108 in the election of 
President and Vice President. What the gentle¬ 
man says is true, notwithstanding this singular 
distribution of political power which the introduc¬ 
tion of new Slave States has brought about. But it 
is not all the truth. The gentleman did not intend 
to disguise anything; but some furthor facts, 
bearing on this point, did not suit tho purpose of 


his argument. The free population of tho United 
States, aeoording to the census of 1840, amounted 
to not far from fifteen millions; tho slaveholders, 
at a liberal estimate, were not more than three 
hundred thousand;—fourteen millions and a half 
against three hundred thousand, a numerical pre¬ 
ponderance among the free population, in the pro¬ 
portion of nearly fifty to one, in favor of the free 
interest.* In the Presidential election of 1844, 
thore were about three millions of voters; be¬ 


tween one hundred and one huudYbd and fifty 
thousan’d of these voters were hoi ’ of slaves; 
that is, the majority of non-slav ling voters 
over slaveholding, was somewhe • atweon two 
millions seven hundred thousand Jgfchroemil¬ 
lions—a disproportion of twenty to one. 

But is tho gentleman to be to! • me, of the 
power whioh can bo exerted by tu oncentratod 
energies of an active oligarchy, p -ad over a 
oountry, intent on a single policy, . bound to¬ 
gether by a common intelligence t a common 
interest?—how, with its over watt a\ ambition, 
it will take the lead of the busy and inert masses— 
' '* ~ intimidate and overt-, ve the weak, 


beguilo and conciliate the easy, and bribe the 
mercenary, among those who can influence the 
public voioe? Fifteen years ago tliore was a 
great oxoitement in this country, and a powerful 
party was organized, against the institution of 
Freo Masonry. The oharge was, (I do not enter 
into the merits of the controversy,) that that in¬ 
stitution had been the cause of the death of a citi¬ 
zen, and that it was an irresponsible power, 
Bpread like net-work over tho land, and compact¬ 
ed by oaths and symbols whioh gave it an omni¬ 
potent unity and seoreey of action. But how 
many more lives of oitizens have been sacrificed 
to the Masonry of the Slaveholders, and how 
much more perfect is their mutual understanding, 
and their combination of power and of aotivity, 
than any system of oaths and symbols oould cre¬ 
ate 1 Slavery exists but in half of the States of 
this Union. But by tho possession of the bulk of 
tho property in those States, aud by a virtual 
monopoly of the means of oduoation, it appropri¬ 
ates to itself the internal government of those 
States, and their influenoe beyond their borders. 
Small as are its comparative numbers, it takes its 
placo iu tho national oouneils, atvtho representa¬ 
tive of the aggregate weight of those States. 
With this weight, and with the skill derived from 
making politics its study and practice, it comes as a 
seller into the market of the national patronage— 
with the retaining fees of fortunes for the basely 
sordid, and promotion for the basely aspiring. 

' ’ ' should 


What wonder that, with suoh advantages, it 

find willing and oapable tools beyond its o_ 

main ? W hat wonder that it should find means 
to perplex the simple, and beguile and soothe the 
good, as well as to enlist aud use the selfish? 
What wonder that it should bo able to play off 
parties against eaoh other, and take to itself ef¬ 
fectually tho balance of power, and the lion’s 
share of the prizes at stake? 

But why reason about it ? Look at the facts. 
I have a statement before me, which, if not punc¬ 
tiliously exact, is not far from the truth ; aud it 
runs as follows: 


The Presidency, at the olose of Mr. Polk’s 
term, will havo been in Northern hands for 12 
and Southern hands for nearly 50 years. Of 27 
Supreme Court Judges appointed sinoe 1789, 11 
were from the North and 17 from the South j 
Attornoy Generals, 8 from the North and 14 from 
the South; 10 Speakers of the House of Rcpre-. 
sentatives from the North, 21 from the South ; 16 
Presidents of the Senate pro tem. from the North 
to 61 from the South ; aud 64 Northern to 80 
Southern foreign Ministers. So of Chief Jus¬ 
tices, Cabinet, naval and military offioers through- 


Suoh is the disproportion in the distribution of 
offices of emolument and honor, to correspond to a 
proportion of voters, on the favored tide, of or * 


twenty or thirty of’the whole vote, n’o matter 
for the emolument,—1 speak for the great maBS of 
the people of tho free States, the honest people, 
who are not struggling for the “spoils.” We 
have other avenues to gain, the ways of industry 
and of frugality, whioh.wo prefer. No matter for 
the honor. W e can find that in the paths of sci¬ 
ence and letters, and in the oflioes of a blameless 
and usefpl private life. But this accumulation of 
public offices in one^riaMof^ha^s^im^rese nta the 

See how it is exeroised. Let me first mention ■ 
the unutterably heinous law,—1 can characterize 
it by no milder epithet,—of Feb. 12th, 1703, put¬ 
ting the liberty of every freeman in this nation at 
the meroy of every paltry town or county magis¬ 
trate whom the kidnapper may delude or bribe to 
do his dirty work. If my neighbor sues me for 
twenty dollars, the Constitution of my oountry 
gives me the security of a jury of our peerp to 
pass between us. Not so with my liberty, which 
I value at more than twenty dollars. Let a 
stranger come among us of the free States, and 
claim one of our number as his runaway slave, 
and let him satisfy, any how, some trading justice 
that his olaim is good, and that justice’s warrant 
is good' for him against all the world. Tho law 
makes no distinction between white and black 
men, though, if it did, it would make no difference 
in the enormity of the principle. Ltt the man- 
stealer get that warrant, and with it he may bring 
me or any representative from a free State on this 
floor to the auction block olose by this Capitol, to 
make our next remove in ohains to Natchez or 
New Orleans. He may take my wife from my 
side, or my infant from its cradle, and, if 1 resist, 
he is armed with the whole powor of the country 
to strike me down. The odious law, by its letter, 
threatens and insults the Governor of Massachu¬ 
setts or New York as muoh as the darkest menial 
they employ. Do gentlemen say the law would 
never be so executed ? Be it so. W hat would 
prevent it? The law of force, or the fear of 
force. The standing outrage and indignity, stand¬ 
ing on the defiled pages of- the Statute Book, are 


still tl 


What next ? Look at your Cherokee troubles, 
and your Seminole War. One of those misfor¬ 
tunes of the Cherokees, whioh led to your driving 
them off at the cost of the national honor in the 
violation of sixteen treaties, was, that they wore 
charged with harboring fugitive slaves. The same 
was the great sin of the Seminoles in Florida, ex¬ 
piated in a stubborn confliot of seven years’ dura¬ 
tion, at the price of I know not how many lives, 
and of at least twenty millions of dollars, (and no¬ 
body knows how much more,) of which we of the 
North had to pay our share, sooner than Southern 
slaves should get away ffibui their owners. 

But time is wasting, and I must pass entirely 
over many things, and lightly over many others. 
As to this Political Aspect of tho Slave Question, 
how has it dealt with our Right of Petition, 
and onr Freedom of Speeoh and of the Press—tho 
two last belonging to the inheritance of our An¬ 
glo-Saxon manhood, the former commonly recog¬ 
nised in the poorest vassal that crouches before a 
despot’s throne. For several years, the petitions 
of our constituents for the redress of what they 
felt to bo offensive grievances wero contemptu¬ 
ously thrown baok by a standing regulation of 
this House ; and now the most that we have gain¬ 
ed is, that they may go into the hands of the Com¬ 
mittee on the District, which committee; it is just 
as well understood as if it were formally set down 
and ordained in your Rules and Orders, is to do 
its office by simply burying them out. of Bight, 
and taking care that they be no more heard of 
forever. 

Liberty of Speech and Liberty of the Press, 
what are they worth in nearly half of the States 
of this Union, if one would exorcise them in rela¬ 
tion to the great moral, social, and political ques¬ 
tion of tho time ? On that subjeot, within those 
borders, who does not know that a man is not to 
speak or print his ijiind, except at peril of life and 
limb? Nor does Personal Liberty, in oertain cir¬ 
cumstances, fare bettor. By the Constitution of 
Massachusetts, established in 1780, people of color 
are citizens of that Commonwealth, as much as 
whites. And by the Federal Constitution, whioh 


went into operation in 1789, all “citizens of eaoh 
State are entitled to aft privileges and immunities 
of oitizens in the several States.” By the Consti¬ 
tution of Massachusetts, I say, freedom is univer 
sal within her limits, and oitizensliip has nothing 
to do with color. There was never an act of 
Emancipation in that Commonwealth. Emanci¬ 
pation took placo by force of the organio law. 
Three years after its adoption, a colored man 
prosecuted .a white for assault and battery. The 
fact was admitted, but justified on the ground that 
tho black was a slave, and that the assault was 
tho lawful chastisement' of the master. The 
court held, that under the elauso of the Bill of 
Rights declaring that “ all men are horn free and 
equal, and have oertain natural, essential, and in¬ 
alienable rights, among which may be reckoned 
the right of enjoying and defending their lives 


and liberties,” (language almost copied from that 
written by a Virginian pen in the Declaration of 
Independence,) no such relations as thoso of mas¬ 
ter and slave could subsist in Massachusetts. The 
master was convicted and fined, and slavery took 
its last leave of her jurisdiction. 

The colored citizen of Massachusetts goes on 
his lawful occasions to a Southern State, with 
just as good a constitutional right to tread its 
soil in security and at will, as the heir of its own 
longest and proudest lineage. But not only is he 
forbidden by a pseudo-legislation of the place to 
land there in freedom, he is not permitted even to 
remain in freedom on board the ship that has con¬ 
veyed him. He is forced on shore to a prison; 
and when he is discharged and departs, it is on 
the payment of a ransom, called the expense ef 
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hi s detention. If he comes 
scourged. If a third, he is sold into perpetual 
slavery. So decrees the Bo-called law. Massa¬ 
chusetts was uneasy to have her unoffending 
citizens treated thus. She remonstrated, but to 
no purpose, except to draw down fresh insult. 
She could not, nor did she desire, to escape the 
responsibility of adopting all means in her power 
for their protection. She sent one of her most 
respected citizens, a man of admirable wisdom, 
discretion, dignity, and purity of character, sim¬ 
ply to try the question of the validity of those 
provisions which South Carolina persisted in af¬ 
firming to bo law, I hough that one of her own 
eminent sons, who had had cognizance of it on 
the supreme tribunal of the nation, had said- 


On the nnconstitutionality of the law, it is not 
too much to say, that, it will not boar argument.”* 

A. new Political Aspect of the Slave Question 
was now difloHosed. The Slave Question had 
closed thcJBrti of the Federal Courts, to which 
it belorgel^W extend the security the Federal 
Constitution had assured. The Massachusetts 
lawyer could*not reach the bench before which 
be would have pleaded for tho liberty and rights 
of Massachusetts freemen. Nor only so. The 
Slave Question had yet further aspects for him¬ 
self. He was expelled, and sent home with in¬ 
dignity, if it wore possible for indignity to reach 
such a man. And laws, so called, were forthwith 
enacted, making it highly penal henceforward to 
seek legal redress in that region, under such cir¬ 
cumstances, for the extremest outrages offered to 
a New England freeman. 

Mr. Chairman, we have no present remedy. 
Wo cannot raise a regiment, nor fit out a ship, 
for the maintenance of the rights of those to 
Whom the State owes protection, as much as they 
owe allegiance to tho State, We are disarmed 
by tboso compromises of the Constitution, which 
Massachusetts respects. I shudder while 1 refer 
to such expedients; hut in other timos they 
would have been resorted to. It may bo we 
shall see hereafter that these dismal transactions 
are not merely to bo deplored. It is such extrav¬ 
agances that attract attention, arouse indolence, 
and excite to action. It is a method of Providence, 
to provide for the ultimate overthrow of great 
evils, by the praotical development of their enor¬ 
mity. The excess of an abuse conducts it to its 
fate. I said to Mr. Hoar, when I welcomed him 
back, that I could not wholly regret the annoy¬ 
ances he had endured, for they seemed to belong 
to that blackest darkness that' just precedes tho 
day. 1 believe it was so; and that while the pen 
of History was recording that shameful chapter, 
the pen of Destiny was writing the certain and 
not distant downfall of tho oppressive and inso¬ 
lent institution. 

Then came, for the strengthening and perpet¬ 
uation of Slavery, the disastrous measure of the 
annexation of Texas, with its long train of Politi¬ 
cal Aspects o / the Slavery Question, long enough al¬ 
ready, and still stretching far away into tlio un¬ 
known and threatening future. The first-fruit of 
that proceeding was the repeal of the Tariff Act 
of 1842, a measure which took the bread from the 
months of thousands of the working men of the 
Free States, and a measure carried by two \ 
cast at the other end of this building, by 
who had no more constitutional right to con 
and aot upon our affairs, than any two who might 
have been brought over from England, or France, 
or Algiers. The next blossoming of the tree 
was in the pending war with Mexico. Gontlc- 
men please themselves with making distinctions 
between the occasion and the cause of that war. 
But nobody, ! take it, doubts that, if Texas bad 
not been annexed, war would not have taken 
place. Mr. Calhoun, whoso sagacity all the news¬ 
papers extol, thought be could set fire to a barrel 
of gunpowder, and extinguish it when half con¬ 
sumed. He lias lived to rue the failure of the 
hopeful experiment. We have spent an hundred 
millions of dollars, and are going on spending- 
No matter for tho money, if it had only been 
buried in the deep blue sea, “deeper than did 
ever plummet sound,” instead of being used to 
purchase so much disgrace and mischief. But it 
has been made to carry widowhood and orphanage 
into thousands of the homes of a sister Republic, 
the homes of men and women who never injured 
us. It has been made to carry widowhood and 
orphanage into thousands of our own American 
homos; to write a chapter in our history for the 
execration and loathing of the civilized and Chris¬ 
tian world, and the hitter shame of our own wiser 
posterity. 

Of a system which leads to such political re¬ 
sults—for, following the gentleman irom North 
CUumlioa* 1 have not spoken of it as a question of, 
gist, and the gentleman from Maryland flunks 
that it ought to be regarded with respect- and 
deference. Tho gentleman from North Carolina 
said (pages 5, 6) that it is miscalled a “ peculiar 
institution^ for that it is “ natural among men,” 
and prevails widely throughout the South. 1 
think he has been l oading Rousseau, and learned 
from liis fantastic dreams that the savage state is 
the natural and blissful state of man. Rather ho 
has boon reading Hobbos, and has adopted from 
that vigorous champion of arbitrary power, the 
doctrine that Might makes Right, and in his 
school has contracted a love for Slavery and 
Force, and all that condition of humanity which 
in his nervous but not dainty language the phi¬ 
losopher describes as “without arts, without, let¬ 
ters, without manners, without society, and the 
life oi man solitary, disturbed, nasty, brutish, 
and short.” I am not so forgetful of tho state of 
thiugs in the ancient republics, and in the culti¬ 
vated communities of the Southern section of 
this country, as to affirm that Slavery cannot 
exist with a high civilization. But they have 
natural or proper affinity. It is only by force of 
earlier events that they are brought into contact. 
Slavery is natural to man, just as it is natural to 
him to drape himself with fig leaves and bear- 
\ skins. As bis rude nature is developed, he in¬ 
vents bolter arts, and tends to a better culture. 

I. know not but it was natural to man, ns the Scot¬ 
tish philosopher of the last century maintained, 
to go on all-fours, and climb trees to regale on 
acorns. But in the progress of ages he has learned 
to do better. Liberty, justice, humanity, are 
natural to man, just as it is natural to him to 
learn to calculate eclipses, and build marble 
palaces, and make books of science and poetry, 
and surround himself with the charms and graces 
of a refined society. And where is Slavery the 
“ practice of mankind ?” Among the highly cul¬ 
tivated communities of the race? In England? 
In France? Or in Mozambique and Guinea? 
Sweden, Holland, and Denmark; have at length 
closed the procession of the civilized nations that 
have abandoned it. Out of these United States, 1 
know not that it exists in any part of Christen¬ 
dom, except Brazil and the Spanish colonies. 
And in those colonies inform is much milder 
than with us. Of its condition in half-oivilizcd 
Brazil, I cannot speak. 

Again: tho gentleman urged to this point the 
natural inferiority of the negro race, (page 7.) 
Ho has no doubt examined, and knows how to ex¬ 
pose, the seeming paradox of those ingenious men 
who have hold that the balance of power was 
shifted, and the sceptre of the world passed from 
the colored to the white race, some t wenty-five 
centuries ago, at the capturo of Babylon by the 
Persians; and I presume he decides that question 
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rightly. | Mr. Clingnmn interrupted, and was 
understood to say ho had referred to the Egyp¬ 
tians, and relied on the formation of the Egyptian 
skull] The gentleman speaks of the Egyptians. 
Undoubtedly he has attended to tho curious hint 
in Herodotus, bearing on that question. The 
gentleman .reads Appiiui, a writer not commonly 
in the bands of professed scholars. He is a 
reader of Polybius, and has weighed bis merits 
and those of the other great masters in that de¬ 
partment of composition in'such exact critical 
scales as to feel justified in placing him at the 
head of the list in respect to political sagacity, 
(page 6) Ho cannot have overlooked that singu¬ 
lar passage in so common on author as Herodo¬ 
tus, in which the old chronicler has hoen thought 
to say, that the ancient Egyptians, the remote 
source perhaps of Greek civilisation, were woolly- 
headed negroes. 1 will not defend that interpre¬ 
tation of his words. But it is no invention of 
any of your higli-ffying Abolitionists of the pres¬ 
ent day; it has been received by grave and plod¬ 
ding English and German doctors, who read, and 
pondered, and smoked, and annotated, long before 
such a litsus natural ns an American abolitionist 
Was ever hoard of. T/ie gentleman has ascertain¬ 
ed the complexion of the groat captain of antiqui¬ 
ty, the Carthaginian Hannibal, and knows how far 
it resembled that, of the Lybians and Nubians whom 
ho led to twenty years’ triumphs over the shnrp- 
beaked eagles of Rome. He secs bow to dispose of 
the phenomenon of tho French mulatto, Alex- 
rmdfo Dumas, that miracle of prolific genius. He 
can show that no stress is to be laid on such a case 
as that of the American Frederick Douglas, now of 
BuffalOj New Yolk, ten years ago a wretched 
slave, picking up scraps of leaves of the Bible in 
the gutters of Bnltimoro to tench himself to read, 
then working three years on the wharves at New 
Bedford, without a day’s schooling, I presume, in 
his life, yet now speaking and writing tho English 
language with a force and an eloquence which, I j 
hesitate not to say, would do no discredit to any 
gentleman on this floor, But I do not discusB the 
question whether the negro inferiority is to be 
traced to a congenital incapacity, or to the de¬ 
pression and low culture of many generations. It 
is a great problem. 1 have not time for it. It. is 
too intricate and vast. Nor, determined either 
way, would it have any material connection with 
the main question 1 have in hand, or directly bear 
on any measures now in the contemplation of this 
Committee. 1 have been but stepping aside a 
little way in the gentleman’s track. 


11 Opinion of Judge J 
toQdtistritt. 
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Again: he appealed to tho “ failure *of the 
mancipation of the negroes in the West Indies,” 


emancipation __ _ 

(page S.) The gentleman gets his views of this from 
the English merchants, who try the question of 
success or failure by tlic amount of their importa¬ 
tions of coffee and sugar from the islands. [Mr. 
Ci.inuman was understood to say that he had his 
information from those who had personally visit¬ 
ed the islands.] The statements of visiters, Mr. 
Chairman, are conflicting. 1 have statements dif¬ 
ferent from what have reached the gentleman, on 
which I am disposed to rely. I am very anxious 
to see the recent Parliamentary Reports, and 
have sent for thorn for the purpose of being aided 
to clear up the contradictions. I have before me 
a table showing the amount of sugar exported 
from the British West India islands in five suc¬ 
cessive years. It is as follows: 

In 1841 - - 128,295 hogsheads, 12,225 tierces. 
Tn 1842 - - 135,910 do. 15,985 do. 

In 1843 - - 141,100 do. 13,640 do. 

In 1844 - - 138,150 do. 16,395 do. 

In 1845 - - 157,200 do. 20,075' do. 

Showing, on the whole, a constant and very grat¬ 
ifying increase of the exportation. But, suppos¬ 
ing it wore otherwise, the gentleman, like myself, 

I believe, is a friend to tho Protective System; and 
if so, he knows the worth of the Home Market. 
Mr. Jefferson pointed it out long ago, and showed 
how, on account of the saving of the cost of trans¬ 
portation, and for divers other good and weighty 
reasons, it was better than the Foreign. And if 
part of the sugar and coffee which used to be sent 
abroad is now consumed within the islands, which 
is the case to a large extent, in oonsequenoe of the 
negroes being now in a condition to indulge in 
such luxuries, the decrease in the amount export¬ 
ed is little to the purpose. And, supposing even 
that loss of these commodities were raised, the 
negroes being disposed to turn more of their in¬ 
dustry to other productions—to raising yams, 
bananaB, plantains, pine apples, anything—for the 
market or for their families, what then? The 
better the farmer can suit himself with his farm¬ 
ing, the more rent will he be willing to pay; and 
with the rise of rents of course comes the increase 
of the value of land and of tho wealth of the pro¬ 
prietors. Is it not so ? And is that failure , even 
in an economical point of view ? 

But, Mr. Chairman, 1 am ashamed to argue the 
question on such a basis. The failure of West 
India emancipation! Do the gentleman and 1 
speak tho same language? Do I understand the 
gentleman, and docs he understand himself? 
Failure, when 800,000 human chattels werp quiet¬ 
ly changed in a day to men and women, endowed 
with the possession and care of their own bodies 
and souls, introduced to the relations of humani¬ 
ty, entitled to call their children their own, em¬ 
powered to have husband and wife, brother and 
sister, in some intelligible sense! This, a failure! 
And mark the decisive practical contradiction 
given, and forever sealed, to all that had been 
said, and nowhere more loudly than in these isl¬ 
ands, of the danger of such a proceeding. Four 
hundred thousand negroes iu Jamaica to forty 
thousand whites, the whites' would have been but 
a mouthful for their vindictive maw, if vindictive 
passions had had sway. But not one aot of vio¬ 
lence sullied that magnificent triumph of Chris¬ 
tianity and Right; and, from that day to this, a 
peace and good order have prevailed, which would 
do honor to any civilized community. If that is a 
failure, will some one tell mo what would have 
boon triumphant and glorious success? 1 should 
be glad to be informed. The idea has not yet 
dawned upon me. 

Once more: the gentleman took ground against 
the pretty common opinion that, as he expresses 
it, “ the continuance of slavery is injurious to ns 
as a nation,” (page 9.) He will excuse me for 
saying, that rarely has it b|ocn my chance to fall 
in with so palpable a non sequitur as that which 
lies in the chasm between his premises and his 
conclusion. “It may be remembered,” he said, 
“ that the view derived from the decennial census 
is well calculated to deceive. More than one 
hundred thousand foreigners annually arrive in 
the United States, who settle down almost entire¬ 
ly in the Free States.” Do they? And why? 
Because in the Free States the occupation of the 
laborer does not place him in a degraded caste , and 
becauso in the Free States there are common 
schools for him to send his children to, in which 
they can be trained under the same advantages as 
the richest, and from which they can start in an 
equal competition with the sons oi' the richest for 
all the prizes of society. Nor only is this the case 
with foreigners. “ Those who emigrate from the 
old Northern States almost all go to the. new free 
St ates, w liilf‘ > on the other hand, a very large pro- 
goesISte tlic Ffer^wWW& Stales. 
deed! And wlmt is it that sets the prodigious 
current of emigration so detcrminatcly in that di¬ 
rection, Winning even the sons of the sunny South 
from the homes of their childhood and the graves 
of their fathors, and all the associations of kin¬ 
dred and of memory, to seek the hardships of an 
untried condition and a Northern Sky? Just the 
intense desire for that equality and those social 
advantages which tho presence of slavery abso¬ 
lutely excludes. “ This, 1 have observed myself,” 
the gentleman continued, “ is eminently true of 
the North Carolina emigrants; and 1 nmy add, 
too, that, hut for this emigration , population would 
increase in that State as fast as it would in any 
country, there being an abundant supply of the 
necessaries of life among the entire population.” 
Ah! Mr. Chairman, “much virtue is in” in*, as 
well as in “ if.” “ But for this emigration,” North 
Carolina would rapidly increase. Because of this 
emigration, it dooB not so increase. And what 
causes this emigration? The gentleman told us 
what does not cause it. It is no want of a “ sup¬ 
ply of the necessaries of life,” vulgarly so called. 
Of them, he said truly, they'had abundance— 
plenty (o eat, drink, and wear. But of wlmt are 
equally “necessaries of life” to right-minded peo¬ 
ple—equality of social position, and opportuni¬ 
ties for personal improvement and advancement— 
the non-slaveholding North Carolinians have not 
enough, and therefore they go elsewhere in search 
of them, keeping down the population of the 
Slate, as well as its wealth and consequence, of 
which, in a well-organized community, the indus¬ 
trious classes are always the support and strength. 
This remark on the tendency of emigration to the 
Free States, said the gentleman, was “ eminently 
true of the North Carolina emigrants.” 1 should 
expect it, from the well-known sound sense and in¬ 
dependent character of the good old North State. 
The free, “ tender, and open ” spirit which George 
Fox found among tho planters of Albemarle has 
not died out there, and it is not satisfied with 
inferiority and stagnation. Let thorn get rid of 
Slavery, and they can liveat homo without either. 

And wlion we have got at the cause which keeps 
down the comparative population, prosperity, and 
consequence of North Carolina, we can answer 
the same question in other applications. We can 
toll why the growth of beautiful Kentucky keeps 
no better pace with her sister Ohio across the 
river, not so largo and scarcely so fertile, yet the 
latter, though starting later, now nearly tripling 
the free population of the former. We can tell 
why Virginia, in the first half century of the 
Federal Government, increased her population 
from about three quarters of a million to about a 
million and a quarter, while New York, on a 
much smaller territory, enlarged hernumbers from 
about 340,000 to nearly two millions and a half, 
and her estimated property had become nearly 


three times as great as that of the State the_ 

flavored by nature of any iu this Union. Wo con 
toll why Maryland, most eligibly situated, has 
27 free inhabitants to the square mile, and bloalc 
and barren Massachusetts, 98. We can explain 
how it came about that Michigan, in ten years 
before 1840, increased her free population 574 per 
cent., and Arkansas, erected into a State about the 
same lime, only 200 per cent. Washington saw 
the difference between Pennsylvania and Virginia 
in his day, and his infallible discernment descried 
the cause to bo in the laws for abolishing slavery, 
“ laws,” said he, for once too hopefully, “ which 
there is nothing more certain than that Maryland 
and Virginia must have, and that at a period not 
remote.” And his august wisdom pointed out 
the proper method of relief, as well as the crying 
need. “ There is only one proper and effectual 
mode,” he wrote to Robert Morris, “ by which it 
can be accomplished, and that is, by legislative 
authority; and this, as far as my suffrage will 
go, (mark it, Geokge Washington’s suffrage for 
Abolition,) shall never be wanting.” 

An institution so salutary and beneficial to the 
body politic, the gentleman from North Carolina 
would have extended into Territories and States 
as yet untouched by its influences, and he offered 
his own scheme for that purpose, (page 5.) Upon 
that 1 will not now detain the Committee with 
any of my remarks. I may have an opportunity 
to do so hereafter, when the question of extending 
Slavery into new territory may come up, But as 
to two or three things which he said about it, I 
must briefly throw in my caveat at tho present 

The gentleman said, “ Tho supposition that the 
States would exclude from all the Territories of 
the United States an institution which prevailed so 
generally among them, seems improbable in itself, 
and those who maintain it may well bo required 
to furnish the ovidcnco. There is not, sir, in the 
whole Constitution any one clause, which, cither 
directly or indirectly, favors the idea that Slavery 
was to be limited to tho States where it then exist¬ 
ed, or to be excluded from any part of the territory 
of the Unitod States,” (page 0.) 1 think, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, that the Constitution, hail it been faithfully 
executed, agreeably to the sense of the Convention 
which framed and of the people who adopted it, 
contains enough safeguards against such a wrong, 
and that, construed in its true moaning and spirit, 
it could never have boon used to extend tho bene¬ 
fits (if they were such) of the original compro¬ 
mises—compromises bad enough, any way, to the 
Free States—to new parties, not embraced in the 


riginal partnership. The gentleman, i 
links otherwise, and, unfortunately, he hi 


thinks otherwise, and, unfortunately, he has recent 
constructions in his favor. The past has come and 
gone. We may have opportunity to look at the 
question further, when further usurpations, as I 
esteem them, shall be attempted upon tho liberties 
which it was expected to secure to the freemen 
who ratified it. Enlightened by the dismal ex¬ 
perience wo have had, I own I could now wish 
that the Constitution had uttered more positive 
and explicit prohibitions, though 1 have little be¬ 
lief that even they would have at all availed 
against such unscrupulous influences as have been 
in action to nullify it in all oases in which Slavery 
was concerned. But that no further precautions 
were taken, is no matter of surprise The gen¬ 
tleman must read the debates of the Convention 
which framed thas instrument, and of tho State 
Conventions that ratified it, with very different 
eyes from mine, if ho does not see that the states¬ 
men of that day expected that the discontinuance 
of the Slave Trade, after twenty years, for which 
they made provision, and the discontinuance of 
Slavery itself, would bo pretty nearly simultane¬ 
ous events. Such, 1 think, was the general ex¬ 
pectation that prevailed everywhere, except in 
South Carolina and Georgia, which, it must bo 
owned, clung to the evil with a tenacious fond¬ 
ness. No, sir; the tree of the Constitution which 
our fathers planted, bore a natural fruit, salutary 
and palatable. A noxious, branch was grafted 
upon it, which grew rankly and overshadowed 
and poisoned the rest, “ tt mildewed ear, blasting 
its wholesome brother.” Prune that off, and again 
in beneficent abundance it will yield fruit “ for 
tho healing of the nations.” 
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NOTES ON ILLINOIS. 


The very instructive scries entitled “ Notes on 
Illinois” another number of which appears on 
our fourth page, is from the pen of J. M. Peck, 
well known to many of our readers. 


MR. 1‘ALFREY’S SPEECH. 


The speech of Mr. Palfrey, reported alone for 
the Era , and commenced on our first page, will 
arrest the attention of every reader. It is an ad¬ 
mirable speech, and, during its delivery, com¬ 
manded the profound attention generally of the 
members from the South. Tho force of his argu¬ 
ment lost nothing from the courtesy of his man- 
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iVENTION. 


The Whig members of Congress met last week 
to consider the propriety of holding a National 
Nominating Convention. Judge Berrien presided. 
The decision was in favor of a Convention, the 
time and place to be fixed at another meeting. 
We predict the place will be neither Cincinnati 
nor Pittsburg, but somewhere conveniently acces¬ 
sible to Washington influences. 


LIBERTY CONVENTION IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


A State Liberty Convention was Mid last week 
in Boston. John P. Hale was present., and ad¬ 
dressed a crowded audience on Thursday even¬ 
ing, on the origin and slavery aspects of the 
present war. The Boston Whig contains a full 
report of the speech; but as it presents substan¬ 
tially the same views urged by him in the Sen¬ 
ate, in a speech lately published in our columns, 
and as we are crowded with Congressional matter, 
our readers will excuse us for not inserting it. 

The report of the proceedings of the Conven¬ 
tion has not been received. 


THE WEEK. 


The discussion on the Ten Regiment Bill in the 
Senate has been steadily losing in interest. Mr. 
Cass has avowed his purpose to urge action upon 
it towards the close of this week, or beginning of 


a ho rreeioenps message wua .. v 

of in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, last Tuesday, and the resolutions of Mr. 
Vinton were reported to the House, with a very 
important amendment, looking to direct taxation 
to the amount of S3,000,000. Mr. Wilmot, of | 
Pennsylvania, moved this amendment, but it 
treated very coolly by his Democratic associates. 

Several important appropriation bills have been 
reported; among others, one appropriating thirty- 
throe millions of dollars for the army, of which 
the sum of $3,647,808 is set down under the head 
of pay of the army, and $6,088,327 as pay of the 
volunteers. The remainder goes to the Quarter¬ 
master’s department. 

It will be noticed that Mr. Giddings has made 
another move on tho subject of the slave trade in 
this District. It would seem that a majority of 
the House, by its refusal to lay upon the table his 
resolution of inquiry, is in favor of some action 
upon the subject. Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, how¬ 
ever, who seems to be vigilant in these cases, sig¬ 
nified his purpose to debate the resolution, and it 
went over. What possible interest slavcholding 
members can promote by thus continually stifling 
all inquiry into a traffic which is the opprobrium 
of the American People, wo cannot understand. 

Tliercal business of tho session cannot be much 
longer delayed. The Whigs will be obliged to 
define their position in relation to the war. 


PROGRESS. 


General Lamar has introduced in the Texas 
Legislature the following resolutions: 

“A joint resolution protesting against tho re¬ 
linquishment to Mexico of the country south and 
west of the Rio Grande, conquered by and in 
possession of the United States. Read first time. 

“A joint resoluliou respecting the incorpora¬ 
tion of a portion of the conquered ^Provinces or 
States of the Republic of Mexico into the State 
of Texas, with the consent of the United States; 
and respecting tho. cession of a portion of tho 
northern part of Texas to the United States. 
Read first time.” 


Very transparent! The northern part of Tex¬ 
as is fit for neither man nor beast. Texas will be 
magnanimous enough to cede it to the United 
States, if they will dismember Mexico, and give 
this modest sister enough Mexican territory to 
constitute two additional slave States. 

It will also be seen, by reference to our Con¬ 
gressional proceedings, that a memorial from the 
Legislature of Missouri has been presented in 
the House of Representatives, praying the organ¬ 
ization of a Territory west of Missouri. A few 
weeks since, we published a letter from Mr. Men¬ 
denhall, a settler in that country, testifying posi¬ 
tively that slaves mere held there, in violation of the 
Missfiuri compromise. Will some of our Repre¬ 
sentatives bring tho matter before Congress? 


“ CINCINNATI WEEKLY HERALD.” 


The Naiioml Press, of Cincinnati, commences 
another volume, under the old familiar name, 
“ Cincinnati Weekly Herald Stanley Matthews, 
who succeeded us in Cincinnati, and has acquired, 
during his brief editorial career, a most enviable 
reputation, makes the following pleasing 
nouncement: 


“ I have abandoned the law, and dedicated my¬ 
self solely to the promotion of the cause of Re¬ 
form. My greatest, and, 1 believe, solo earthly 
ambition, is to be an instrument, I care not how 
bumble, in assisting the deliverance Of the op¬ 
pressed, in breaking the yoke of the poor and af¬ 
flicted, in advancing the progress of intelligence, 
virtue, and universal liberty—in ushering the 
glory of the kingdom of heaven upon the earth. 
To this sphere 1 feel myself called—here I wish 
to labor and to live.” 


May heaven guide and prosper him! His am- 
bition is a noble one—his fine abilities qualify 
him for signal service in the cause to which he 
has devoted himself. 


NO MORE TERRITORY. 


We published two or three weeks ago the yeas 
and nays in the House of Representatives, on the 
proposition of Mr. Hudson, of Massachusetts,'to 
instruct the Committee on Military Affairs to in¬ 
quire into the expediency of requesting the Pres¬ 
ident to withdraw our armies to the east bank of 
the Rio Grande, and to negotiate a treaty on the 
basis of the No-More-Territory policy. We un¬ 
derstood the resolution as offered to test the dis¬ 
position of the House in relation to this policy. 


is merely preliminary—a resolution of inquiry, ! 
nothing more. Well, wist was the result ? It was 
rejected by a most deciave vote—137 to 41—and 
among the nays we find but two names of members 
from theslaveholding Slates—one from Kentucky, 
the other from North Carolina. 

d we not forewarn our readers last summer 
that this No-More-Territory cry wasa mockery— 
that its only effect wo«),d be to distract the oppo¬ 
nents of slavery, divert their attention from the 
real issue before the country, excite the distrust 
of the Democrats, divide tho Whigs, dilute their 
zeal against slavery-extension—and that the 
South would never agree, when the time for ae¬ 
ro came, to such a policy ? 

Is it worth while to delude ourselves forever ? 


The Baltimore Clipper says: 

“ There is scarcely a subjeot which can be in¬ 
troduced into the House of Representatives, that 
does not give rise to nonsensical partisan ha¬ 
rangues. An old lady petitions for a pension on 
account of the services of her deceased son ; and 
forthwith the political gladiators rouse themselves 
for action, and a terrible conflict of words ensues. 
The widow’s petition aid the public interest are 
alike lost sight of amidst tho windy war which 
ensues. If members tould realize the disgust 
which is excited by the course of conduct, they 
would desist.” 

Members will 


retlize any such thing. The 
young Representative is anxious to show to the 
world in general, and to his constituency in par¬ 
ticular, that he Is somebody ; but who will take 
note of bis existence unless he make a speech? To 
make one set speech, at least, is therefore the 
great idea of his Congressional life. He prepares 
himself in time—the preparation may even com¬ 
mence before he leaves the little village where he 
has so often been looked up to as an oracle. The 
rhetoric is all provided—fragments of poetry stuck 

here and there—quotations all marked. Some 
indeed carry their authorities with them, ranging 
from Milton to Mother Goose, from Vattel to 
John Tyler, with tho leaves where their precious 
proofs or illustrations arc stored duly dog-eared- 
Once in Congress, and he groans to be delivered, 
when or how it is quite immaterial, so that he be 
permitted to make a spectacle of himself for ono 
brief hour—only, an early delivery will show his 
constituents, that he is ever on hand, prompt in 
attention to their great interests. A man, before 
and after his long-conceived speech, presents two 

opposite faces, as the two pictures in the old 
pictorial, of a man before and after marriage. 
While the agony is upon him, he is so nervous 
you might imagine him afflicted with St. Vitus’ 
dance. He is restless, with brow anxious and 
contracted; moves about apparently in somo dis¬ 
tress, at last seating himself near the orator 
of the hour, so as to catch the Speaker's eye at 
the critical moment.: Should he fail in this effort, 
he sinks back in his seat, his whole face crying 
out, “my sufferings are intolerable! ” But, after 
bis speech, a delightful repose settles down upon 
the totality of bis physical man, and no one can 
regard with more equal eye the fierce struggles 
of those who have yet to go through the dreadful 
agony. 

The British Parliament, a much more numer¬ 
ous assembly than our Congress, commenced on 
the 23d of November, and adjourned December 
20th, having been in session four weeks, less 
one day. It was a new Parliament, and a very 
large proportion of the members came from the 
mercantile, manufacturing, and professional clas¬ 
ses. The country was in a state of almost unex¬ 
ampled commercial distress, and credit seemed 
prostrated. Ireland, too, was resolved into a 
formidable anarchy; law was in the dust; mur¬ 
der stalked abroad at noonday with impunity. 
Under such circumstances, it might have been 
expected that the discussions would have Wja 
fierce and protracted, and much time lost, before 
«_gitnnLurc could reach any practical con¬ 
clusion. But, -two nights of most able debating 
sufficed for the disposition of the great subject 
of. commercial embarrassment; the bill for the 
prevention of crime and outrage in Ireland went 
through all its stages, and on the final passage 
was opposed by a minority of 1 but twenty-four; 
the question of Jewish disabilities was in prin¬ 
ciple settled; relief was extended to railway en¬ 
terprises ; and all this was done in a body fresh 
from the People, twice as large as our Congress, 
and in less than four weeks! 

Nearly nine weeks have passed since the open¬ 
ing of Congress, and not a single measure of any 
importance has been passed, and not a single 
well-defined principle of policy in relation to tho 
war and slavery-extension, has been recognised 
by the majority in the House or the strong mi¬ 
nority in the Senate. Delay, inactivity, may be 
thought “masterly”—but, what excuse can mem¬ 
bers find for not progressing with the private cal¬ 
endar, for not disposing of the questions relating 
to the public lands, for not organizing Territorial 
Governments for Oregon and Minesota, for not 
making appropriations for the civil service, &e. 
If unwilling to precipitate action, or take their 
ground in relation to tho war, why not attend 
other subjects of: great importance, on which there 
tendencies to antagonisms, the same 
danger of defining their positions? 

The country is wearied with this everlasting 
dropping sf speeches, “stale, flat, and unprofita¬ 
ble.” Reporting has its groat benefits, but it 
well for the business habits of Congress, if 
a majority of the speeches delivered were r 
reported. Some change ought to be made in the 
manner of proceeding, so as to exempt the whole 
nation from paying men for blowing tbeir own 
trumpets. Remove the desks of members. Take 
away all the apparatus from the hall of the 
House which converts it into a great office, where 
men transact their private business, read and an¬ 
swer their letters, keep their accounts, &c. Let 
them have no facilities for attending to any but 
the public business; let them be compelled to listen 
to every speaker; let every man that claims the 
floor be obliged to take his place in a tribune, 
facing the whole House. Abolish the one-hour 
rule, and let the patience or impatience of the 
House, the ability or inability of the speaker, de¬ 
termine the length of his speeches. Were all 
this done, we aro inclined to think, the speaking 
would be converted from “ stumping ” into debat¬ 
ing ; tbo character of the debates would be 
elevated; the time of the House economized; busi¬ 
ness facilitated. 


MR. HENLEY A 


“THE COMPROMISES.” 


“Mr. Henley having obtained the floor, he 
commenced by remarking upon the speech of Mr. 
Palfkey, and the manner in which it had been 
received by the House. When he (Mr. H.) first 

came into this House, an Abolition speech- 

not delivered here without great exoitement, i 
of thefWhig party. The only thing remarkable 
in the gentleman’s speech was, that it was listen¬ 
ed to with a great deal of attention, and with ap¬ 
parent approbation, by all the Whig members from 
the South, s« far as he observed. [A laugh.] He 
had no remarks to make on this floor in relation 
to tho subject of slavery. He was opposed to that 
institution; bis own private opinion was, that it 
was an evil; he believed it an evil to the slave 
and to the slaveholder; but it belonged to the 
compromises of tho Constitution to sustain that 
institution. He meant to stand by those compro¬ 
mises. But he could not help remarking upon 
the change of sentiment in this House within a 
few years, as exhibited in the fact that -the re¬ 
marks of the gentleman met with the entire ap¬ 
probation of the Whig party of the South. [Re¬ 
newed laughter .]”—Report in the Union. 

Mr. Palfrey’s speech was listened to with a 
great deal of attention, not by Whig members 
alone from the South, but by Democratic i 
bers from that section. It bad nothing to do with 
President-making, or any of the stale issues 
which are level to the small ambition of party 
hacks. It presented Principles identified with 
Human Progress, and Facts of great magnitude, 
in the estimation of all civilized People, except 
that portion of them ih this country, which 
gards tho eieap wares of the petty demagogue as 
the perfection of statesmanship. 

Mr. Henley had no remarks to make on the 
'subject of Slavery—“ it belonged to the compro¬ 
mises of the Constitution to Sustain that institu¬ 
tion.” Is it one of the “compromises of the 


Constitution,” that tho General Government shall 
be usod for the purpose of conquering free, and 
converting into slaveholding, territory? Mr. 
Henley came near losing his election on ao- 
of his rather ambiguous' conduct in re¬ 
lation to the Wilmot Proviso. As we have a 
large circulation among bis constituents, we hope 
they will take sonic pains to ascertain what 
by the compromises of tho Consti¬ 
tution sustaining Slavery. Slaveholders are ex¬ 
plicit and frank—they never resort to abstract or 
general remarks for the purpose of disguising 
their sentiments. The representatives of non¬ 
slaveholders may learn a lesson from them. 

One remark more. The Southern members 
listened to Mr. Palfrey with great attention and 
respect — although his speech was thoroughly 
Anti-Slavery. Ono might have supposed that this 
fact of itself would have excited unalloyed pleas- 
the minds of the members from tho free 
States, of all parties—that they would have hailed 
indication of the increasing liberality of 
the South, and as an assurance of the future har¬ 
mony of the different sections of the Union, on a 
question which has hitherto aroused so much an¬ 
gry excitement. And we doubt not such was the 
gratification of the large proportion of those mem¬ 
bers ; but, Mr. Henley could see nothing in it, 
except an occasion for a small partisan sneer— 
the only thing remarkable,” in his estimation, 
was, that it was listened to “ with apparent appro¬ 
bation by all the Whig members from the South!” 


PLAN OF PACIFICATION AND CONTINENTAL 
UNION—ANNEXATION OF THE STATES OF 
MEXICO. 


Six months ago, we wrote an article proposing 
a plan of Pacification and Continental Union, for 
the purpose of extricating the United States and 
Mexico from their present unhappy controversy, 
and securing the permanent peace, freedom, and 
ftell-being of the entiro Continent of North 
Amerioa. 

ie views and arguments then presented, we 
shall not repeat. Since that time, public opinion 
has undergone Borne change. What then seemed 
extravagant, is now seriously entortnined by many 
sober, reflecting minds. So strong bad become 
the manifestations of this change, that Mr. Cal¬ 
houn took the earliest opportunity, in the opening 
of this CongroBS, to direct attention to them, and 
warn his Southern friends against the annexation 
of Mexico, as the deadliest blow that could be in¬ 
flicted upon the system of slavery. That such an 
event would violently disturb the system within its 
present limits, we do not suppose, but, as we shall 
have occasion to show, it would erect a perpetual 
o its extension. 

ie or two Anti-Slavery journals denounced 
j guilty of pandering to the popular lust of 
conquest, of inflaming the Pride of a People al¬ 
ready puffed up beyond measure. Such was not our 
object. We but Btated facts concerning the posi- 
charaoter, progress, prospects, and responsi¬ 
bilities of the American Nation. Are we to be 
oondemned for thinking that God has not given 
our countrymen to ruin, but that His long- 
suffering is still to be exercised towards them? 
That we have abused power, been perverse 
and ungrateful amidst unexampled prosperity, 
committed crimes for which we should clothe our¬ 
selves in sackcloth and ashes, is too true ; but we 
arc not all evil, evil only, evil continually. He, 
who would have spared Sodom had there been 
righteous men in it, is not yet prepared to 
overwhelm us with devouring fire. There is room 
for repentance; there is ground for hope; there 
is evidenoc of progress; “ a hymn for the day that 
is dawning” is going up to Heaven from myriads 
of the pure in heart; we have yet the ability and 
means for self-regeneration. It is something that 
wo have carried out tho principle of self-govern¬ 
ment in this New World in its full application to 
«eventeen millions of freemen. It is something to 
have demonstrated that the Voluntary Principle 
in religious affairs is more efficacious and fruit¬ 
ful than tn« polioy of QovernuiTOWl interference 
It is something to have .recognised tho Educa¬ 
tional Wants of the Masses, and to have Insti¬ 
tuted immense, well-directed Charities for the 
enlightenment of Paganism, and relief of Poverty. 
It is somothing to have established Jhstitutions 
which have prevented the excessive growth of Pau¬ 
perism, and which have secured to every freeman 
the privilege of sitting under his own vine and 
fig tree, none daring to make him afraid. And it 
is because we have done this for seventeen mil¬ 
lions of freemen, and have thrown open the same 
blessings to the myriads of suffering emigrants 
from the Old World, that we have hope of the 
redemption and elevation of tho two-and-a-half 
millions of slaves, who, to tho dishonor and con¬ 
demnation of a portion of our countrymen, ar 
oludcd from the common heritage. With such 
views, we must he pardoned for dwelling with 
pleasure upon the extension of our territory and 
expansion of our population. 

The journals referred to seemed entirely to 
overlook the Anti-Slavery bearings of our plan. 
The largest and most densely peopled portions of 
Mexico are unsuited to slave labor. This the 
slaveholders well .know; and it is equally well 
known that the People themselves, a large major¬ 
ity of whom is of the Indian race, are possessed 
by an ineradicable antipathy to slavery. The in¬ 
corporation of an Anti-Slavery safeguard in the 
draft of propositions for a peace, submitted by the 
Mexican commissioners to Mr. Trist., was tho 
offspring of this sentiment. 

Our plan proposed voluntary annexation, the 
States of Mexico being permitted to enter the 
Union on a footing with tho original States. Ne¬ 
cessarily they would come in free, and thus con¬ 
tinue ; and this simple fact, it is obvious, would 
raise a barrier to the diffusion of slavery, more 
secure than any that could bo provided by the 
power of the National Legislature. The certainty 
of such a consequence will hardly be contested by 
any one who is acquainted with the speculations 
of Southern newspapers, or has listened to 
debates in the Senate of the United States, in 
lation to this subjeot. 

One aspect of our plan we thought would a 
mend itself to the advocates of the Cause of Peace. 
Artificial boundaries between neighboring na¬ 
tions are provocations to war. .Had it not been 
for the voluntary amalgamation of Scotland and 
England, perpetual fouds would have drenched 
their borders with Wood, and ohecked the growth 
of both countries. Voluntary union has harmon¬ 
ized Celt, Saxon, and Briton. Different i 
have settled Mexico and the Unitod States, but 
no natural boundaries divide them. We oan 
no countenance to that doctrine of races which 
finds in their distinctions perpetual sources of 
antagonisms. That is not the doctrine of Chris¬ 
tianity. All men arc of one flesh, formed by God’ 
fingers, reflecting tho same divine attributes—all 
men are brethren. Where physical circumstanoes 
and political necessities throw them together, 
equal conditions, they will readily harmonize, u 
der the influence of the spirit of Christian Broth¬ 
erhood, and of enlightened Self-Interest, so char¬ 
acteristic of the age. Once it was not so ; when 
men acted on the maxim of Hobbes, that war was 
the natural state of mankind. The emigrants 
from the northern hives of Europe and Asia, in 
looking out for now homes in the south, prepared 
themselves for overcoming tho hostile reception 
they were sure to meet. Instead of being welcom¬ 
ed to the hospitalities of a more advanced civiliza¬ 
tion, their animosities were aroused by the fierce 
opposition of armed legions, and their settlements 
were effected amid blood and suffering, whence 
sprung undying hate and enmities. In this way, 
elans and races were insulated and embittered, and 
Europe was parcelled out among tribes, whioh ; 
foes in their infancy, have retained, as nations, 
their antipathies. But now, emigrants from all 
these jarring nations, crowd our shores every year, 
in numbers exceeding the aggregate of the emi¬ 
gration for a score of years, in ancient Europe; 
and here their jealousies melt away—Saxon and 
Gelt embrace—all distinctions aro swallowed up in 
the great vortex of our population, all are Ameri¬ 
canized. And why ? Chiefly because all, with the 
sad exception of the colored people, are equal— 
upon all rest our institutions equally—over all 


fostering care is equally spread—all are per- 
d to obey, witHbut irritating interference, the 
laws of their own being, with nothing to provoke 
the pride or antipathies of race—each one feels 
that he has an equal right with the most favored, to 
call this hw country—and thus the spirit of unity 
pervades and assimilates the whole mass. 

The annexation of the States of Mexico would 
break down the partition wall between the two 
countries. It would give the citizens of both one 
country, one home, one interest; a common glory 
and a common destiny. There might not be much 
immigration from tho South, northwardly, but 
there .would be an almost unlimited infusion of 
Amerioan Life into her veins. 

steamer on the Lakes, you shall see six 
hundred souls, the entire population of a township 
in the State of Now York, embarked for the 
shores of Wisconsin. Tho process of interior emi¬ 
gration transcends all conception. It is a move¬ 
ment, uninterrupted in its flow, magnificent in 
results, by which hundreds of thousands of our 
citizens, every year, change their homes, it may be, 
tbeir pursuits, without noise, without agitation, 
without the slightest disturbance to the machinery 
of Society; and the great two-fold effect is, the 
rapid development of the resources of tho country 
and the close cementing of its most distant sec¬ 
tions. The annexation of Mexico would be fol¬ 
lowed by an unlimited expansion of this move¬ 
ment. The great ocean of life would begin to heave 
and swell upon the shores of the Southwest. Amor- 
civilization would infuse itself into'the forms 
of Mexican society, and, ero long, tho demonstra¬ 
tion would be complete, that even tho Aztec race 
capable of expanding with the power of what 
i style the Caucasian civilization—in a word, 

• no race of mankind is so degenerate as to be 
beyond the influences of the agencies whioh a kind 
Providence has arranged in these latter days, for 
the redemption of all his children. 

We proposed our plan, then, as a great Peace 
measure. What is it the advocates of the oause 
of universal Peace contemplate, as a preventive 
against War? An International Tribunal for 
the settlement of international controversies. 

the Congress of tho Amerioan Union per¬ 
formed preoisely the functions of such a Tribunal 
for numerous powerful States, whioh, if politically 
isolated, each wielding the power of Peace and 
War, would, ore this, have been drippiqg with 
each other’s blood ? Suppose this Congress, by 
the voluntary annexation of Mexico, to become 
the Supreme Legislature over tho North Ameri¬ 
can Continent, with the exception (temporary, may 
not hope ?) of tho Canadas, and wo have a grand 
International Tribunal for keeping the Peace 
of the hundreds of millions who are destined to 
inhabit this Continent, and at the samo time a 
glorious'oxamplo presented to tho world, of the 
social moans by which Christianity may establish 
her reign of universal Peace. But our plan con¬ 
templated voluntary annexation, and no other’ 
The intervention of force would defeat the experi¬ 
ment, and entail ruin on both parties. Of what 
value is tho forced union of England and Ireland 
cither country ? A corroding oanoer to Eng¬ 
land, a wasting curse to Ireland. The coerced an¬ 
nexation of Mexico would nevor result in real 
There may bo subjugation, but no in¬ 
corporation ; and the subjugation would cost 
this country its republicanism, and Mexico its 
life. Subjugation and extermination would be 
inseparably linked together. 

Now, what is the alternative? If our plan be 
not adopted, if the projeot of wholesalo subjuga¬ 
tion be repudiated, as we think it will be; what 
then follows? Fractional annexation, for tho 
benefit of Slavery—the amount and tho time 
always to bo determined by the demands of 
slave labor for more soil to blast and desolate. 
That this will be the fixed polioy of the Govern¬ 
ment, unless one or the other of the modes just 
indicated, be adopted, is as oortain as that in fifty 
years siavehoiding territoryhaa been trebled, and 
new Slave States added to the Union. The 
if Texas, in its inception, progross, 


and, if not, not. I have no doubt I could have got 
the printing on those terms ; certain it is, I did not 
comply with said terms, and certain it is, I did not 

the printing.” 

The Bradford (Pa.) Reporter, a Wilmot Proviso 
Democratic paper, contains a letter from Mr. 
Wilmot, protesting against the course of the 
Postmaster General, in giving the post office ad¬ 
vertising to the Tioga Eagle, (a paper which he 
shows to bo rather wayward in tho Democratic 
faith,) instead of the old and woll-established 
Bradford Reporter, 6f unimpeachable repute as an 
organ of tho Democracy. The Washington Union, 

reply, says: 

“The Tioga Eagle, a Democratic paper in the 

ne Congressional district, had published this 
advertisement in 1840 and 1844. It was a strong 
anti-Wilmot Proviso paper; and what Mr. WiJ- • 
mot very modestly desired was, that the Postmas¬ 
ter General should deprive the Tioga Eagle of 
this trifling patronage, and transfer it to one of 
the qiost rabid and abusive Wilmot Proviso pa¬ 
pers in the Union. This request was, of course, 
not granted; whereupon, Me. Wilmot has filed 
his solemn protest against the decision !’! 

"'t is but justice to the Reporter to say that, 
while it is a most uncompromising advocate of the 
Wilmot Proviso, it is very far, in our opinion, 
from being “ rabid and abusive.” We refer to 
these two cases, to show on what principles the 
patronage of the Administration is bestowed. 
Wc presume tbo faots stated in both are correct. 
If so, they admit of an easy explanation. The 
Administration regards tho Proviso, embodying, 
as it does, a prohibition of the extension of sla¬ 
very into free territory, as an Anti-Dcmooratie 
measure—repugnant to tho principles and sub¬ 
versive of the harmony of the Democratic party. 
With suoh a view, it is just as consistent in with¬ 
holding its patronage, where the law allows it dis¬ 
cretion, from Democratic papers advocating tho 
Proviso, as it would be in refusing patronage to 
Domocratio papers advooating a Protective Tariff 
or a National Bank. What is to be expected ? 
Did the Plaindealer and Reporter expect tbo Ad¬ 
ministration to use its power against itself? An 
Anti-Slavery Administration would bestow its 
patronage so as to favor Anti-Slavery sentiment. 
A Pro-Slavery Administration will pursue a simi- 
"ar policy, only with a view to favor pro-slavery 
sentiment. The Plaindealer and Reporter con¬ 
tributed largely to bringing into powor a slave¬ 
holding Administration; and they have no right 
to complain that it acts upon slavcholding prin¬ 
ciples. Do men gather grapes from thorns, or figs 
from thistles ? What a man sows, that shall he 


and accomplishment, foreshad-: 

Will the non-slavcholding people of this country 
suffer themselves to be oommitted to suoh a poli¬ 
oy ? Not forever. The hour of resistance must 
, but the danger is that it will come too late. 
It may come only, when the sole hope of release 
from suoh companionship in crime, will be a di- 
n of the Union, and a re-organization of the 
majority of the States in the temperate latitudes. 
The people of these States cannot continue forever 
linked to the oause of Slavory-propagandism. 11 
the Slave Power hold on to the Government, 
using it, from time to time, as the agent for the 
dismemberment of Mexico, in fractions, just to 
suit the demands of slave labor, there aro 
countries on our Northern border, in which a sen¬ 
timent is already springing up, which may make 
a re-organization of the Union an aot of high ex¬ 
pediency—a re-organization, by which a Union 
might be formed, extending from the utmost 
bounds of human labor in the North, to tbo ex¬ 
treme limits of free labor in the South—a Union 
established not upon (Compromise, but upon the 
Great Principle—Liberty, the inalienable right 
of every Human Being, and Law, its Defence. 

It were well for Slaveholders if they would 
take warning in time. 


GOVERNMENT PATRONAGE AND THE PRESS, 


The Cleveland Plaindealer contains a letter from 
its editor, dated Washington, December 20th, 
detailing some facts respecting its application for 
the advertising of tho “mail lettings.” The 
Plaindealer is the oldest Democratic paper in 
Cleveland, is thorough in the Democracy of party, 
and, it is stated, has a larger circulation than any 
other paper, Whig or Demooratic, in Northorn 
Ohio. Mr. Gray, supposing those oircumstances 
gave him a claim better than that of the Times, a 
new Democratic paper in Cleveland, to Govern¬ 
ment patronage, obtained letters commendatory 
from the Democratic Central Committees of his 
own county and adjoining ones, beside testimo¬ 
nials from seven of the Democratic members from 
his own State. All those, with his application, 
were duly filed in the proper Department. He 
waited upon the Postmaster General; but, to use 
the language of Mr. Gray, that gentleman “ in¬ 
formed him the Plaindealer was a Wilmot Proviso 
paper—that he had just received a copy of it, 
sent him by the postmaster at Cleveland, in which 
he found an article marked, -(that is, black lines 
drawn around it,) which, he said, took very strong 
ground in favor of that doctrine!” 

“ I told him, in my section of country wo did 
not look upon this as a party question; that the 
Democrats there were all Proviso men, and sup¬ 
posed they had a right to be; that we were not 
tenacious about the terms of Mr. Wilmot’s reso¬ 
lution, but were decidedly in favor of its prin¬ 
ciples, and believe in the polioy of enforcing 
them at the proper time and in a constitutional 
manner. I also expressed my belief that the Con¬ 
stitution fairly eonstruod and honestly abided by, 
was an ample substitute for tbo ‘Proviso,’ and I 
sincerely hoped that such a constitutional under¬ 
standing would bo had between the North and 
South, as to take this agitating question entirely 
out of politics. 

“ A few days after this, I repaired again to the 
old man’s quarters, and asked if any decision had 
boon made in regard to said printing. Up to this 
time, no application from any other paper in 
Northern Ohio, except my own, had boon mado, 
and I was curious to know what he was going to 
do with tho advertisement for that section, as it 
was thon considerably past the time for publish- 




We do not complain of the distribution of pat¬ 
ronage by the Administration. A man will love 
his own. Tho head of a party must see to it that 
his patronage, when legally used, be so distrib¬ 
uted as to build up, not break down, its princi¬ 
ples. Tho fact that the Administration has so 
distributed its patronage as to break down much 
of the opposition to the extension of slavery into 
free territory, demonstrates that one part of its 
settled policy is slavery-extension. 

The Administration is consistent—its princi¬ 
ples and measures harmonize. What, then, is the 
duty of all those Democrats who are opposed to 
the principles and polioy of slavery-extension? 

complain of its consistency, but of tbeir 
inconsistency, in aiding in tho establishment of a 
Pro-Slavery Administration. We trust they are 
by this time convinoed of this, and that hence¬ 
forth their good will and support will be given to 
candidate for any office, in whose Anti-Slavery 
principles and sympathies they may not perfectly 
confide. 


53* Since wc wrote the foregoing,- an article 
has appoared in the Union, correcting the state¬ 
ments of tho Plaindealer. 

Tho writer refers to the fact, that the post offi¬ 
ces in Now York are filled with men who ar© 
favorable to the Wilmot Treviso, and that not 
one of thorn has been removed on that account, 
by the Postmaster General.” 

He states that the Postmaster General ex¬ 
pressed a strong and docided opinion against the 
selection “ of cither the Times or Plaimlealer, in. 
consequence of the controversy between them.” 
Mr. Gray urged his claims strongly. The Post¬ 
master General replied: 

“ That he had not been a reader of that paper,, 
but many things had been said in the Depart¬ 
ment against its course; that it had 'been said' 
to be under the influence of the Wooster Bank; 
that it had taken part in Ohio against the hard- 
money men—producing discord in the Democratic 
ranks : and that recently ono of its numbers had 
been sent him, marked, which strongly vindicated 
the Wilmot Proviso. Mr. Gray said much, vindi¬ 
cating the course of his paper, and denied that 
be was the author of the artiolo referred to, and 
mentioned that it was not mado a question among 
tho Democrats in .that the name of the writer, 
which is not recollected; said part of Ohio, and 
expressed the opinion that it would not be am 
issue in tbo next Presidential election; but if he 
said one word in favor of the Proviso, or intimated! 
that he favored it himsolf, it has escaped the recol¬ 
lection of the Postmaster General. The Post¬ 
master General replied to him, if he wished to- 
say anything in liis own behalf on those subjects, 
he had best reduce it to writing, and plaee it on 
file, that it might be considered when the subject, 
come up for action—intending to submit it, with, 
the other papers, to the members from Ohio. The 
sole and only object in requesting it to be put ini 
writing was, that the members from Ohio might 
see his own statement in his own language. Mr, 
Gray called again at the Department, and brought 
'lie National Era, whioh contained the article ex¬ 
tracted from the Plaindealer, for the purpose of 
showing, from the dates, that he was not its au¬ 
thor. A similar reply was made to him—that 
what he wished to say, he bad best putin writing, 
and let it go on file. Not a word escaped the 
lips of tho Postmaster General, from which Mr. 
Gray or any other person could infer that the- 
printing was to be given to Mr. Gray under any 
circumstancos, or upon any conditions whatever, 
or to influence' his course, as an editor, upon the 
Wilmot Proviso or any other question. The 
papers selected for the publications in Ohio prove, 
beyond any question, the erroneous conclusions of 
the editor of the Plaindealer. The Ohio Press 
of the papers selected, and is said to bo 


favorable to the Wilmot Proviso.” 

The writer says that many other faots might 
be referred to, “ proving, beyond question, that 
the Wihnot Proviso has not been made a test by 
the Postmaster General, in dispensing the patron¬ 
age of his Department.” 

The entire statement is the more important, as’ 
it is evidently official. 


STATE CONVENTIONS OF THE WHIG PARTY, 


The Whig State Convention of Indiana hat* 
not a word to say about slavery-extension. From 
its silence wo are loft to infer that it did not con¬ 
sider tho question as one worthy of the attention 
of the Whig party. 

The following resolution was adopted by the 
Whig State Convention of Ohio: 

“ Resolved, That we deprecate a war of con¬ 
quest, and strenuously oppose the forcible acquisi¬ 
tion of Mexican territory; but if additional ter¬ 
ritory bo forced upon us, or required by the na¬ 
tion, we will demand that ‘ thero shall neither bo 
slavery nor involuntary servitude therein, other¬ 
wise than for punishment of crime.’ ” 


“The Sandusky Minor, a’very good Democratic 
paper, and located at a very good point for this 
advertisement, Was unfortunately in the same 
oategory with the Plaimlealer, a ‘ Proviso’ paper. 
There was some talk that he would give it to the 
Pittsburgh Post, an ‘anti-ProViso’ paper, and there 
is no doubt he would, if a certain busybody in 
other men’s matters, a well-known political and 
pro-slavery toady, here, had not drummed up a 
sham application for the Times, a paper which 
cannot do the printing, unless it jobs it out to 
Whig offices. 

“ Mr. J ohnson said 1 no dooision bad as yet been 
made; that he expected a communication from me in 
writing, to bo put on file, defining more precisely my 
position on the Wilmot Proviso P 

“ The most charitable construction I could put 
upon the language was, that if I would reverse my 
position on that question, anff give him a written 
pledge to that effect, l could haw the advert isement; 


r YORK AND OHIO. 


The Legislatures of these two States are con¬ 
trolled by very different views of public policy in 
regard to slavery. The first important act of the 
Legislature of Now York was the almost unani¬ 
mous passage of resolutions, affirming, in manly 
and explicit terms, its settled opposition to the 
extension of slavery, and instructing its Senators 
in Congress accordingly. Such resolutions were 
proposed as were unobjectionable to all parties. 
The groat object was, not to. use the question of 
slavery as an electioneering issue, but to array 
Whigs and Democrats in united phalanx against 
the further enoroaohments of the Slave Power. 

We see no evidence of suoh a spirit in the Ohio' 
Legislature. Tho parties there seem to think 
more of gaining some petty advantage ovor each 
other, than of making a united demonstration in 
favor of the cause of Freedom. 

The extent of the action of the Legislature thus 
far, is shown by the following resolutions: 

“ 1. Resolved by the General Assembly of the Stale 
of Ohio, That whatever difference of opinion may 
exist as to the power of Congress to prohibit a 
formation of slave States out of territory already 
belonging to tho Federal Government, and enti- 
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tlod to admission into the Union, there cannot be 
any rational ground for such difference of opinion, 
as to territory that may be hereafter obtained by 
conquest or purchase; that foreign territory pur¬ 
chased by the national treasure, or conquered by 
the national army, is, and in the nature of the 
case must be, subject to national control, to be oc¬ 
cupied only upon such conditions, arid governed 
by such institutions, as the national will may dic¬ 
tate. 

“ 3. Resolved, That the present war with Mex¬ 
ico was neither sought nor advised by the State 
of Ohio, and while its end and results arc and 
have been beyond her control and foresight, her 
citizens have been with thonational flag, and have 
attested their devotion to it on many fields, and 
through divers perils; that the State of Ohio 
neither socksnor advises the acquisition of further 
territory by conquest or by purchaso, nor is the 
power of shaping the national policy in her 
hands; but she hereby protests, by every drop 
of blood that has boon spilt by her citizens, by 
every flag that lias been unrolled from her bor¬ 
ders, by tho spirit of her sisterhood with the 
American States, that any territory acquired, 
either by purchase or by conquest, as the result 
of this war, shall be Rational territory; and that 
the State of Ohio must be heard, and will have a 
share in determining the character of the insti¬ 
tutions by which such territory shall be governed. 

“ 3. Resolved , That the Governor be directed to 
transmit a copy of these resolutions to our Repre¬ 
sentatives and Senators in Congress, and to the 
Governors of the several States in the Union.” 

These were adoptod in the House by a vote of 
37 yeas to 24 nays—a Whig majority. 

Much debate preceded their adoption, Mr. 
Smith, a Democratic momber from Hamilton, 
having moved as an amendment the resolutiqn 
recently adopted by the State Democratic Con¬ 
vention at Columbus, denouncing slavery ns an 
evil, and pledging the people of Ohio to use all 
the powors conferred by the National Compact, 
to provent its extension, to mitigate, and finally 
eradioato tho evil. But this was rejected. 

Subsequently, another series of resolutions 
was reported from the Committee on Federal Re¬ 
lations, containing an expression of opposition to 
tho system of slavery, and instructions to the 
Ohio Sonators in Congress to vote against its 
extension, but embracing, in addition, resolu¬ 
tions concerning tho character and origin of the 
war, and the duty of the Government in regard 
to tho withdrawal of American troops, calculated 
to inflame the opposition of the Democrats, and 
thus endanger tho passage of tho whole series. 
We know not tho motives which influence the ma¬ 
jority of the Houso, but their oourse seems to us 
exceedingly unwise, to use no harder word. Is 
it not possible to present the Anti-Slavery issue, 
stripped of all embarrassing appondages, and to 
obtain a general, if not unanimous, vote of the 
Legislature in its support ? If so, it is madness 
not to do it, and to place the Democratic members 
of the Legislature in a false position on that point; 
for, unanimity on that point once secured, and 
they might divido then as they pleased on ques¬ 
tions respecting the origin of the war, territorial 
indemnity, &c. The resolutions, we are glad to 
see, were referred to a select committee of three- 


From the Missouri Republican. 

THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF NEW MEXICO. 

Letters from our correspondent at Independ¬ 
ence announce the arrival at that place of Mr. 
Aubrey, merchant of Santa Fo, in the inoredibly 
short period of fourteen days between the two 
points. 

In the papers forwarded to us we find the pro¬ 
ceedings of tho Legislature of New Mexico. That 
body assembled at Santa Fc on the Cth of Dccem- 

At 3 o’clock the message of Governor Vigil was 
sent to tho Legislature by Mr. Smith, the Attor¬ 
ney General, and read. 

On Tuesday, tho various and usual standing 
committcos were appointed. We recognise the 
names of a few Americans among thorn. 

Many bills wero under consideration, involving 
almost overy conceivable subject of legislation. 

Among thorn was a bill calling a convention to 
lake into consideration the annexation of the Territory 
of Nero Mexico to the United States. This bill pro¬ 
vides : 

1. That an election shall bo held in the several 
counties (fifteen days after this Legislature uil- 
icairns) for the election of delegates to take into 
consideration the annexation of this Territory to 
the United States; and in oose it' meets with ap¬ 
probation, to devise such measures and adopt such 
acts as will most speedily effect, the same. 

Section 2 prescribes tho number of representa¬ 
tives oach county shall send. 

Section 3 prescribes tho modo of holding the 
' elections. 

Section 4 proscribes the returns, and to whom 
they shall he made, of the election, and how a 
certificate of election shall bo given. 

This bill passed both Houses, and was signed 
by the Governor. The Convention is to meet in 
February. 

Tho Santa Ft: Republican remarks of the pro¬ 
ceedings of the Legislature: 

“Tho proceedings in both Houses are conduct¬ 
ed with dignity and decorum, and in a manner 
highly creditable to men unaccustomed to our 
system of legislation. All that is wanted is a 
little time and a little labor to make New Mexico 
a worthy and respeotablo portion of the United 
States.” 

It should be rooolleoted, in estimating the value 
of the proceedings of this Legislature, that the 
country is in the military possession of the Uni¬ 
ted States, and that military government there is 
supreme. 

On tho day Mr. A. left Santa Fc, the Senato¬ 
rial branch of tho Legislature, consisting, with a 
single exception, of Mexicans, adjourned sine die, 
and a warm dobato was going on in tho House as 
to its right to do so. Tho cause of its adjourning, 
it is stated, was a bill in relation to marriages, 
authorizing Judges of the Courts, Justices, &c., to 
perform the marriage ceremony, tho Senate re¬ 
garding it as an innovation on their religion. 

ANOTHER PAPER AT WASHINGTON—REA¬ 
SONS THEREFOR. 

Members of tho Liberty League, and persons 
friendly to it, assembled in Convention at Au¬ 
burn, New York, on tho 12th Of January, and, 
continued in session two days. Thoir object is, 
either to induce tho Liberty party to enlarge its 
basis, so as to embrace all questions that can af- 
feot the political relations of man, or to supersede 
it by another Liberty party. One of the resolutions 
passed, declares in favor of a National Conven¬ 
tion “ of the Liberty party,” to be held at Buffalo 
on the 14th and 15th days of next June. Of 
course, anybody has a perfeot right to call a Na¬ 
tional Convention of tho Liberty party, if Lib¬ 
erty men will come for the calling. The object 
of tho now Convention, so far as wo understand 
it, is to determino the true principles and policy 
of tho party, and also to decide upon the fitness 
of the Buffalo nominations to represent what shall 
be deemed by tho new Convention, such Princi¬ 
ples and Policy. 

The following resolution was adopted by the 
mooting, drawn up, we believe, by Mr. Gcrrit 
Smith: 

“ Whereas it is proposed to establish in the 
city of Washington, a newspaper, which shall be 
the open and unqualified advocate of slavery; and 
whereas, in the’event of its establishment, it will 
be very important to have there a Liberty party 
newspaper also—a newspaper, which shall be effi¬ 
cient for the overthrow of slavery, by faithfully 
representing and inculcating tho distinctive fea¬ 
tures of that party; tho principle, for instance, 
that the Federal Constitution is a positively Anti- 
Slavery, instead of being, as the editor of the 
National Era interprets it, a positively Pro-Sla¬ 
very instrument; and that, instead of providing 
power, as this editor supposes, to seize the fugi¬ 
tive, and thereby create .slavery even within the 
limits of a free State, it provides power to over¬ 
throw slavery within tho limits of a every slave 
State; the principle, ior instance, that the laws, 
by which shivclioldors retain their fellow-men in 
slavery, are entitled to no more respect than the 
Jaws of any other pirates; and that it is right—a 
.high and Heaven-required duty, the editor of the 
JS’utional Era to the contrary notwithstanding—to 
nd\ rise and help slaves to escape from their prison- 
horn. 'o; the principle, for instance, that the Liberty 
party is, notwithstanding the contrary judgment 
of this editor, a permanent, party, and therefore 
bound 1 .1 look after all the political interests of the 
country; =md .to denounce, not only - slavery, but 
such other' giant oppressions, as war, and land mo¬ 
nopoly, an <J the (traffic in intoxicating drinks, and 
commerci al restrictions ; and to lift up its warn¬ 
ings ngain'fit secret societies ; tho principle, for in¬ 
stance, ho .vever it may bo rogarded by the editor 
of the National Era, that no slaveholder is fit for 
civil office, ; tnd no person who thinks a slavehold¬ 
er fit to wiel d its sacred powers; and the princi¬ 
ple, for instan ’$e, however it may be regarded by 


this editor, that no advocates of nor apologists for 
slavery, nor 1 dumb dogs,’ who keep silence re¬ 
garding it, are worthy of ecclesiastical confidence 
or patronage : 

“ Resolved , therefore, That, Qod helping us, we 
will promptly follow-up the establishment of the 
contemplated Pro-Slavery press with the estab¬ 
lishment of an Anti-Slavery press of the Liberty 
party type; and 

Resolved, further, That we intend herein no dis¬ 
paragement of the eminent talent and literary ex¬ 
cellence which characterize the National Era, 
and no denial that there are respects in which 
that paper is useful to the Anti-Slavery cause, 
notwithstanding the deep injury it does to it, 
among such as mistake it for an exponent of the 
views of the Liberty party, and among such as 
mistake the diluted and inoffensive doctrines of 
its columns, for those stern, uncompromising, and 
glorious ones, by the power of which, a Garrison 
and a Weld, a Goodell and a Green, have brok¬ 
en the guilty slumbers of this oppressive nation, 
and prepared the way for the speedy deliverance 
of the slave. 

“ Resolved, That the committee for raising and 
disbursing the aforementioned two thousand dol¬ 
lars be also the committeo for raising, in the 
event of tho establishment of the contemplated 
Pro-Slavery press aforesaid, six thousand dol¬ 
lars, in three successive yearly instalments of 
two thousand dollars each; and 

11 Resolved, further, That this committee shall 
pay the said six thousand dollars, as fast as they 
shall reocive the same, to William Goodell and 
Samuel W. Green, or such other wise and true¬ 
hearted and rigidly economical men, as shall, in 
the event aforesaid, establish a Liberty party 
newspaper in the city of Washington, and con¬ 
tinue it during the time they nro receiving the 
moneys aforesaid; and 

“ Resolved, further, That this committee begin, 
forthwith, to solicit promises of contributions to 
this fund of six thousand dollars.” 

Wo are under obligations to this Convention '• 
for its favorablo opinion of the Era. It is grati¬ 
fying to learn, that it regards our doctrines as 
“ inoffensive” rather than noxious. What-it con¬ 
siders, “stern, uncompromising, and glorious” 
dootrinos, we are to infer, we suppose, from a res¬ 
olution immediately preceding the dissertation 
upon the Era, in which several gentlemen are 
constituted a committee to raise $2,000, of which 
they are instructed to 11 pay to the Publisher of 
the Albany Patriot, $250; to tho Publisher of 
Young America, $100; to the Publisher of the 
Chromotype, $00; to the Publisher of the True 
American and Religious Examiner, $60; to the 
Publisher of tho JIamstead Journal, $30'; (in all, 
$500) in exchange for an equivalent number of 
copies of their newspapers, to be sent for one 
year to such persons as the committee shall desig¬ 
nate, or permit the Publishers to designate.” 

We have not one word to say against these pa¬ 
pers. Each has its vocation, and is laboring man¬ 
fully in it. As this Convention, however, professes 
to represent the True Liberty Party, and can 
find no “stern, uncompromising, and glorious” 
doctrines in the Era, it may be well to advert for 
a moment to the “ stern, uncompromising, and 
glorious" doctrines, of the papers to which they 
have given their God-speed. 

The gentlemen comprising tho Convention, 
found their whole creed of civil government and 
a political party, upon the Law of God, especially 
as recorded in the Holy Scriptures. We do not 
wish to wrong our friend of the Chronotype, but. 
if we mistake not, he attaches as much inspiration 
to the sayings of Confucius, as to the Scriptures 
of Moses, the Prophets, and Apostles. 

Those gentlemen, especially Mr. Gcrrit Smith 
and his particular friends, demand that the United 
States bring back their troops within their limits, 
and make ample reparation to Mexico. The editor 
of the Albany Patriot is in favor of continuing tho 
American army in Mexico, and annexing that 
oountry by force, if we understand him. 

“ For simplicity’s sake, and to reduce the things 
to a point, suppose one of the truest and ablest 
men in tho country were now put at the head of 
affairs just as they are, with a Congress ready to 
approve his recommendations. Would it be his 
duty to withdraw the army from Mexico, and 
abandon the people to the disorder, confusion, and 
violence, that would ensue upon that step ? For 
ourselves, we arc free to answer—No. Others 
will answer aocording to their own convictions. 
Opposed as we are to all wars, from principle and 
policy, wo still hold to the rightfulncss and neces¬ 
sity of a national not less than a local police. 
Thus, if it were in our power, we would establish 
a police in South Carolinaand Kentucky, vigorous 
enough and clothed with functions suifioiently 
precise and energetic to compel Calhoun and Clay 
to open fair aooounts with the people that labor 
for them—to pay for the services rendered them 
up to tho last honeBtred oent. Heaven knows we 
would do it, come what might! Well, down in 
Mexico, the people endure all the oppression and 
extortion that can well be described, excepting only 
ohattelhood itself. They have no protection—no 
guidance—no justice—no Government. Should 
we abandon thorn to luck—priestcraft—military 
exactions—robber spoliations? We would do no 
such thing, but should feel called upon by tho 
weightiest considerations to establish ‘justice be¬ 
tween a man and his neighbor’ there os clse- 

These gentlemen, in one of their resolutions, 
declare that wars and tariffs and land monopo¬ 
lies ore great wrongs in themselves, and “sup¬ 
ports of tho greater wrong of slavery.” 

Young America considers land monopoly the 
greatest of all wrongs, slavery as of minor oonse- 
quence, and its allusions to it “ few and far be¬ 
tween.” The question is not in fact discussed in 
its columns. And, how it regards any direct 
practical measures designed to stay the progress 
of slavery, the reader may learn from the follow¬ 
ing extract from one of its editorials: 

“ They (Land Reformers) do not undervaluo the 
Federal Constitution; but while they see promi¬ 
nent men of the two great parties continually at 
loggerheads concerning the meaning of various 
parts of that instrument, they do not think it 
policy to wait another seventy yoars, till all those 
doubtful points are settled, before they secure some 
sort of a foothold on tho earth for themselves and 
their children. Therefore, when they come to 
question the various party candidates, (as it is 
their policy to do,) they will not think it necessary 
to inquire their opinions concerning the regulation of 
commerce, the Wilmot Proviso, or any of the thousand 
■ami one fractional or Surface measures which are pro¬ 
posed to tinker up a rotten civilization 

But enough. We will not push our Universal 
Reform friends too hard, lest we should lose our 
reputation for inoffensiveness. All we have to say 
is, there is room in Washington for any number 
of “ stern, uncompromising, and glorious” papers, 
so that they can Sind support. We are not sure that 
our friend of the Albany Patriot, for example) 
would he remove his paper to Washington, might 
not obtain a fair share of the Government print¬ 
ing, after his declaration above quoted. 

Seriously : the field of Reform is large; the 
laborers are few; why should they stop their 
work, and go to fighting among themselves, be¬ 
cause one devotes himself to cutting down weeds 
along the fences, another tends a little truck patch 
in a corner, another expends his strength in 
grubbing up old stumps, another is busy in col¬ 
lecting and burning brush, and still another will 
drive his ploughshare deep across the entire field? 
There is room for all sorts of labor, and all kinds 
of patent hoes, plows, and harrows. The Great 
Proprietor knows how to make them all service- 


JUDGJE McEEAN AND THE WAR. 

The following letter was written to a gentle¬ 
man in this State, and has been furnished us for 
publication. Tlic opinions of our distinguished 
men, upon the war and the means of ending it, 
should bo known. Judge McLean occupies a high 
official position, and has been named and has 
many friends in the several States for the Presi¬ 
dency. His opinions and suggestions will be 
highly appreciated, and tend to direct the public 
attention to the ruinous consequences of the war. 

Cin. Gaz. 

Washington, January 7, 1848. 

My Dear Sir: To all human appearance,the 
termination of this miserable war with Mexico is 
more .remote than when tho first blow was struck. 
In my judgment, it was unnecessarily and uncon¬ 
stitutionally commenced, by marching our army 
into disputed territory in the possession of Mexi¬ 
co. And I think that Congress, who unquestion¬ 
ably have the power, should put an end to the 
war on just and honorable principles. 

After agreeing upon the terms on which a 
treaty should be made, they should call upon the 
Executive by resolution to offer a peace to Mexi¬ 
co upon that basis; and during the negotiation 
hostilities should bo suspended. If the President 
shall refuse to do this, in the military appropria¬ 
tion bills the army should be required to take 
such positions as shall carry out tho views of 
Congress. These bills the President could not 


veto, and he would be bound by their require¬ 
ments. This may bo done by the House. 

1 hope Congress will refuse to issue any more 
treasury notes. The notes demanded, in addition 
to those already in circulation, would flood the 
country with that description of paper. Such an 
emission would constitute a Government bank, 
controlled and managed by a party administration. 
We have now fifteen millions of treasury notes in 
circulation, and authority to issue five millions 
more. I would not increase this circulation a 
dollar, but reduce as rapidly as possible. Such 
a system would be incomparably more dangerous 
to the public morals and tho public liberty, than 
any other system of banking that could be de¬ 
vised. 

To meet any deficiency of the revenueto pay 
the current expenses of the war, I would author¬ 
ize loans at par, paying not more than six per 
cent, interest; and if loans cannot be made at this 
rate, let the administration resort to a system of 
taxation, which shall cause the people to feel the 
expense of the war. All wars should be accom¬ 
panied by a system of direct and internal taxa¬ 
tion. Nothing short of this can show, in addition 
to the sacrifice of life, what we pay for military 
glory. This was the policy in the better days of 
the republic. 

The late war with England was nobly sustained 
by the people, not only in the field but by the 
payment of taxes. And they will sustain every 
just war, in which our country shall be involved. 
But I risk nothing in saying that an attempt to 
adopt, such a system of taxation would wind up 
this Mexican war in sixty days. And this shows 
that the war should he put an end to. This may 
be done by Congress in ninety days, and I pray 
God that they may do it. 

Very truly yours, 

John McLean. 


For the National Era. 
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Where leaves by bitter winds are heaped 
In the deep hollows, damp and cold, 

And the light snow-shower silently 
Is falling on the yellow mould, 

Sleeps one who was our friend below; 

With meek hands folded on her breast, 
When the first flowers of summer died, 

We softly laid her down to rest. 

By her were blessings freely strewn, 

As roses by the summer’s breath; 

Yet nothing in her perfect life 
Was half so lovely as her death. 

In the meek beauty of a faith 
Which few have ever proved like her, 

She shrunk not even when she felt 
The chill breath of the sepulchro. 

■Heavier, and heavier still, she leaned 
Upon His arm who died to save, 

Ab step by step he led her down 
To the still chamber of the grave! 

’Twas at the midnight’s solemn watch 
She sunk to slumber, calm and deep— 

The golden fingers of tho dawn 
Shall never wake her from that sleep. 

From him, who was her friend below, 

She turned to meet her Heavenly Guide; 
And the sweet children of her love, 

She left them sleeping when she died. 

Her last of suns wont calmly down, 

And when the morn rose bright and clear, 
Her’s was a holier Sabbath day 
Than that which dawned upon us here. 
Mount Healthy, Ohio. 

The Workingman’s Political Economy. By 
John Pickering. , Cincinnati, Onio.—We have 
been much interested, for several days past, in a 
careful perusal of a recent and novel work, enti¬ 
tled, “ The Workingman’s Political Economy.” 

The author is a citizen of Cincinnati, John 
Pickering, who, previous to last winter, had for 
quite a number of years, we believe, officiated as 
Librarian of the Cincinnati Mechanics’ Institute; 
an institution which, through its lectures and va¬ 
rious other systems of instruction, together with 
its well-supplied library, has long been of great 
benefit to the young mechanics of the Elueen City. 
The library abounds with masterly treatises upon 
the most important subjects. From this mine of 
knowledge, Mr. Pickering must have procured 
the materials to assist his own independent reflec¬ 
tions. The work under consideration amply 
testifies to his industrious labors in such intel¬ 
lectual research. From the contents of this we 
are ready to believe that he must have pored with 
earnest and patient attention into every volume 
hitherto published on the subject of Political 
Economy. 

The style of the book is plain, and an “ unvar¬ 
nished ” statement of facts and arguments is pre¬ 
sented in strong language. 

To the operatives of the country the work is 
especially dedicated. The principles therein 
taught conflict with every rule of trade now act¬ 
ed upon throughout the whole civilized world. 

Land Monopoly, and the “ Unrighteous Distri¬ 
bution” of Wealth, are the principal themes of 
his animadversion. 

By remitting current money, post-paid, $1, to 
John Pickering, No 150 West Fifth street, Cin¬ 
cinnati, Ohio, any person will recieve it, by mail, 
free of postage. Three dollars will purchaso 
four copies. 

We neglected to mention that it contains 208 
pages octavo, admirably stereotyped according to 
a new and curious invention by Josiah Warren, 
of New Harmony, Indiana. * 

Tub Union Magazine op Literature and Art.-Is- 
kae^ Post, New York, Publisher. Edited by Mrs. C. M. 
Kirkland. 

We have received the February number of this 
excellent monthly. As usual, it is filled with rich 
and varied articles, in poetry and prose, from the 
pons of Mrs. Ellis, Miss Gould, Miss A. C. 
Brown, Park Benjamin, Sims, 3. R. Orton, and 
others. There are four steel engravings, a fiishion 
plate, and eight wood engravings, all in illustra¬ 
tion of the contents, which serve to enrich as well 
as embellish the work. * 


Russell Jarvis, Esq., well known as the Editor 
of the Ledger, and one of the deepest thinkers 
and closest rcasoners of the present age, delivered 
a Lecture in Philadelphia on Saturday ovening, 
in which he proved, beyond all cavil, that Con¬ 
gress has an indisputable right to abolish the intlr- 
aal slave trade between the States! and (so far as 
the Territories of the United States are con¬ 
cerned) to abolish Slavery itself. Such a lecture 
would be highly useful at the Federal City at the 
prosent juncture. 

Could not the friends of freedom prevail upon 
him to deliver that lecture at Washingion City? 

Men of mind, having sufficient understanding 
to appreciate a terse, logical discourse, could not 
fail being pleased with the masterly manner in 
which he treats this important subject. 

S. W. E. 


NORTHERN STATESMEN AT THE SOUTH. 

The Richmond fVa.) Whig styles the letter of 
General Cass, in relation to the Wilmot Proviso, 
an “ electioneering” one, and remarks: 

“ Concurring entirely in the sound views which 
he presents on that subjoct, we have only to re¬ 
peat our regret that be voted for the Wilmot Pro¬ 
viso at tho session before last of Congress, and 
that at the last session he announced, in a long 
and elaborate speech, his continued adherence to the 
principle embodied in it. If Senator Cass had ac¬ 
counted for his sudden change of opinion, by 
citing some argument against the Proviso which 
had not been previously addressed to him in vain, 
our confidence in the integrity of his motives and 
in the sincerity of his conversion would have 
been much greater than it is, or than, under exist¬ 
ing circumstances, it can possibly be. We can¬ 
not, for the life of us, conceive how it is that he 
has recently been eenvinoed of the error of his 
old opinions, and become all at once so very clear 
and decided in his convictions of that error, by 
the use of arguments, which have nothing of the 
charm or the force of novelty to recommend them, 
and which were at first, and for more than twelve 
months, powerless to satisfy himself of the un- 
constitutionality and danger of Mr. Wilmot’s 
proposition! We beg leave to say, however, that 
we do not regret that he has taken this course. 
On the contrary, we are glad to see that the vote 
of the South is yet influential enough to convince 
certain gentlemen of the impolicy of assailing 
her, when all other arguments fail to produce that 

The Charleston Mercury also takes a very philo¬ 
sophical view of these movements among North¬ 
ern politicians. It says: 

“ The approach of this mighty struggio for 


spoils—the Presidential election—and the disas¬ 
trous defeat which awaits the Democratic party, 
in that great contest, unless the North and South 
can be united, have brought forth a letter from 
Mr. Buchanan, a speech from Mr. Dallas, resolu¬ 
tions in tho Senate from Mr. Dickinson, and, 
within the last few days, a letter from General 
Cass.” 

How do our Presidential candidates relish sueh 
thanks for their disinterested labors and sacri¬ 
fices? 


NORTH AND SOUTH. 

“ A contemporary, in alluding to tho singular 
Ihot mentioned by Mr. Kendall, that the Norths 
ern troops endure the climate of Mexico hotter 
than the Southern, says that Segur, in his histo¬ 
ry of the expedition to Russia, states that the 
Italian troops and those from the south of France 
endured the horrors of the retreat better than the 
more northern men. If this be true, it is still 
more singular .”—Saturday Evening Post. 

The fact stated in this paragraph respecting 
the greater endurance of the Northern troops is 
now generally admitted. It was thought that the 
Southern troops would suffer less from- the cli¬ 
mate of Mexico, but tho sick lists tell another 
story. We suppose the explanation-is this: The 
volunteers who enlisted in the Southern States 
were generally unused to labor or hardships. 
Many were gentlemen’s sons; few had been 
brought up in the workshops or on farms. In 
the North, industry and endurance are char¬ 
acteristic of the people. Its volunteers were 
men accustomed to labor. They were men of the 
plough, the anvil, the pickaxe. Their muscle 
was developed, their sinews hardened, their frames 
rendered enduring by toil, and, dependent upon 
themselves alone, they had learned the art of tak¬ 
ing care of “ number one.” 

Select of Southerii men only from that small 
class who are accustomed to take it “ rough and 
tumble,” and earn their bread by the sweat of 
their own brows, and we doubt not they would 
show as much endurance as their Northern breth¬ 
ren. The difference in the two systoms of labor 
adopted in the two sections explains the whole 
matter. 


THIJITIET^CONGRESS. 

FIRST SESSION. 

January 28. 

Senate. —Mr. Greene presented a resolution 
from the Legislature of Rhode Island, instructing 
her Senators to vote against any tax. on tea and 
coffee. Mr. Rusk presented a bill to authorize 
the President to increase the naval establishment 
of the United States. Mr. Pearce reported a bill 
from the Committee on the Library, to authorize 
the purchase of the papers of Alexander Hamil- 
I ton. The resolution submitted by Mr. Hannegan, 
in relation to the preservation of Senatorial 
monuments, was adopted. Mr. Miller offered a 
resolution requesting the President to inform the 
Senate whether he had caused any taxes, duties, 
or imposts, to be laid upon the property of Amer¬ 
ican citizens in Mexico, &c., and if so, by what 
authority. 

The Ten Regiment Bill coming up, Mr. Cass 
expressed a hope that the speeches of Senators 
would hereafter be oompleted in one day, and that 
the debate upon the bill might be brought to a 
close by the end of next week, or early in the 
following week. 

Mr. Phelps resumed and concluded his speech, 
directing attention chiefly to the financial aspect 
of the war question. 

Mr. Davis obtained tho floor, the Senate went 
into Executive session, and soon after adjourned. 

House. —The blouse soon after the opening of 
the session went into Committee of the Whole on 
the private calendar. Some time having been 
spent in the consideration of privato bills, on a 
motion that the Committee rise, there was no. quo¬ 
rum. The roll was then called, the Committee 
rose, and the names of the absentees were ordered 
to be entered on the Journal of tho House, in 
compliance with the rule. The House again went 
into Committee of the Whole, and aftor further 
action, rose, and the Chairman repotted a bill to 
provide additional examiners in the Patent Office, 
with the recommendation that the Committee of 
the Whole be discharged from its further consid¬ 
eration, and that it be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. Bills 
for the relief of James Brown, Edward Quinn, 

> George Newton, Russel Goss, David Myerle, and 
Allocnc Alien, we.ro alec, roported, RevorcJfy cen- 

sidered, and passed. 

The Committee of the Whole House was dis¬ 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
authorizing attachments on mesne process in the 
county of Washington, which was then referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
tho Union. 

No other business of general interest was trans¬ 
acted except the passage of the Senate bill, sup¬ 
plementary to an act to regulate the appellate 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in certain 

The House adjourned. 

Senate did not sit to-day. 

House. —Mr. Yinton, from the Committeo of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill making appro¬ 
priation for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian department, &c. Read and com¬ 
mitted. 

Also, a bill to supply deficiencies in the appro¬ 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
January 30th, 1848. 

Mr. Yinton indioated his purpose to call this 
bill up, so soon as it could 'Be printed, with the 
accompanying papers. It proposes to appropriate 
between twelve and thirteen millions of dollars, 
beside tho million appropriation early in the ses¬ 
sion, to supply the deficiency in the appropriation 
of the last Congress. Mr. V. said the Committeo 
of Ways and Means had been prevented from re¬ 
porting this bill at an earlier day by circumstances 
not under its own control. It will be recollected, 
that at the beginning of the session a million of 
dollars was appropriated to meet the immediate 
wants of the Department until the^residue of the 
deficiency could bo inquired into. On looking 
into the estimates, it was found that the Paymas¬ 
ter General had reported to the Secretary of 
War at the commencement of the session that he 
could not estimate for the deficiency in his De¬ 
partment till he received further returns from 
Mexico. About four weeks ago, the Secretary of 
War transmitted to the committee the Paymas¬ 
ter’s estimate of the deficiency in that branch of 
the service, amounting to three millions seven 
hundred and seventy-one thousand dollars. It 
was laid before the committee the day after its 
receipt; but, as it was not accompanied by a de¬ 
tailed statement of the items, the committee di¬ 
rected him to write to the Secretary of War for 
such a statement, both from the Paymaster and 
Quartermaster’s departments. He believed eve¬ 
ry diligence and effort had been used by the De¬ 
partment to comply with the call of the committee 
at as early a day as practicable, but it was not till 
within tho present week that the information had 
been received by the committee. 

There was another bill also which required the 
prompt attention of the House, and which he would 
avail himself of this occasion to give notice ef his 
intention to sail up at an early day. Ho had ref¬ 
erence to the loan bill. He had imagined that 
the fortunate discovery of an error, which showed 
there-were in the Troasury near seven millions of 
means more than was supposed to exist there, had 
obviated the necessity of immediate action on that 
bill. But two days ago, he had received a letter 
from the acting Secretary of the Treasury, stating 
that its immediate consideration was highly neces¬ 
sary. It is known to the members of this House 
that the annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury has not yet been printed. 

A conversational debate now took place, in 
which the blame of the delay in furnishing the 
documents was imputed by some to the public 
printers, by others, to the Treasury Department. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the private calendar. The bill for the relief 
of Mary Brown was agreed to, the Committee 
rose, reported it, the House passed it, and ad¬ 
journed. 

January 31. 

Senate.— The Vice President laid before the 
Senate a communication from the President, in re¬ 
ply to a resolution, asking whether tho order of 
General Scott, No. 376, had been issued under in¬ 
structions from the War Department. 

The Secretary says, that no special instructions 
had been given, but the General doubtless, acted 
under the general instructions on the subject of 
levying contributions. He also furnishes an ex¬ 
tract from the letter of General Scott, of 18th 
September, 1848, in which the General, assuming 
the force en route to be 6,500, and that 4,000 more 
are soon to follow, says that he can'hold the capi¬ 
tal with 7,500, against any combination of exter¬ 
nal or internal assault, and have an amjle sur¬ 
plus to occupy Puebla, Perote, Xalapa, :he Na¬ 
tional Bridge, the Peso de Obejas, Santa fe, and 
Vera Cruz. 

As a modification of the plan, he states that 
with 30,000 he can occupy the mining district, and 
afford a secure travel to gold and silver bullion, 
which, paying the customary duties, wouldcovera 
considerable part of the expense of occipation. 
He further suggests, that to augment the trmy to 
50,000 would enable him to occupy all tin State 
capitals and principal cities, annihilate the gueril¬ 


las, seize all the revenues of the country, and 
keep the Central Government in constant alarm. 
To withdraw the army from the interior of tho 
country, occupy the strong points within the 
boundaries which the United States intend to hold 
permanently, blow up tho citadel in the capital, 
the fortresses of Chapnltepeo, Perote, San Juan 
d’Ulua, and the walls of Vera Cruz, (unless it bo 
preferred to garrison the last two,) destroy all 
iron guns captured, and carry off all brass ones, 
with all ordnance stores, and strictly blockade tho 
ports not garrisoned by our troops, would bo es¬ 
sential, he thinks, to the conquest of peace. 

Two other communications wero received, one 
furnishing the letters of General Taylor in re¬ 
gard to a defensive lino, the other, a report ef tho 
Director of the Mint. 

Mr. Atchison, presented a memorial from the 
Legislature of Missouri, asking for the organiza¬ 
tion of a Territory west of Missouri. It is now 
occupied, it is stated, by 30,000 Indians, and, if 
opened to tho white man, would soon become a 
powerful State. 

By the same, a memorial from the same, in fa¬ 
vor of the Missouri compromise. 

Mr. Breesc, from tho Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the bill to create the office of 
Surveyor General of the public lands of Oregon, 
and to grant donation rights to settlers therein. 

Mr. Niles, from the Committee on the Post 
Office, reported a bill to allow postmasters the 
rates of commission authorized to be paid in the 
1st section of the act of March 3, 1815. The 
Senate resumed tho consideration of the Ten 
Regiment Bill, when Mr. Davis rose and spoke 
till a late hour in support of tho bill and in favor 
of the acquisition of territory. 

. House. —This being resolution day, numerous 
resolutions were offered, some of inquiry, some 
in relation to the establishment of mail routes, 
some in relation to the public lands, some con¬ 
cerning the annexation of Mexico, or portions 
thereof, &c. Some were adopted, some referred, 
many wero laid over under the rule, as giving 
rise to debate. 

Mr. Turner asked leave to introduce a joint 
resolution for the annexation of Upper and Low¬ 
er California. It being objected to, the, yeas and 
nays were ordered on granting leave, but before 
the question was taken, Mr. Brodhead signified 
his intention to debate the motion to grant leave, 
and it was laid over under the rule. 

Mr. Meade moved a resolution that it was in¬ 
expedient and unwise to annex the whole of Mex¬ 
ico, and that the territory lying north of the lino 
proposed by Mr. Trist is sufficient indemnity for 
the expenses of the war. Laid over. 

Mr. Giddings moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five mem¬ 
bers be appointed to inquire into and report to 
this House, whether the slave trade is carried on 
within the District of Columbia; if so, by what 
legal authority it is sustained; and whether any 
modification of the existing acts of Congress on 
that subject is expedient at this time. 

Mr. Giddings moved the previous question. 

Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina, moved to lay 
the resolution on the table. 

The question was decided in the negative—ayes 

Mr. Cobb rose to a question of ordor. He rais¬ 
ed the point that it was not in order upon the in¬ 
troduction of a resolution to move tho previous 
question, and thereby out off the House from its 
consideration, when the rulo of the House ex¬ 
pressly provided that in the event of debate the 
resolution goes over. 

The Speaker said he could only state, as he had 
already stated several times during the session, 
that under the precedents, which could be raised 
to almost any extent from the journal, he was 
bound to decide that the previous question might 
be moved, and, if sustained, it would bring the 
House to a direct vote. 

Mr. Cobb knew tho Chair was correct with ref¬ 
erence to the precedents; but he thought tho 
practice had been erroneous, and be wished a de¬ 
cision on the subject by the House. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana. Has not the House al¬ 
ready decided at this session, upon appeal, that 
the decision of the Chair is correct ? 

Tho Speaker replied, he believed there had 
been such a decision. 

Mr. Cobb said he had no recollection of it. He 
had taken an appeal of this kind, but had with¬ 
drawn it. 

The Speaker read a precedent applicable to 
this case, under date of August 5, 1846, and said 
there wero repeated decisions of the same sort 
during the last session, and previous sessions. 

The question, he said, was on the appeal taken 
by the gentleman from Georgia from the decision 
of the Chair. 

Mr. Burt desired distinctly to understand the 
question whieh had been raised by his friend 
from Georgia, (Mr. Cobb.) 

tions are offered on Monday, under the rules of 
the House, if they give rise to debate, they go 
over to a succeeding day. The gentleman from 
Ohio moved a resolution, and followed it immedi¬ 
ately with a call for the previous question; and 
the question before the House is, whether the call 
for the previous question can cut off the operation 
of tho rule whieh requires that resolutions giving 
rise to debate shall go over to a subsequent day. 
Under repeated decisions of the House, the Chair 
decides that the previous question is in order; 
the gentleman from Georgia appeals from the de¬ 
cision, and the question before the House is on 
the appeal. 

The question “ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of tho House?” was taken 
by tellers, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 
105, noes not counted. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained 

The question on seconding the demand for the 
previous question was then put, and the House 
refused to second the said demand. 

Mr. Stephens then rose and stated his desire to 
debate the resolution, and it was laid over. 

Senate. —Mr. Douglass to-day addressed the 
Senate on the Ten Regiment Bill, in defence of 
Texas and the Texan Revolution, and in support 
of the war and its objects. At the close of his 
speech, the Senate adjourned. 

„ Rouse. —The House went into Committe of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed 
the consideration of the reference of the Presi¬ 
dent’s Message. 

Mr. Goggin, of Virginia, spoke in opposition to 
the war and the Administration. Mr. Morse, of 
Louisiana, fdllowed in a speech severely denunci¬ 
atory of the Whig members, in voting, one way, 
and talking another. 

At 2 o’clock, the hammer of the Chairman fell, 
and the Committee, according to previous resolu¬ 
tion for terminating debate, proceeded at once to 
act upon tho resolutions. 

Tho only important amendment to the resolu¬ 
tions offered by Mr. Vinton, was one adopted on 
motion of Mr. Wilmot, of Pennsylvania, instruct¬ 
ing the Committee of Ways and Means to in¬ 
quire into the expediency of reporting a bill to 
raise five millions of dollars by direct taxation 
upon personal and other property, stocks, &c., to 
be apportioned among the States, annually, dur¬ 
ing the war, and until the extinction of the public 
debt. 

The resolutions having been read, Mr. Brod¬ 
head moved his scries of resolutions as a substi¬ 
tute. On motion of Mr. Wilmot, these also were 
amended in relation to direct taxation, as tho ori¬ 
ginal series, and the question was then taken upon 
them as a substitute, but they were lost—yeas 84, 
nays 93. 

The resolutions moved by Mr. Vinton, as 
amended, were then agreed to, and the Committee 
rose and reported them to the House. The ques¬ 
tion being aWbut to be taken, Mr. Collamcr, of 
Vermont, rose and addressed the House. 


SUPREME COURT. 

January 31.—Frederic W. Sawyer, Esq., of 
Massaclui setts, Thomas Curry, Esq., of Louisiana, 
and Amos Holton, Esq., of the District of Colum¬ 
bia, admitted attorneys and counsellors of this 

Nos. 15, 16. West River Bridge Company as. 
the Town of Brattleboro’ et al. In error to the 
Supreme Court of Vermont. Mr. Justice Daniel 
delivered the opinion of this Court, affirming the 
judgments of said Supreme Court in these Crses, 
with costs. 

No. 81. William T. Pease vs. William Dwight. 
This cause was submitted to the Court, on the 
record and printed arguments, by Mr. Bates for 
the plaintiff in error, and by Mr. Ashmun for the 
defendant. 

No. 85. C. and M. De Armas’s heirs, appellants, 
vs. United States. Submitted to the Court on the 
record and printed arguments, by Mr. Prentiss 
for the appellants, and Mr. Attorney General for 
the appellee. 

No. 120. John Tyler, as President of the United 
States, vs. John II. Hand et al. Submitted to the 
Court on the record and printed arguments, by 
Mr. Attorney General for the plaintiff in error, 
and by Messrs. Adams and Eaton for the defend¬ 
ants in error. 

No. 178. Wm. C. Braskear, plaintiff in error, 
vs. John Y. Mason, Secretary of the Navy of the 
United States. Submitted to tho Court on the 
record and printed argument, by Mr. Attorney 
General for the defendant in error. 

No. 195. Peter Hogg et al., vs. John B. Emerson. 
Submitted to the Court on the record and print¬ 
ed arguments, by Messrs. Upton and Sergeant for 
the plaintiffs in error, and by Messrs. Morton and 
Cutting for defendant in error. 

No. 31. Planters’Bank of Mississippi, plaintiff 
in error, vs. Thomas L. Sharp et al. The argument 
commenced by Mr. Wharton, for the plaintiff in 
error. 


No. 34. Baldwin, Vail, and ITufty, plaintiffs in 
error, vs. James Payne ct al. The argument com¬ 
menced by Mr. Wharton for the plaintiff in error. 
Adjourned till to-morrow, 11 o’clock. 

CORRESPONDENCE OP THE ERA. 

BALTIMORE CORRESPONDENCE. 

Reverdy Johnson—Threatmiugs of a Duel between 
him and a Brother Lawyer—The Taylor Stock 
Market in Maryland—Movement against the Free¬ 
dom of Discuss-ion'in Maryland. 

Baltimore, January 31, 1848. 

To the Editor of the National Era: 

The theme of town talk for some days has 
been the difficulty between Messrs. Brent and 
Johnson. In Baltimore County Court, as ii 
pears, Reverdy Johnson and Robert J. Brent were 
opposing counsel in a case. It having been con¬ 
tinued for several terms, at the request of Mr. 
Johnson, without any response from him, as coun¬ 
sel for tho defendant, Mr. Brent, as counsel for 
the plaintiff, demanded a judgment, according to 
due process of law, whieh was granted. On Wed¬ 
nesday last Mr. Johnson appeared in court, and 
prayed that the judgment be set aside, putting in 
the plea that an advantage had been taken of his 
Senatorial engagements in Washington, which 
was not in keeping with that, courtesy recognised 
binding among the profession. Thereupon M» 
Bront rose, and charged Mr. Johnson with stating 
a falsehood. Angry words wero exchanged, 
until checked by Judge Legrand, who endeavored, 
vain, to reconcile the disputants. Mr. Johnson 
intimated that respect for the court forbad hi 
saying more there, hinting, at the same time, a 
conscious ability “ to protect bis personal honor,’ 
and that he should do so “ in a proper place.’ 
The proper place was, of course, understood tc 
Bladensburg. Tho papers so stated it next 
morning, by way of surmise, and tho whole city 
was thrown into a buzz of speculation and appre¬ 
hension. In the mean time, bonch-warrants were 
placed in the hands of tho high sheriff, for the 
arrest of the parties, who woro both understood 
be absent from the city. It was subsequently 
ascertained that, while tho news of a probable 
was flying to different points, on electric 
wings, and becoming on exciting topic between 
even the President and his guests in the White 
House, where I myself heard it on Friday even¬ 
ing, Mr. Johnson was in AnnapoKs, attending to 
professional business in the Court of Appeals, 
composedly as if nothing had happened. He 
was, however, arrested there, and put under bonds 
to “ keep the peace,” instead of “ oonquering a 
peace.” Mr. Brent, in the mean time, also re¬ 
turned to the city. Tho difficulty was subse¬ 
quently settled, to the satisfaction of both the 
gentlemen, by their “ friends,” and so announced 
to the court and bar on Saturday. 

I am sorry that I am not able to give tho road- 
ers of the Era qny reliable information as to the 
value of “Taylor Stock” in our State. loan, 
however, safely predict that it is not near so high 
ns the article quoted by tlie National Intelligencer, 
from the Annapolis Republican, would make it ap¬ 
pear. A caucus of the Whig members of the 
Legislature is understood to havo been held on 
the 26th instant, at wkioh a counting of noses 
took place. I perceive that an Annapolis letter 
to the New York Tribune puts down the number 
of Taylor men at only 10 out of the 69 Whig 
members. This estimate is probably too low, on 
account of the writer’s wish being father to his 
thoughts; but I think it oomes much nearer Un¬ 
truth than the extravagant calculations of the 
Taylor papers. Of one thing, those whom it 
concerns may rest satisfied. Should the contest 
for the nomination by a National Convention be 
between Taylor and Clay, Maryland will not 
be found halting between two opinions. The 
Whigs of this State are among the most enthusi¬ 
astic admirers of Mr. Clay in tho Union. Not 
only is this particularly bo in the counties, but 
even in this city,' as the reception of Mr. Clay 
dearly demonstrated—and this, notwithstanding 
the patriotic furor of so many of our citizens at 
the commencement of hostilities with Mexico, 
whereby the distant observer is liable to be mis¬ 
led. The truth is, among the masses of our peo¬ 
ple there is no love of military glory, permanent 

though, in the language of Senator John- 
t the Shields and Quitman dinner, he should 
be “ covered all over with glory.” 

Not satisfied with the unwarrantable restric¬ 
tions imposed upon tho liberty of the press by 
the slavery-protecting statutes of this State, cer¬ 
tain persons are making an effort to abridge the 
freedom of speech in like manner. Accordingly, 
a petition has been sent to the Legislature, 
praying the passage of a law prohibiting “ Aboli¬ 
tion lectures” in this State! From tho quarter 
whence it came, (Ceoil county,) i have no doubl 
that the movement has been suggested by the in¬ 
teresting Anti-Slavery meetings, of which I gave 
you an account last summer. It is a virtual ac¬ 
knowledgment that mob violence is no longer suffi¬ 
cient for the suppression of the Anti-Slavery 
feeling of that section of the State; and I fear 
not to guess that it was gotten up by the very 
white slaves who failed to break up one of the 
meetings referrod to, and who are thus showing 
thoir chagrin. 1 do not believe that their prayer 
will receive the assent of a dozen members of the 
Legislature. Why should it ? Is not slavery al¬ 
ready sufficiently guarded by legislation ? If it 
is not, after all the favors shown it, those who de¬ 
sire to perpotuate it in this State had as well 
give up the contest in despair. Certain it is, that 
public sentiment will not back sueh an absurdly 
unwarrantable law; and hence it will be enacted, 
if at all, only to be disregarded or evaded. Every 
manly reformer would say. “ I claim the right of 
free discussion. If you do not want your slaves 
to hear, keep them from the meeting.” So I ad¬ 
dressed myself to the mob in Ceoil, last summer; 
and so 1 would say on every such future occasion. 
And now, once for all, 1 warn the perpetualists— 
the few that are in Maryland—that it is too late 
to arrest the spirit of free discussion! The only 
effect of their tyrannic efforts will be to stimu- 
atc it into activity, and call forth fresh advocates 
of freedom, who shall derive enthusiasm and 
courage from the very perils of tho conflict. It 
is thus Oppression has often defeated its own un¬ 
hallowed aims, in accordance with the immutable 
laws of that Progress, before which even this 
selfishness-cemented fabric of Slavery is doomed 
to demolition. J. E. ° 


ARCH BRIDGE. 

TN these days of patents, improvements, &c., we take greilt 
A pleasure in bringing to the notice of the public one-wliich, 
lombining beauty with undoubted utility, needs only to be 
seen to be approved. 

The model and drawings for the improvement referred to 
are now to be seen at the Patent Offloc, and are for an arch, 
e-iilgc of great strength, and capable of beiug thrown over a 


Any information in relation to it may lie obtained 
indication to John Boynton. South Coventry Com 
Veatherhend tc Brothers, Baltimore, Md. 

Keb. 3.—3t - W. *. (. 


DEATH. 

Died on the 3d of December last, at his mother’s 
residence, in Winchester, Adams county, Ohio, 
of a lingering,pulmonary affection, R. S. Archer. 
in the 32d year of his age, in the firm hope of a 
glorious rosurrection from the dead. 


ANTI-SLAVERY PUBLICATIONS. 

C ENTRAL AGENCY far the sale of Anti-Slavery Publi¬ 
cations , No. SB Srn-uce street, New York .—The subscri¬ 
ber, as Agent of the Executive Committee of the Amerioan 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, would inform tho f 


tail, a full supply of the Anti-Slavery literature »f this < 

try. There can be no doubt, that if the Truth, as it has_ 

set forth by the advocates of emancipation, oan be brought 
before the minds of our fellow-citizens, the most satisfactory 
results will be produced; and it is earnestly hoped that lb 
facilities afforded by the establishment of this new Anti-Sit 
yery Depository will be suitably appreciated and improved. 

It is not deemed best to comprise in this advertisement 
iplete oatalogueof the Books, Pamphlets, Tracts, Engrai 


e following 


_ It may, 

■ a large assortment of Pub 


Letters addressed to Professor Stowe and Dr. Bacon, by 
Rev. A. A. Phelps; Life, Travels, and Opinions of Benjamin 
Lundy; Slavery Examined in the Light of the Bible, by 
Dr. Brisbane; Memoir of the Martyr, Charles T. Torrej 
Slavery Condemned by Christianity, by Dr. Thompson, < 
Edinburgh- Inquiry into the Scriptural Views of Slaver 
by Rev. A. Barnes; Voices of Freedom, by Whittier, four! 
and complete edition; Liberty Minstrel, by George V 
Clarke, seventh edition; Grosvenor’s Review of Fuller an... 
Wayland’s Discussion; Home, written in prisou, by Charles 
T. Torrey: Narratives of Lewis and Milton Clarke, Frede¬ 
rick Douglass, and William Brown; Memoirs of ‘ ' 

Moore; Sumner’s Lecture on White Slavery in the B 

States; S. P. Chase’s Argument in tee Van Zand)., 

Spooner’s Unoonstitutionality of Slavery; Spooner Review¬ 
ed, by Wendell Phillips, Esq.; Goodcll’s Constitutional Ar¬ 
gument Alvan Stewart’s Legal Argument; Condensed Bi¬ 
ble Argument, by a Virginian; Facts for the People, by Lu¬ 
ring Moody; Picture of Slavery, for Youth, by Jonathan 
Walker; the Church as it is, by Parker Pillsbury; Chris¬ 
tianity and Slavery, a Review, by William Hague; Gerrit 
Smith on^Seetarianisni ^Wiiiona, ^tiie Brown Maid of tl 

Despotism in America, by the author of Arehy Moore; A me 

tings of James G. Birney; Reproof of Hie American Churoi 
by the Bishop of Oxford ; the American Church the linlwar 
of Amerioan Slavery; Slavery and the Slaveholders’Rel 
gion, by Brooke; the Legion of Liberty, second division; 
variety of Anti-Slavery Tracts, Engravings, Handbills, Er 

It in confidently hoped that no friend of Human Rights, oi 
a visit to New York, will think of leaving the city withou 
supplying himself with aquantityofourPublioationn.Order 
from all parts of the country, enclosing the cash, and specify 
ing how the parcel maybe sent, will lie promptly attends 
to, by WILLIAM HARNEI), 

Feb. 3_Publishing Agent. No. 22, Spruce street. 


LAW OFFICE, CHICAGO. 

collections. 

Terms of Court , Cook County, Illinois. 
t County court—first Monday in February, May, t 
Circuit court—second Monday in June and Novem 
ttS' Demands for suit should be on hand twenty days be¬ 
fore the tot day of each term. Fob. 3.—1 — 


LONDON ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 

W El rfrr Mr. Darned, agent of the American a 


Reporter, tomako up their files, they will please address IVIr 
earned, No. 22 Sprue? street, New York, post paid, and, if 
P “3 tb ° y wU1 be sent t0 th “ m by “® a free of charge. 


FARM FOR SALE. 

T^OR SALE, a harm, half a mile from, and commanding 
-L excellent view of, the flourishing town of Salem, Coin 
a°I»r y e brick house iU two fl? bty acre8 ' wcl1 
grafted Mb trees, anlbexhauS’c supply ofthe'test 
iter 111 wells and springs, a wcl! of soft water in t 

and beautiful country seat. * ^ONAS D. CATTKLcf ^ 


JUST PUBLISHED, 

POSITION and Duties of the North with regard to SH- 
1 very, by Andrew P. Peabody. Reprinted from the Cl,rit 
u Examiner of July, 1843. An interesting and neat cover 
pamphlet of 22 pages. Price, 10 cents single, $ 1, e i doz- 
, j or sale at the Depository, 22 Spruce street, by 
? eb a ___WJLLIAM HAKNKD. 


... Magazine ... oontams monthly 

sixtj; pages of reading matter, by the tot writers in the 
qdendid ^steel 6 more *- ban * ie New York magazines. Two 
monthly fashion ptate, model'cottars and churohes,°eratehet 
ixpWned°to. r maUcr8 ** thu ladie8 > ali A* touted and well 

oaper, making three’ publications in one month*'M-^two con¬ 
es without the Lady’s Dollar Newspaper, sij ll’ve copies 

$15; Twelve copies' $20. Senti ' 118 the club ’ $1(f; eight °°P i€S - 

A specimen of either tho Lady’s Book or the Lady’s Dollar 
Newspaper sent to any person paytag^atgeonthe request. 

Feb ’ 3 ’ _ No. 113 Chesn ut street, Philadelphia. 

•DROWNSVILLE WATER-CURE ESTABLISHMENT, 
Fayetle County , Pennsylvania.—T \\q friends of Ily- 


omfortabJy accommodate 


iwcessful operation since August, 18 
~ A * ‘ by 30, two stories high, and'i 
2f» patients—every room is t 
le sleeping, bathing, j 
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ue ^ e «sary baths for undergoing a successful" 
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loyal College of Snr- 


isiting the best establish! 


The terms a-- IBHRUPi * nupur weeic r.0 i>e 

jaid weekly. Very feeble patients are required to’bring 
heir own nurses; board can be had for them in the Estab- 
mUment, at $2 per week. Each patient is required to briug 
.tie following.articles—two linen or eottoir sheets—two wool¬ 
en blankets—six coarse towels—either three comfortables, 

iLet/for'baiHlages bed "l likeW - iS - e ’ tT <jld fc Hnen !iml fla,,uel 

The following diseases are successfully treated, and a cme’ 
jffected, if there be do disorganization of the parts, or the 
lisease ot too long standing: Fevers; Intermitting Fevers, 
ir Ague; Inllammation of the Lungs, Stomach, Bowels, 
|||jj.. v *’•''iys^Uyspepsia; Asthma; Kheum- 




Faralysis 


; Scrofula; Nervi 


ilpitation of the Heart; H) poeboudriasis; Uropsy; Jaun- 
ce; Habitual Costiveness; Delirium Tremens; Spnsms of 
the .Stomach and Bowels; Spinal A flections; Chronic L»vs- 

itery, or Diarrhooa: Tetu«»- u.i i.~ 

emalc Diseases, as Prolrtp; 

fomb; ext . 
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THE LONDON QUARTERLY REVIEW 
THE EDINBURGH REVIEW, 

THE NORTH BRITISH REVIEW 
THE WESTMINSTER REVIEW, anil 
BLACKWOOD’S EDINB’GH MAGAZINE. 

The above Periodicals are reprinted in New, York, immedi¬ 
ately on their arrival by the British steamers, in n beautiful 
clear type, on fine white paper, and ere faithful copies of the 
originals— Blackwood’s Magazine being an exact tae-simile 
M the Edinburgh edition. 

The^videspreiul fame of these splendid Periodicals renders 

they stand thr in advance of any works of a shnilarriammiow 
published, while the political complexion of each is marked 
by a dignity, candor, and forbearance, not often found in works 

'a more religious oast, being under the editorial supervision 
the Rev. Dr. Ghalpiers, Edinburgh, and Sin David B«cw- 
;r, and representing more particularly the Free Church 
jvement in Scotland. 

The prices of the Reprints are less than one-third ef thoBe 
the foreign copies, and, while they are equally well got up, ' 
ey afford all that advantage to the American over the JSng- 


For any one of the four Reviews, 


i’s Magazine, 


For Blackwood and tee four Reviews lflOO do. 

ULDBBiNG. 

Four copies of all or any of the above workB will be sent to 
one address, on payment of the regular subscription lor three, 
the fourth copy being gratis. 

Remittances aud communications must be made in all 
cases without expense to the publishers. The former may al¬ 
ways bo done through a postmaster, by bawling him the 
amount to be remitted, taking his receipt, aud forwarding the 
receipt by mail, post paid; or tee money may be enclosed in 
it letter, postpaid, directed to the publishers. 


N. B. The pc 


‘eriodicals i; 


post-office law about one-third t/i _ , .. . 

making a very important saving in the expense to mail sub 
scribers. 

In most of the large Cities and Towns lying on the rrrinci 
pal railroad and steambout routes i/i the United States, then 
periodicals will be delivered FREE OF POSTAGE. 

LEONARD SCOTT & CO, I ubhshcr 

et, New York 
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Charles Waling.) and A im stree^!°Scw^orkf 
Theodoi'e~Taylor. 5 j an . 2 

STEREOTYPE FOUNDRY. - The subscriber “having 
been for many years engaged in the above business, and 
done work for most of the principal publishers in this city, 
feels confidence in calling the attention of ofcheKi to his estab- 

the requisites of good workmanship, may be depended upon, 
have had t ampi e "° < p iS *f 018 fijltoing publishers, who 

ley 1c Putnam, Robert Carter, m’. H^Newnfan** CaTlarner 
4c Brothers, M. W. Dodd, Baker 4c Scribner, Lewis Colby 4c 
Co., Daniel Faushaw. T. B. SMITH, 

Jan. 20. 216 William street, N ew York. 


f'-HKCilLAIl.— To Mutuums, 

y-t Reading Rooms, 4-c.J-The introduction of a line of uiai 


ihis city an advantage, m 
lesand at regular intervals, the latest 


obtainir 


Europe—Marine, Commercial, and Political — which they 
have not until within a tew years possessed. The proprietors 
of the BOSTON COURIER havingmade extensive arrange¬ 
ments for procuring foreign intelligence of every description, 
down to the latest moment of the departure of the steamers 
from Ljverpooh wish to further the circulation of their jour- 

men, ship-owners and all others, directly or indirectly ex* 
gaged in trade with Europe. The politioalaud miscellaneous 
extracts from foreign journals will be copious and select; ev¬ 
erything which re 1 -' 4 — v - -■* 


by persons v 


sd and arranged 


management of this im| 
on all topics proper for tl 
day, and the political m 

the Courier haa __ 

racy of detail, aud it will be on: 
utation in this respect. 

• The Daily edition of the Cou 

of the Semi-Weekly C 


endeavor to maintain its re; 


Thursdays) is believed to be more extensive than that of any 
other similar Boston newspaper. This publication embraces 
all the reading matter of the Daily, the foreign and domestic 


fjpO ARTT8TS aud Teachers of Drawing .—Spalding 
superior^DraJving^^manufactured, expressly jbr their sales, a 
of hardness, viz^H, moderately 1 'hard,*used for* Sketching; 

extremely h»ril, for architectural drawing:V^’useil for 
light sketching; I', fine drawing (fine;) B, black, for shad¬ 
ing; BB, softer do., for deep shading; tl B, hard black, 
deeper shade thanF; HHHH, extremely hard, for very 
fine drawing. Please call aud try them. They are good and 

■ /.-.in 

B k” St t bcr<! iS 1° l ’ la ™ t0 F'’y anything you want in tee 
a lonery me, & SHEpARD 

Jan. 20 ._ IPO 1-2 B roadway, opposite John street. 


IVI EMOIK OF REV. ELIJAH P. LOVEXOY, with an 
Jrl. Introduction, by John iiniuoy Adams—the cheapest 
Anti-Slavery book in^thc United States. A few hundreds of 

Anti-Slavery Depository, New York^ltcXta'ins^eMfo 460 
pages of reading matter, neatly put up in paper covers, and 
is offered at the Very low price of fifteen cents per copy, or 
$1.50 per dozen; half hound, with'muslin backs, at 20 cents 
single, or $2 per dozen. At such prices, it cannot be expect¬ 
ed'teat these books will remain long on hand. Those ftiends 
who wish to obtain thorn, for sale or for gratuitous distribu¬ 
tion, will please send their orders without delay, addressed to 
WILLIAM DARNED, 

22 Spruce street,-New York. 


T HALL, No. t __ 

3 • Baltimore, is prepared to' make Wood Guts, Brandos 
Dies, Seals, Letters, &c. Drawings exeouted. April 29. 
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D. E. SOUTHWORTH. 


THE PACKET. 

Ono cold, damp evening, near the spring, Sybil 
returned home later than usual, it had been driz¬ 
zling all day long, and towards evening the rain 
had fallen in torrents. Sybil had remained with 
the-pupil whom she had last visited > until near 
dark, hoping that the rain would cease. At last, 
borrowing an umbrella, she sat out for home. 
1 low cheerless looked her little cottage, with the 
lights gleaming through its parlor windows. She 
entered the house, and,, throwing aside her oloak 
and hood, looked around for little Hubert. Not 
seeing him, she passed into her chamber, where 
lie lay asleep; kissing him softly, and murmuring 
a blessing, she returned to the little parlor. Every¬ 
thing was comfortable there; the wood fire was 
blazing cheerfully; the toa-table was set, and 
Sybil’s workstand and basket placed in the oor- 
ner, with her rocking-chair and footstool near it. 
Sybil.sat down at her workstand, while Katy 
brought in tea. 

“ The parson been here, ma’am,” said Katy 
“waited for you a good while; just gone away 
left this book for you in your work-basket.” 

Sybil took up the book, murmuring to herself— 

“ ‘ Paley ’; oh! Mr. Livingston is so kind ! No 
one was ever so kind to mo before, except my poor 
old grandmother. But what is this Katy,” said 
she, about taking up a paolcet directed, in a strange 
hand, to herself, and bearing a ship stamp, “ who 
left this?” 

“ That! Y os, ma’am; he brought that, too, from 
the pos’ office for you.” 

Sybil tore off the envelope. It was a London 
paper. Sho unfolded it, and road with astonish¬ 
ment and grief the following notice, to which her 
attention was dil-oetod by a couple of pen strokes: 

Died, at his residence in Portman Square, on 
the thirtieth of October, Harold Preble Middle- 
ton, son of the Hon. Fenton Preble Middleton, and 
grandson of the Right Hon. the Earl of Main- 

The paper dropped from her hands, and Sybil fell 
into thought. Sho did not reflect upon the man 
who had oppressed, deserted, slandered, her; she 
thought only of the lover of her youth, the father 
of her child, and her tears began to flow fhater 
than sho could wipe them away. 

“Well, I deolarc, Mrs. Middleton,” said Katy, 
coming in, “you have not touohed a mouthful of 
supper. I t ook such pains with them sponge cakes, 
too; and the tea is host ’perial.” 

“ You may take the tablo away, Katy,” said 
Sybil, and, arising and passing into her chamber, 
she fell weeping upon the orlb of her child, and 


GENERAL AND MRS. BROTHERTON. 

To say that Sybil was the “ inconsolable” widow 
of a man whom sho had married upon a slight and 
insufficient acquaintance; who had remained with 
her comparatively but a short time; who h^j abus¬ 
ed her even unfo personal violence; who had for¬ 
saken her at her utmost need ; aspersed her char¬ 
acter, and disowned her child—to say this would 
bo an inoredihle libel on her sanity. “ Some nat¬ 
ural tears she Bhed, but wiped them soon.” She 
remained at home a fortnight, and occupied her¬ 
self with making up her mourning, without think¬ 
ing of the necessity of sending notcB of explana¬ 
tion to her patronB, who were left by that omis¬ 
sion to oonjocture the oause of her protracted ab¬ 
sence from her pupils. These oonjeotures 
length reached the eura of tho pastor, and he 
solved to oall and see Mrs. Middleton. He found 
Sybil calmly at work with her neeele, while her 
little boy played upon tho carpet. No Change in 
Sybil’s looks warned him of what had occurred, so 
ho said to her playfully— 

“ My dear Mrs. Middleton, I have resolved my¬ 
self into a oommittee of inquiry, to ascertain tho 
oause or causes of your self-iuimcrsement.” . ■ 

In their lively moments. Sybil had always 
swered his smiles with smiling, and his quibs with 

quiddities, but now her grave countenance- 

ed to rebuke his jesting. Requesting him 
seated, she arose from her chair, and, taking from 
her writing desk tho London paper, put it into 
his hands, and, pointing to the obituary notice, 
said, while the tears aroso to her eyes— 

“ The knowledge of that event has kopt me at 
home for some time past. Will you please inform 
my patrons of it?” 

priso and displeasuro the sudden, tho involnnta- 
ry flush of —something that lighted up the pastor’s 
faco as ho road. Well! 1 own it; for my part, 1 
do “expeot perfection from human beings,” at 
least from some of us, and especially from Chris¬ 
tian ministers; and 1 feel humiliated to be oblig¬ 
ed to acknowledge tho existenoe of a Bingle hu- 
, man weakness in Mr. Livingston; but so it was, 
the Rev. Stephen Livingston, the fervent Chris¬ 
tian, the beloved pastor, tho rising divine, had not 
lately, with his whole soul, worshipped one (Sod, 
but in the temple of his heart one niche was occu¬ 
pied by an idol. Little did he suspect this, how¬ 
ever, until, in perusing the paragraph, ho discov¬ 
ered the real nature of his regard for Sybil, by 
the sudden recollection of the possibility of its 
gratification. Reproaching himself immediately 
and bitterly for this feeling, he returnod the pa¬ 
per to Sybil, saying coldly, ns he arose to take 

“Mrs. Middleton, you may, and I hope will, 
oommand my services in this distressing affair, 
whenever they may be required.” 

Sybil thanked him, and returned his cold “Good 
evening, madam,” with a distant “ Good night, 

“And now,” thought the pastor, as he turned 
from the door, “I do not see that I have effnoed 
one. error of Binful exultation, by anothor error of 
.studied coldness. Poor child! at the very mo¬ 
ment that she required consolation, advice, and 
assistance, to leave her so abruptly,wit bout offering 
a single word of comfort. I must certainly see her 

Mrs. Mtdd 
this effect— 

“ 1 am afraid, after oil, that I have a very bad, 
or ot least, a very conceited mind ; to think that 1 
should be so vain as to suppose that Mr. Living¬ 
ston was—that he l'clt—that tho pastor thought”— 
Sybil durst*not finish tho sentence, even mental¬ 
ly, but, with a feeling of self-abasement, ondeav- 
ored to foroe her thoughts from the subject, after 
saying to herself— 

“ Yes, yes; I havo done the good pastor foul 
wrong by my vain suspicions. Well, well; I will 
be more reasonable when he comes again, if, in¬ 
deed, he ever comes, after my cold ingratitude.” 

The next flay the pastor callod with mor efriend¬ 
ly offers of assistance, and his visit passed off in 
the easy manner of their first acquaintance. At 
his suggestion, Sybil resolvod to do many things, 
very necessary to bo dono, but whioh, with her 
limited knowledge of life, she would not else have 
thought of doing. For instance, the obituary no¬ 
tice was sent to some of the Baltimore papers; a 
letter was written to General Brotherton, inform¬ 
ing him of her widowhood; and another letter was 
written to tho Earl of Mainwaring, inquiring the 
particulars of Mr. Middleton’s deoeasc. Having 
assisted Sybil in all these matters, Mr. Living¬ 
ston refrained from visiting her again. It was now, 
by missing it, that Sybil began to estimate the so¬ 
ciety of the pastor at its full valuo ; she also di¬ 
vined the cause of his absonoe, though no word or 
glance had hinted it—Buoh is tho mental free¬ 
masonry of affection. 

A few weeks aftor this, when tho Bpring had 
well opened, Sybil received a visit from General 
and Mrs. Brotherton. Thoy had come to renew 
their generous proposal to Sybil, and, in the event 
of her rejeetiug it, to invito her to pass the first 
year of her widowhood at Brotherton Hall. In 
thinking of Mrs. General Brothorton, and in hear¬ 
ing her called by the General “the old lady,” and 
“the old wife,” and “my old lady,” Sybil had 
pictured to hersolf a venerable woman, not unlike 
her departed grandmother. What was her sur¬ 
prise, then, when the General introduced her to 
a handsome, fashionable-looking Frenchwoman, 
really forty-eight., but apparently about thirty- 
five year's of age. Sybil had hoard, it is true, that 
Goneral Brotherton, duiyng his service in the old 
French war, had been taken prisoner, and, during 
his captivity, had fallen in love with and married 
the daughter of a French officer, but she had 
lately forgotten it. General and Mrs. Brother- 
ton remained in Baltimore a fortnight, and, dur¬ 
ing that time, the old proposition to Sybil was re¬ 
newed. As there now existed no obstacle to its 
acceptance. Sybil gratefully acceded to it, and be¬ 
gan making active preparations for a removal to 
Brotliertqn Hall, the General superintending the 
packing up and packing off of tho furniture, while 
Madame busied herself among milliners and man- 
tua-makers, compelling Sybil to go with her on 
all her excursions. Though no two people could 
be more opposite in tempor than the lively French¬ 
woman and the thoughtful Sybil, yet (for this very 
reason, perhaps) they were strongly attached to 
each other. Sybil had parted with all her pupils, 
and taken leave of all her friends,"and so she folt 
and looked very serious as she entered the carriage 
with General and Mrs. Brotherton, on the morn¬ 
ing of her departure; bo that Madame said to 

“'Come! ma helle, you put on a look of fortitude 
quite gratuitous, under the circumstances ;.for re¬ 
ally I cannot seo that it requires so much moral 
oourage to reconcile you to a black dress, when it 


becomes you so extremely well. If I, now, with 
my dark complexion, were compelled to make my¬ 
self hideous in widow’s weeds, it might he a mat¬ 
ter of regret; but you —a fine girl like you—could 
not weai' a more becoming color; therefore, leave 
that look of resignation, for 1 shall neither pity 
nor praise you on account of it.” 

Sybil raised her eyes to the face of Mrs. Broth¬ 
erton in simple wonder. 

“ Ah 1 ah ! mignonne ,” exolaimed Madame. 
“Your eyes are quite large enough, and very 
beautiful, just as they are; do not try to stretoli 
them any larger; for, en verite, I think your look 
of wonder even less attractive than your look*of 
martyrdom.” 

“ She’s not mad, oousin Sybil; at least, not rav¬ 
ing mad, although you may fear it. I assure you 
there is no danger. Madame is a harmless luna- 
tio,” said the General, seriously. 

Sybil laughed, in spite of herself. The object 
of her two relatives was effected; they had ral¬ 
lied her into cheerfulness. It was in May. It 
was late at night, and the full moon was shining 
brightly when they arrived at Brotherton Hall, 
and Sybil re-ontored the homo of her childhood. 

SYBIL’S DREAM OF HAPPINESS. 

A year had passed since the arrival of Mrs. 
Middleton and her child at Brotherton Hall—a 
year during whioh she had won the affeotion of 
her relatives, who esteemed her as a daughter—a 
year dotted with a few bright days, the ocoasions 
upon which her somo-time pastor had blessed 
Brotherton Hall with his visits. 

Her letter to the Earl of Mainwaring had not 
been answered; but then a voyage across the At¬ 
lantic, fifty years ago, was not the afternoon ex¬ 
cursion that, it is now ; so that Sybil waited five 
or six months without anxiety, At the end of 
that time, Blie had written again, and, to insure 
the safe delivery of her letter at its destination, 
she had enclosed it to the American Minister at 
the Court of St. James. She was now expecting 
an answer to this last letter. The spring of 1800 
opened beautifully. The sunshine abroad was not 
more bright, warm, and genial, than the sunshine 
of the breast enjoyed by Sybil Middleton. At no 
period of her short life had Sybil been so happy. 
By a judicious attention to the laws of physiology: 
her o'arly constitutional tendency to consumption 
had been conquered. By free exorcise in the open 
air, and frequent bathing, she had attained high 
health ; and, during the course of her acquaint¬ 
ance with Mr. LivingBton, her intellectual facul¬ 
ties had beoome groatly unfolded ; and now Sybil 
Middleton, in the full development and high en¬ 
joyment of mental, moral, and physioal life, dream¬ 
ed that she was about to attain the aome of hu¬ 
man happinesB; for ono who had assisted her in 
difficulty, advised her in prosperity, sympathized 
with her in sorrow—one who had developed and 
cultivated her intelleot, enlarged and elevated her 
moral sense, enlightened and exalted her Chris¬ 
tian faith—one whom she lovod and worshipped 
next to God himself—had received her promise to 
beoome his wife. It was with the candor of pure 
affeotion that Sybil expressed the full joy she felt 
in giving him her hand. It is true that, for some 
months past, Sybil had expected this proposal, 
yet, now that it had been made, she could scarcely 
believe in the reality of her happiness. That Liv¬ 
ingston, upon whose words she had hung with such 
deep joy—that he from whose instructions she had 
derived suoh strength and comfort—he upon whom 
she constantly depended for guidance—he whom 
sho revered and honored first upon earth, and 
whom sho had lately grown to love with the whole 
strength of her earnest soul—that-he should take 
her to his bosom, to pass her whole life with him, 
to bear his honored name, to share his blessed la¬ 
bors—oh 1 this seomed a happiness too full for 
earth, and Sybil trembled amidst her joy, as tho 
day of their marriage drew near. 

“In.one short week, my own dear Sybil!—in 
.one short week we meet again, to part no more on 
earth. Oh I the joy, the joy to feel that this is our 
last, brief separation; for I have grieved to leave 
you, even for a few days, my Sybil I” exclaimed 
Mr. LiviDgston, as he folded his bethrothed bride 
tp his bosom. 

“ Oh ! yes, in one week more,” murmured Sybil; 
“ yet, ah 1 my own love, I grow superstitious, 
aivd tremble lest this joy be too full to last.” 

She raised her head from his bosom, and looked 
into his face; their eyes met in a long, full, ear¬ 
nest gaze; again he pressed her to his bosom in a 
silent cmbraoc. Ah! if thoy could havo died in 
(hat embrace! They parted. 

THE AWAKENING. 

Mr. Livingston, on his arrival at the parsonage 
late that night, found letters awaiting him. The 
first that arrested his attention bore a foreign 
mark ; it was evidently from an acquaintance of 
his in London, and in answer to a letter of inqui¬ 
ry, written on the part of Mrs. Middleton. He 
took it up, opened the seal, and began to read. 

1 u^a nmmlr^e^toarive fi^madj' The paper fell 
from his oold hands; dashing his clenched fists 
against his burning brow, he groaned out— 

“My God! my God! This is too much for hu¬ 
manity to bear! Lot me dio now I” 

Ho rushed out into the air, and up and down, 
through tho cool streets he walked, without oalin- 
jng tho fever of his blood, or cooling the Cro in 
lliis brain—up and down through the silent streets, 
muttering half-smothcrod words of despair and 
grief—up and down through tho dark streets, 
with a strange light gleaming in his eyes, until 
morning dawned; then, hurrying to his house, he 
Shut himself up in his study, saying— 

“No, no; I must not see her in .this state of 
mind ! I must strive to conquer this. Good God! 
shall 1, who pretend to strengthen and oonsole 
others, go mad or die myself?” 

When tho sun arose, and shono into tho study 
of (ho pastor, its beams fell upon a face that seem- 
fed to have grown old in a night. Fie was sitting 
at a little table facing the window; his face was 
pale and haggard, his eyes hollow, his gaze strain¬ 
ed upon a text in the open Bible before him, his 
thoughts concentrated upon a point—long he re¬ 
mained so; at length his head drooped upon the 
book—he prayed; it was the first time he had 
dared to pray since tho opening of the fatal letter; 
he was strengthened; lie became oomposod— 
though all day long he remained in his study with¬ 
out refreshment, reading, praying, and meditat¬ 
ing—though all night long he kept a vigil there, 
yet upon the following day, which was Sunday, 
ho preached with his usual power and perspicui- 
' It is true that his congregation were shooked 
his haggard countenance and shaking frame, 
and many of them made anxious inquiries con- 
ling-his ■ health. Their pastor confessed that 
Vas not well, and finally succeeded in escaping 
from his officious friends, and regaining the privi- 
cy of his home. Early on Monday morning the 
pastor arose, and, having saddled his horse him- 
3elf, mounted, and took his way towards Brother- 
ton Hall. He was again changed. Not a vestige 
of emotion was visible in his face or manner. His 
countenance was sorrowful, but calm, resolute, 
and still. His manner gentle and serious, yet de¬ 
termined. 

That day Sybil was sitting alone, at work, sing¬ 
ing in tho overflowing joy of her heart. The lit¬ 
tle boy was trundling a hoop in the yard, and, 
aver and anon, his merry laugh and shout came in 
at tho open windows. General and Mrs. Brother- 
ton wero out, taking a ride. Presently there was 
a sound of a horse’s feet in the yard, a familiar 
foot-step in the hall, a hand upon the lock, and 
Mr. Livingston stood before Sybil. His face waB 
pale, and wore the impress of desperate sorrow, 
yet inflexible Tesolution. 

Sybil had sprung to meet him, yet stood trans¬ 
fixed by his looks. 

“ Good heavens, dearest! what is the matter ? 
Has anything happened ? ” exolaimed she. 

“Sit down, Sybil,” said he, gravely; at the 
me time taking a seat himself. 

“Yes—I will—but, oh 1 indeed something has 
happened—I see it by your looks. Dear love, 
what can it be ? ” exolaimed Sybil, anxiously. 

“Yes, Sybil, something has happened—some¬ 
thing to change the whole current of our futuro 
lives. You are growing pale, Sybil; summon all 
your Christian fortitude, or, if your strength fail, 
call on Him who giveth freely. I have received a 
letter from my London correspondent on the sub¬ 
ject upon which I wrote to him six months ago— 

you remember”- 

"Yes! yes!—well? well?”- 

Well, Sybil!—my poor Sybil, we have been 
laboring under a fatal mistake—your husband is 
living!” Sybil fell back in her chair, deadly 
pale and faint. Mr. Livingston poured out and 
handed her a glass of water, whioh, when Bhe had 
drank, she murmurod— 

“ It is over—it is over—that happy dream.” 
Deceived by her quietness, the pastor went on 

“ This was tho way in which the mistake ori¬ 
ginated, Mrs. Middleton”-—— 

" You need not tell me! It is of no use! We 
lot care to know how the poison was distilled 
that has sapped our lives ! We do not inquire 
where tho dagger was wrought that is sheathed 
mr hearts”- 

Sybil! Sybil!—Oh, Heaven support her—her 
hands are ioy cold—her breath comes thick anjj 
short. Sybil!—Oh! my poor Sybil—bear up un¬ 
der this; be resigned to the will of Heaven.” 
“Commonplace! commonplace! You’d say the 
me to a mother whose only child was about 
be hung! ‘ Be resigued 1 ’ 1 Bear up! ’ And 
have I not borne up ? Have I not been resigned ? 
I that have suffered ns no ono ever suffered before 
me! I, that have been tried as no one ever was 
tried before me 1 Resignation! fortitudo! What 
have they done for me, but to provoke upon my 
head a reiteration of trial, as if Heaven were 
making the experiment of how much sorrow a 
human being could bear, without going mad !” 

“Now, way Heaven forgive your wild words, 
Sybil! Oh I Sybil! suffer me to pray with you, 

- in days past ?” 


“ Pray f” exclaimed she. bitterly; “ to whom, 
and for what ? Pray ! I’ve prayed all my life; 
and here I sit, a tortured, a blighted, a miserable 
woman! I would I were annihilated ! ” 

“ Oh! Sybil, if this were the only life, still you 
would have no excuse for such a frantic arraign¬ 
ment of Providence. Bat, oh ! bethink you, this 
dark, this thorny, this sorrowful road, if we tread 
it firmly and patiently, will lead us to”—— 

“ 1 Another and a happier world, perhaps.’ I 
know nothing of it! I do not see it! I do not 

hear it! Away with it! I will npne of it!- 

Give me—oh! give me happiness in this world, that 
1 know.” And Sybil, extending her arms plead¬ 
ingly towards her lover, burst into tears. Strug¬ 
gling with a powerful emotion, the pastor turned 
abruptly, and walked to a window, at the opposite 
end of the room, where he remained a long time, 
apparently gazing but upon the landscape. 

Laughing, jesting, and joyous, General Brother- 
tori and his wife now entered the room, from 
their drive. Sybil slipped out, and fled to her 
chamber to conoeal her emotion, while the pastor 
turned tranquilly to meet them. 

Very early on the next morning, Mr. Living¬ 
ston desoended to the parlor. He was to leave 
Brotherton Hall after the family breakfast—-to 
leave it with the probability of never returning— 
yet he resolved, before going, to put in execution 
a plan which he had matured during the night. 
He had been very much shaken by the despair of 
Sybil. He knew her disposition better than she 
knew herself. He knew that there could be no 
risk in the plan he resolved to propose, in order 
to rouse all the energy of her soul, to throw off 
the weight of her sorrow. Through all this seem¬ 
ing stoicism, the pastor even felt the wound that 
was festering in his own heart. The pastor had 
not been down many, minutes, beforo Sybil enter¬ 
ed. She was very, very pale, gentle, and subdued. 
Sinking, trembling, in a chair, she said, in a low, 

“ Give me the letter now, my friend; I can 
read it now.” 

The pastor placed it in her hands. She read as 
follows: 

“ My Dear Friend : I have made inquiries 
concerning the person of whom you wrote me. 
The obituary notice in the London paper referred 
to the honorable Harold Preble Middleton, the 
grandson of the Earl of Mainwaring, a gentleman 
who has never left England, and who, besides, has 
left a widow and ohildren in Portman square. I have 
since learned that there is a relative of the family, 
bearing the same name, who spent three years in 
America. This person is represented,to be a sort 
of genteel loafer, or aristocratic vagabond, who 
spends his time in 1 going to and fro on the earth, 
and passing up and down in it;’ a sort of amateur 
artist, and is now at Rome, studying the old mas¬ 
terpieces of painting. With him is an Italian 
woman, who passes for his wife—one Inez or Inice 
di Silva.” 

[to BE CONCLUDED IN OURr NEXT.] 


Oh ! heard ye not the music 
Pealing forth so loud? 

Heard ye not the melody 
That issued from that cloud? 

’Twas the song of the angels, 

The seraphim of God, 

Proclaiming the glad tidings 
Through the universe abroad. 

Oh ! listen to their anthem, 

As it peals along the sky! 

This is the burden of their song, 
“Glory to God most high! 

“ Glory to God in the highest, 

To Him who dwells above! 

And peace to every nation, 

Through His redeeming love! ” 

The angels come and tell us, 

In robes of glory clad; 

Oh! publish far the tidings, 

And bid a world be glad! 

There is gladness up in heaven, 

There is joy upon the earth. 

For the star that rises in the East 
Tells of the Saviour’s birth. 

Look closer on that brilliant star, 

That shineth overhead; 

’Tis a throng of shining seraphs, 
Watching o’er Messiah’s bed. 

His couch is mean and humble, 

Full lowly doth he lie; 

’Tis a God and King that resteth there, 
And His throne is in the sky. 

Canonsburg, Pa., January, 1847. 

For the National Era. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF COUNTRY LIFE. 

BY PATTY LEE. 

MY VISIT TO MRS. SMITH’S. 


“ There's bliss beyond all tb 


Love on through all Ills, and love on till they die! 
One hour of enjoyment so sacred, is worth 
Whole ape of heartless and wondering bliss, 


“Where in the world are you going, Patty ?” 
said Millie, the other day, as, knitting the needle 
exaotly to the seam, I put the gray woollen sock 

which I had been engaged in my pocket, tied 
_ my brown hood and green veil, and, pinning on 
my old shanil, sat down before the blazing wood 
to draw on my gloves. 

Oh I” said I, laughing, “ I am going to demean 
myself of a social responsibility, by calling on 
Mrs. Smith; and I also wish to afford you the 
luxury of being alone, for I see you are laboring 
under the 1 fine frenzy,’ which oannot tolerate the 
preaenoe of the most dearly loved; and we, I flat¬ 
ter myself, are but two beings with one heart. So, 
if you will bring me some of those delightful 
cakes you made this morning, I will wrap them 
in a paper, and slip them in my muff, for the chil¬ 
dren, and do myself the honor of wishing you 

“ It will certainly be the pleasantest word you 
have said for some time,” said Millie, sarcastical¬ 
ly, as she performed the required office ; but put¬ 
ting her arm around my neck, and telling me not 
to stay long, her first words lost their meaning, 
and I departed. 

I do not know-how it is with you, reader, but 
cold weather always gives me a realizing sense 
of homo comfort; and the day I speak of was 
excessively cold. The snow lay in patches and 
ridges on tho hill sides, and the wind was scream¬ 
ing and crying in the naked woods, like a home¬ 
less wanderer; the cattle huddled together about 
the barns and stables, and, turning- their heads 
from the blast, awaited patiently the “ removal of 
the deposites” from the granery, and an “ equal 
distribution.” Half the pleasure of life is deriv¬ 
ed from association; and winter is associated in 
my mind with breakfasts of warm rolls and honey, 
dinners of turkey and mince pie, suppers of tea 
and oranberry-tarts, and long, sweet, hearth-lit 
evenings of abstract glorification 1 Moreover, all 
the love passages I ever had, (and what Christian 
woman ever arrived at years of discretion without 
having had some ?) occurred in the winter time. 
Poets may sing the beauties of summer as they 
will, but winter is not so “harsh and crabbed as 
dull fools suppose.” Who can fail to admire that 
beautiful line of Byron’s? 

How it breathes of the healthful glow of the 
bracing North, and of the wild liberty, as dear to 
every bosom “ as are the ruddy drops that vilit 
the sad heart.” I would rather drink forever of 
the cool waters that swell up from the rock cups 
of the mountains, than sip the costliest wines 
that could be proffered by the hand of crouching 
servitude. But, dear reader, “ if I have any 
fault, it is digression,” to quote Byron again; and 
I must call home my wandering thoughts, and 
tell you about my visit to Mrs. Smith’s. Now, 
the people I am going to talk about are common 
enough specimens of humanity; hut notwith¬ 
standing the reader may never have met with any 
characters answering the description, and if he 
or she will have the kindness to call on me when 
they come to Somerville, I will be the happy me¬ 
dium of their acquaintance with our very esti¬ 
mable neighbors; and I am sure they will be con¬ 
vinced that I have not exaggerated in the least. 

Mrs. Smith’s folks have been in town all the 
summer; but about the first of December they 
camo out to their country seat, the grounds of 
whioh immediately join ours. Convenience was 
oertainly never consulted in the erection of their 
“ cottage,” which combines a good deal of show 
with a little cost. No cellar, no kitchen, no bath¬ 
room. As to tho first, Mrs. Smith says—“ it is 
only another hole for the rats; and Smith, he was 
never used to it; aud it saves a woman a good 
many steps, and lots of hard scruben’ to be with¬ 
out.” Tho place they call the kitohen is without 
plaster, with a floor of loose planks that rock be¬ 
neath the feet, making the -footsteps musical; a 
roof of clapboards, “that Smith he put on him¬ 
self; when it rains hard, you wouldn’t know there 
was a bit of ruff on it; but what’s the difference ? 
a woman don’t want to be tied there all the time, 

how, and it is well enough to have an excuse 
to get out of it;” BO thinks Mrs. Smith. Divers 
old coats and hats are brought into requisition 
about the windows; and the table (ho made it 
himself) is two pine boards nailed together, and 
supported by sticks fastened together crosswise, 
after the manner of the posts of a cot. The 
hearth is of clay, (it’s just as good as anything,) 


and the andirons are flag-stones that he brought 
uj from the spring—for they have neither well 
nor cistern—“ and what if Smith does have to 
carry the water, it’s just good for him.” As for 
tlue parlor, its description may be found in half 
the newspaper tales of the country. “ I am no 
oritor, as Brutus is,” and consequently oannot de¬ 
scribe a fine parlor, as do the writers of these 
thrilling tales; but tbe reader must recall one of 
the thousand descriptions lie must have read, 
about carpets giving no echo to the tread—damask 
curtains, falling in rich, heavy folds, and lending 
a roseate hue of enchantment to the atmosphere— 
mirrors, reaching from floor to oeiling, from 
Whose burnished frames the light flashes and oor- 
rnscates—sofas and ottomans of oriental splendor, 
heaped-up cushions of more than regal magnifi- 
oence, and—but I can’t go on—I’d rather be 
“plain and blunt, telling you that whioh you 
yourselves do know.” 

“ Lord-a-mercy, youngsters, do bo still 1 I 
thought somebody was a knockin’, but I couldn’t 
tell if it was thunder,” I overheard Mtb. Smith 
say the other day, as “ I held my breath and list¬ 
ened close,” after rapping the third time. 

“ Why, Miss Lee, ( thought you was never a 
coming ; and I just told him this morning, that I 
meant to be as stiff as you was,” said my friend, 
as sDe admitted me. “ Come in, if you can wade 
through the dirt. I’ll call nigger Sail, the great 
lazy thing, and see if we can have some fire. I’ve 
tried to get her to make one for this two hours, but 
she won’t mind when he’s away; the niggers 
won’t mind, without they’re afraid of the rt 
hide,! and Bhe’s as big and strong as a horse, 
that! can’t whip her; but I tell you, she wa.... 
a thr&shin’ the worst way. She sussed me this 
rnornhi’, just because I called her a black slut. 
She laid I was no lady. Is not it too bad ?” 

I replied, that in my slight experience with the 
oolored people as domestics, I had always found 
them kind and obliging; that we invariably be¬ 
came mutually attached—so much so as to make 
parting from them painful. But the lady per¬ 
sisted in thinking that I had been more fortunate 
than other folks. 


And it is very much the same in woman. In v 
I insisted on going into the kitohen—my stay .. 
necessarily limited, and that room would be suffi¬ 
ciently pleasant. I had also some Christmas 
cakes for the children, which I wished to see them 
enjoy; and the parlor, though I should experi¬ 
ence .no inconvenience there, would be too cold 
for the baby. It wouldn’t all do, as to the in¬ 
tended call; my hostess would not be put off with 
any sich-a-thing; and as for the parlor, she would 
have a fire in the crack of a crow’s thum; but the 
oold wouldn’t hurt the younguns, no how you 
oould fix it. 

The ohildren, who by this time had ascertained 
that a visiter had oome, clamored lustily for in¬ 
gress, iterating, and reiterating, “ Who’s there, 
mother; mother, say who’s there?” But Mrs. 
Smith, who was awaiting the removal of my shawl 
and bonnet, stood before me, with a dirty-faced, 
flabby-eared boy in her arms, tugging at tho bo¬ 
som of her dress, and appeared 

(JFirm as the rock of the Mean, ^ ^ ^ 

But they gained admission at last; and “You 
nasty good-for-nothings you, go right out-doors 
and play 1” was the mother’s exclamation, as she 
seized hold of one after another, vainly endeavor¬ 
ing to make them face about “ You’ll scare Miss 
Lee to death, you dirty bedlamitles, you! Go 
right straight out, and play.” 

“ You yourself go out, more like,” said one of 
the number, whose appfearanoe certainly indicated 
a scarcity of water. The mother put her head 
down behind her white-haired baby, to laugh. 
How conld she help it, it was so funny. I, of 
courso, was not easily frightened, and the chil¬ 
dren remained ; but 1 could not suppress the ex¬ 
clamation, mentally, of one of Napoleon’s doom¬ 
ed marshals, (I forgot which one,) “Spare my 
head, and aim at my heart 1” for it must require 
a great deal of the latter to neutralize the dicta¬ 
tion of the former, towards suoh slips of depravi¬ 
ty. But, after all, the ohildren are not half so 
much to blame as are the parents. “ They are 
not guilty, but unfortunate,” as the old song says. 
Meantime, Sally was endeavoring to kindle a 
fire; but as she had only some long green poles, 
much the worse for snow, (he wouldn’t out wood.) 
the result was, a gread deal of smoke, and not 
much fire. 

Poor Sally, she was clad in tattered remnants 
of old finery—a blue walking dress, with a kind 
of ornamental fumade of velvet. Using that word 
reminds me of a hencoop Millie and I onoe built 
behind our smokehouse. Our sticks were very 
knotty and crooked, but Millie, determined on 
making the beat of it, and also on using a geod 
word, remarked, as she forced them into the 
ground, that she was glad they were so, as they 
Would make an ornamental facade. To which i , 
replied, not wishing to be outdone in the use of 
good words—If we take the black hen, we shall 
take her nolens volens ; and if we take the speck¬ 
led hen, we shall take her nolens volens. There 
was philosophy in that—it lightened the labor 
wonderfully. But to return to Sally. Her shoes 
had originally been Mrs. Smith’s Sunday boots, 
but they wero now metamorphosed by being 
out off at the ankle; they were much too large, 
aud turned up most extravagantly at the toe. 

" Here Sail,” said the mistress, interrupting her, 
take this youngun, and let me beat that little 
fool for starin’ so at the young lady.” “ Yezum,” 
Baid Sally; and the mother, seizing roughly hold 
of the child, a little pale girl, with large black 
melancholy eyes, who stood with her hands cross¬ 
ed behind her, looking at me earnestly, bat not 
saucily, would, no doubt, have done as threaten¬ 
ed ; but I, “ with a hideous outcry rushed between,” 
saying, as I drew her to my bosom, “ Annie is a 
good girl, and never requires whipping, I know.” 

“ Tell her all but that.” But poor Annie pre¬ 
ferred declining, and, nestling down in my arms, 
she shortly fell asleep in the sweet confidence of | 
an innocent heart. Fain would I have kept her 
forever from the oontogion of evil example; and I 
almost wished, as I thought of the dark impres¬ 
sions hereafter to be made on the pure leaves of 
her spirit, mindful of that beautiful Btanza— 

‘ She took the enp of life to rip, for bitter ’twas to drain, 
aid put it meekly from her lip, and went to sleep again,” 
that it might be thus with her. “ Just put her ou 
the carpet, Patty; it’s good enough. Don’t hold 
the great heavy thing; she’ll break your arms 
off; and just see at her eye—there’s a sty on it, 
"" big as my fist! Don’t you think I took her 
t to the gate last night, and tried to make her 
charm it away; but tho’ I kep’ her there till she 
’most froze, she wouldn’t do it; so it’s no matter 
if it turns her eye inside out.” 

“ Charm it, Mrs. Smith, how do you mean ?” 

“ Why, la me, did you never hear of that 1 Go 
out to the road at night, and say— 

' Sty, sty, leave my eye, 

And take the first one that passes by’— 
andyoum’ll go away, and theun that comes alohg 
’ll catch it. I’d a made her say it, if I’d had to 
flay her alive, but I was afraid she’d tell him, and 
I knowed he’d give me Jessy.” 

Suoh is a “ nursing mother, in whose veins the 
blood is nectar.” She is not a bad Sort of woman 
either; only too vulgar-minded to appreciate the 
sweetness of household duty. Fancy-ball dresses 
and “spreein’ it,” to quote her own language, 
make the acme of her felicity. 

“ Mercy, Miss Lee, do put that child down. If 
you had as many younguns as I have, you’d git 
tired of seem’ ’em.” 

Here Mrs. Smith was interrupted by the en¬ 
trance of her worthy lord, who, pausing, folded 
his arms, looked at me in the most profound aston¬ 
ishment, and then exclaimed, “ Glory halloblue- 
jay I what the de’il sent you here, Pat ?” 

“ Oh, Smith, how you talk,” exclaimed the wife, 

“ but you mustn’t mind him.” Of course I did 
not mind it, as I knew the gruff salutation was 
meant to be very kind; and the gentleman con¬ 
tinued—“ My wife is devilish lazy, isn’t she, or 
she’d have sapper ready ?” Here Mrs. Smith 
went into the kitohen, and Mr. Smith, taking up 
his second boy, began trotting him violently on 
his knees, and singing— 

“ Away down the river, and not far off. 

A qnahog died of the whooping congh; 

Forty pounds of butter, and twenty pounds of cheese, 

You’d s killed yourself laughing to hear the nigger sneeze.” 
Being satisfied with this specimen of his vocal 
ability, I inquired if he came up in the omnibus. 
Mr. Smith, who is a specimen of the swaggering 
braggadocio, and in the habit of abbreviating his 
sentences, replied, “Yes, I camo in the buss— 
miserable jam—twenty-five inside—ten out—two 
women on my lap—fact, Mr. Johnsing.” Then, 
by way of bringing out his little son, he remark¬ 
ed to me—“This is a crack boy, Pat, isn’t he? 
only he’s a Clay tory. Yes, Sam’s a real coon.” 
To whioh the boy replied—“ I aint a Tay tory, 
nor a toon—Pm a Demotrat!” That was the most 
-wonderful instance of precocity I ever saw; of 
course I laughed—it was expected of me, and I 
felt under obligation—and I. still think, consider¬ 
ing thef circumstances, that I should have laugh¬ 
ed. Here the flow of mirth was interrupted by 
the eldest boy, who, coming in with a hot cake in 
his hand, informed his pap that his mam wanted 
us to come out to supper; whereupon, we ad¬ 
journed to the dining-room. 

But tie scene that followed, I cannot describe. 
You have read of Banquo’s ghost, that rose at 
MacbetVs banquet, to push the guests from their 
stools. Well, the Smith ohildren manifested 
much the same disposition. Blit I’m at tho bot¬ 
tom of She page, and all the best things, that I 
had reserved fora olimax, crowded out. What a 
pity 1 . 

The Tree Banks ot New York. —There is a 
movemtnt on foot in New York, to procure the 
passageof a law requiring all the free banks of 
that Stile to redeem their notes at par in the city 
of New York, 


In my last number the fact was exhibited that 
a petition, asking for the extension of slavery in 
the Territory of Indiana, whioh then included 
Illinois; was presented to Congress in 18U4, gain¬ 
ed a respectful consideration, and was reported 
favorably by a Southern slaveholder. 

In the Territorial Legislature of 1806, the sub¬ 
ject was introduced, arid a series of resolutions 
passed by a majority of members, and sent to 
Congress by Governor Harrison, who was known 
then to be in favor of the measure. These reso¬ 
lutions constitute an important item in the history 
of this country, and of the contest between tbo 
principles of slavery'and freedom. They are here¬ 
with submitted: 

“ Resolved, unanimously ,* by the Legislative Come- 
cil and House of Representatives of Indiana Terri¬ 
tory, That a suspension of the sixth article of 
compact between the United States and Ter¬ 
ritories and States northwest of the river Ohio, 
passed the 13th day of July, 1787, for the term of 
ten years, would be highly advantageous to said 
Territory, and meet the approbation of at least 
nine-tenths of .the good citizens of the same. 

“ Resolved, unanimously,* That theabstraot ques¬ 
tion of liberty and slavery is not considered as 
involved in a suspension of tbe said artiole, inas¬ 
much as the number of slaves in tho united 
States would not be augmented by the measure.! 

“Resolved, That the suspension of the said ar¬ 
ticle would be equally advantageous to the Terri¬ 
tory, to the States from whence the negroes would 
be brought, and to the negroes themselves; to the 
Territory, because of its situation with regard to 
the other States. It must be settled by emigrants 
from those in whioh slavery is tolerated, or for 
many years remain in its present situation, its 
citizens deprived of the greater part of their p6- 
litical rights; %nd, indeed, of all those which dis¬ 
tinguish the American from the citizens and sub¬ 
jects of other Governments- The States whioh 
are overburdened with negroes would be benefit¬ 
ed, if their citizens conld have an opportunity of 
disposing of tho negroes which they oannot com¬ 
fortably support, or of removing with them to a 
oountry abounding with all the necessaries of life; 
and the negro himself would exchange a scanty 
pittance of the coarsest food, for a plentiful and 
nourishing diet; and a situation whioh admits not 
the most distant prospeot of emancipation for one 
which presents no considerable obstacle to his 
wishes.:) 

“ Resolved, unanimously, That the citizens ui 
this part of the former Northwestern Territory 
consider themselves as having claims upon Con¬ 
gress in regard to the suspension of the said ar¬ 
ticle ; because, at the time of the adoption of the 
ordinance of 1787, slavery was tolerated, and 
slaves generally possessed by the oitizens then in¬ 
habiting the oountry, amounting to at least one- 
half of the present population of Indiana ;$ and 
because the said ordinanoe was passed in Con¬ 
gress, when the said citizens were not represent¬ 
ed in this body, without their being consulted, 
and without their knowledge and approbation. 

“ Resolved, unanimously, That from the situation, 
soil, olimate, and productions of the said Terri¬ 
tory, it is not believed that the number of slaves 
would ever bear such a proportion to the white 
population, as to endanger the internal peace and 
prosperity of the country. 

“ Resolved, umnimonsly, That oopies of these 
resolutions be delivered to the Governor of the 
Territory, to be by him forwarded to the Presi¬ 
dent of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives of the United States, with a 
request that they will lay them before the bodies 
over whioh they respectively preside. 

“ Resolved, unanimously, That a copy of theso 
resolutions be delivered to the Delegate from 
this Territory to Congress; and that he be, and 
hereby is, instructed to use his best endeavors to 
obtain a suspension of said article. 

“ Jesse B. Thomas, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

“ Pierre Menard, 

“ President pro tern, of the Legislative ComciV 1 

The late Judge Parke, at that time, was Dele¬ 
gate from tho Territory. The resolutions were 
referred to a committee of which he was chair¬ 
man. A report was made on the 12th July, 1807, 
containing the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That it is expedient to suspend, from 
and after the first day of January, 1808, the 
sixth article of compaot between the United 
States and the Territory northwest of tho Ohio 
river, passed on the 13th day of July, 1787, for 
the term of ten years .”—See American State Pa¬ 
pers, vol. xx, p. 478. 

Of course tho resolution did not pass Congress, 
[rat it deserves notice that South Carolina (and 
every other slaveholding State) was as meek as 
a lamb, in the reception of this Legislative peti¬ 
tion, its reference to a committee, and action there¬ 
on. There’s a “ mighty ” difference between your 
bull and my ox. The abominable treason of nul¬ 
lification was unknown in those days. 

The issue, its already intimated in a preliminary 
movement, was a politioal revolution in tho Ter¬ 
ritory, ana the next Delegate chosen to Congress 
was the late Jonathan Jennings, then a young 
man, who continued to be re-elected till 1816, 
when the Constitution of Indiana was formed, 
and Mr. Jennings ohosen Governor by a large 
vote. Illinois became a separate Territory in 
1809. In 1800, the population of both divisions 
was 5,866—that of Indiana 4,651—that of Illi¬ 
nois 1,215. The number of slaves reported by 
census the of 1800 was 135. 

1810—Indiana. 237 ; Illinois, 168. 

1820—Indiana had 190; In 1830, none. 
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XHumanity to the African race has ever been the plea for 

throughout Christendom, that taoitJy acknowledges the whole 
system to be radically and fundamentally wrong. Ti us, Bar¬ 
tholomew do Las Casas, in the humane feelings by which he 
was influenced, and his sympathies for the effeminate abori 
gines of the West- India Islands, whom the Spaniards destroy¬ 
ed by thousands, by compelling them to work the goldmines, 
Mgap** 4 out the polioy of importing:negro 
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C HARLES S. FRANCIS & CO., 252 Broadway, are agents 
for tbe following Reviews and Magazines, and forward 


of Science, $6 ; 
3 , $6; Littell’a 


Christian Examiner, $4: Ecleotio Magazine) 

Living Age, $6: Journal of the Franklin Institute, 
Knickerbocker Magazine, $5; Law Library, $10; Democrat¬ 
ic Review, $3; American Review, $5; Massachusetts Qiiftr 
terly Review. $3; Merchants' Magazine, $5: De Bow's Com¬ 
mercial Review, $5; Southern JLiterary Messenger, $5; 
Brownson's Quarterly Review, $3; Mrs. Kirkland's Union 
Magazine, $3; Godey’a Lady's Book, $3; Graham's Maga¬ 
zine, $3; Farmer's Library, $5; Monthly Miscellany of Re¬ 
ligion and Letters, $2; Parley's Magazine, $1; Child's Friend, 
$1.60; Playmate, $1. 

Rejtrints —London Quarterly Review, $3 per year; Edin¬ 
burgh Review, $3; Westminster and Foreign Review, $3; 
North British Review, $3-all together, $8; Blackwood's 
Magazine, $3; Medico-Chlrurgical Review, $5. 

Imported .—London World of Fashion, $5 per year: How- 

.— l, $2.50; People's Journal, $5; London Punch, 

Art-Union Journal, $7.50. 

.K 


$5: London 


supply individual 


. _periodicals, 

latever periodical works, American or Eng- 
piire. Orders from any part of the world, 
l by cash, or reference for payment in New York, 
lptly attended to. Jan. 20. 


F REE READING ROOM at the Publication Office and 
Depository of the American and Foreign Anti-Slayery 
Society, No. 22 Spruce street, New York.—The advantages 
and accommodations of this establishment (superior to any 
other of the kind in this country) are positively free to all. 
In addition to all the Liberty party newspapers now publish¬ 
ed, will-be found a variety of others, Anti-Slavery, favorable, 
and Pro-Slavery, comprising, in all, files of nearly one hun¬ 
dred weekly, semi-monthly, and monthly periodicals, pub¬ 
lished in nineteen of the United States, in Canada, Great 
Britain, France, and Holland. A special invitation is extend¬ 
ed to friends and strangers visiting New York, to spend their 
leisure time in looking over this extensive collection of useful 
information. 

The National Era is received at the Reading Room, from 
Washington, by the earnest mail, and single copies may be 
purchased every Friday morning. 

Nov. 11. _ WILLIAM HAKNKD, Office Agent. 


._.rraon preached in the I3th Presbyterian Church, New 
York, on Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 1847, by Rev. 
Samuel D. Burch&rd. A few copies have been secured, and 
can be purchased only of the subscriber. Price 12 1-2 cents. 

Also, “ A Discourse delivered at the Plymouth Church, 
Brooklyn, New York, on Thanksgiving Day, the 25th of 
November, 1847: By Henry Ward Beedher”-a hand¬ 
some covered pamphlet of 28 pages octavo, which should hare 
a place in the library of every Anti-Slavery man. Price 121-2 
cents single, $1 per dozen. For sale at the Anti-Slavery De¬ 
pository, 22 Spruce street, New York, by 
Jan. 6. WILLIAM HARNED. 


B‘£ 


JAMES BIRNEY, Notary Public and Commissioner t 
- ike acknowledgments of deeds and depositions for tho State 
of Maine, Vermont^Conneotioot, Michigan, Nei. 


ry description and style, manufao- 
®, No. i North-Gay street, Haiti- 


J ot Fayette street, west side, Baltimore, 


O FFICE FOR PATENTS—P. H. Watson, Attorney and 
Solioitor of Patents, Washington, D. C., would inform 
Inventors and others, that he receives models, prepares ape- 

patent for the same, both in this oountry and in Knrope; he 
also makes researches, furnishes information, and transaois 
ail other business relating to his profession; for which, Mb 
charges are moderate. 

Persons sending a model, or a sketch made with a pen oi 
pencil, of au,y now invention, with a Bhort description of tin 
same in a letter, addressed to him, oan be informed whethei 
it be patentable, and how a patent may be obtained withonl 
the expense and inconvenience of » journey to Washington 
Those who wish to send models oan do so with entire safety 
by boxing them up and forwarding them by any of tbe Ex 
presses whioh run between this oity lugi almost every pari 
of the oountry. 

Being a praotioai-meebanio, he om readily understand till 
parts and judge of the utility of an invention, from a rongl; 
drawing' ami description. 

T hose who may visit this eity^ to make personal examina¬ 
tions of the models of patented inventions, records, Su., pre¬ 
paratory to applying for letters patent for their own inven- 
lions, would find it to their advent age to oall upon him irn- 

suoh information as will facilitate timtraaaactiOT oi 

their busineBS, aud materially aid them in eeouring their 

Persona are frequently subjected to long and tedious delay 
and accumulated expenses, in obtaining patents, in couse- 
quenoe of having their papers and drawings imperfeotly or 
improperly prepared; and when obtained, after <*0 much 
trouble and cost, the patent often Jtils to protect the inven¬ 
tion, from the same causes which produced the delay. All 
these difficulties may be avoided by the employment of a 
competent aud faithful agent residing at the seat of Govern¬ 
ment, where he has daily access to the models and specifica¬ 
tions of patented inventions, and other sources of information 
that do not exist elsewhere, which enables him to draw up 
specifications that will amply secure the just claims of tho 
inventor, and at the same time avoid an interference with old 
inventions. By this means the rejection of an application is 
prevented, and a, strong and valid patent insured. 

specWuUy^efer^^^^^rsons^rvrtiora 6 ^ has • 
business. 

Office on F st 
opposite the Uni__ _ 

N. B. Letters musi 


M RS. R. M. OGDEN will reopen the sohool recently ... 

charge of Miss A. M. Billing, ou Monday, 3d January, 
at Mrs. Billing's residence, on Ninth street. The English 
b ranches generally H n ** iw an—at 


C OLLEGE and School Text Books, published or in 
by D. Appleton & Co., New York: 

I. Greek and Latin.— Arnold’s First Latin Book, . 

60 cents; Arnold's Second Latin Book and Practical Grammar, 
l2mo, 50 cents—or two volumes bound in one, 75 cents; Ar¬ 
nold's Cornelius Nepos, with notes. 12mo, 62 cents; Arnold's 
First Greek Book, 62 cents; Arnold’s Greek Prose Composi¬ 
tion, 12mo, 75 cents; Arnold's Greek Reading Book, 12mo; 
Arnold's Latin Prose Composition, 12mo. $1; Cicero’s Select 
Oratious, notes by Johnson, 12mo, iu press. (Others of Ar¬ 
nold's Classical series in preparation.) C msar'e Commenta¬ 
ries, notes by Spencer, 12mo, in press; Cicero, Do Senectute 
and De Amioitia, notes by Johnson, 12mo, in press: Cicero, 
De Officiis, notes by Thatcher, in press : Sewell’s Classical 
Speaker, edited by Reid, 12mo, in press; Livy, with notes by 
Lincoln, i2mo, $1; Sallust, with notes by Butler, l2mo, in 


Elementary French Reader,_,.. _. 

X1 — ithod of Learning French, edited by J. L. 

, , . _, . irehne's French Pj 

ionary, 12mo, $1.50. 


Jewett, 12mo, $1; Key tc 


III. Gernian. —Adler's Progressive German Reader, 12rao ( 
$1; Hilpert and Flugel's German aud English and English 
and German Dictidhary, compiled from the best authorities, 
one volume large 8vo, in press ; the same, abridged, 16ffio, in 
press; Ollendorff's New Method of Learning German, edited 
hy G. J. Adler, l2mo, $1.60: Key to do., 75 cents. 

IV. Italian.— Forresti's Italian Reader, 12mo, $1: Ollen¬ 
dorff's New Method of Learning Italian, edited by F. For- 
rcsti, 12mo, $1.60; Key to do.. 75 cents. 

V. Spanish. —Ollendorff's New Method of Learning Span¬ 
ish, one volume 12mo, nearly ready; a new Spanish Reader, 
in press; a new Spanish and English Dictionary, in press. 

VI. Hebi'ew.— Gesenius's Hebrew Grammar, edited by Ro' 
diger. translated from the best German edition, by Conaut, 
8vo. $2, 

VII. English. —Arnold's Lectures on Modern History, 12mo, 

$1.25; Graham's English Synonyms, edited by Professor 
Reid, of Pennsylvania University, 12nio, $1; Guizot’s Histo¬ 
ry of Civilization, rotes by Professor Henry, of New Yoik 
University, l2mo, $1: Keightley’s Mythology of Greece and 
Rome, 18mo, 42 cents; Mandeville’s Course of Reading for 
n - ' T - A '■ademies, 12mo, 7 K —*-• 

e above, 18mo, 3 
h Language, with 


D OMESTIC SEMINARY, Clinton, N. Y.—The subscri- 

institution. in the buildings formerly occupied by liim as a 
seminary for young ladies. Special attention will be given 
to the health, habits, and manners of the pupils, as well as 
to their intellectual and moral improvement. Able teachers 
will be employed, and a high character maintained in all those 
respects which render an institution attractive to young la¬ 
dies seeking a superior education, and to parents who are so¬ 
licitous for the highest welfare of their ohildren. Circulars 
furnished on application. - H. H. KELLOGG, 

Sept. 30.—3w Clinton, Oneida county, N. V. 


VX vert street .—On hand, and made to order, evei 
size and shape of Feather Beds. Bolsters, and PilhN 
quantity, and of such quality as lias won for the subs< 

' tly merited name of keeping the best, sweetest, ana oneap- 
feather beds in all Baltimore. Also on hand, and made 
order, all sizes of Hair, Moss, Husk, Wool, Cotton, and 
_ ...aw Mattresses and- Palliases. In store, a large assortment 
of newest patterns Paper Hangings, suitable for parlors, halls, 
dining rooms, chambers, Ac. Paper Hanging done at a mo¬ 
ment’s notice. Upholstering done in all its branches. 

N. B. Prices low, terms cash, and one price asked. 

April 29,-tf _ W. P, SPENCER. 


rpo THE LADIES.—Thom as H. Stanford, southeast 
X corner of Saratoga and Green streets, Baltimore, keepe 
constantly on hand, and makes to order, the most fashionable 
Ladies, Misses, and Children's Shoes, of every description 
md material, and of the best quality, at the following low 
barges, reduced from his former prices- He sol la nothing 
mt hi a own make; ooiuwquently, ne la prepared fo warrant 

7 Tkick E &Qles°—G*i tiers, $2 to $2,26; Half Gaiters, $1.601* 
51.75; F. Boots, $1.25; Jefferson's and Ties, $1.12 1-2. 

Thin Soles— 'Pip and Ties, 70 cents to $1, White Satin 
$1.37; Black Satin, $1.26; Clash, $1. 

Misses and Children's in proportion. Satin Shoes made foi 
$1, when the ladies furnish the satin. April 22. 


W‘ 


1LLIAM B. JARVIS, Jun., Attorney and Counsellor 
at Law, Columbus, Ohio. Office up stairs in Heren 

-Building, between American Hotel and Neil House. 

Business connected with the profession, of all kinds, puno- 


T HE Proprietors of the Gay street Chair Ware Rooms 
would inform their friends and the public generally, thai 
they have now on hand a very splendid assortment of Parlor 


and other Chairs, c< 


... fitry. They would also inform shipping r_, 

they have also on hftnd Shipping Chairs or all kinds; also, 
Bronze, Split Cane, Cane Seats, Tops, Chair Stuff, Ac.; all 
which they are willing to sell on most accommodating berms. 
- & j. b. MATHIOT. 


Baltimore, April 22. 


_- this Institution will 

day, December 7th, to continue fifteen w 
Tuition in English, thirty-three cenl 

gnage. Students can be accommodated in the family of the 
Preceptor for two dollars per week. This charge includes 

The undersigned will furnish satisfactory references, i 
lied to by letter. 

Dec, 2.—4t _ O. Yf. ALBEE, 


T HOMAS BUTLER, Boot and Shoe Maker , may still 
found at his old stand, No. 225 Pratt street, Baltimc 
prepared to manufacture the cheapest and best work, for 
•* 5 ““ gentlemen. April 29 


B EERS’S TEMPERANCE HOTEL, Third street, north 
of Pennsy lvania avenue, and near the Railroa/t Depot , 
shington City. Prices to suit the times. April 29.—tf 


D ll. JOHN ROSE, Botanic Physician , and Practilionei 
of Electro-Magnetism, may be found at his office, 227 
West Pratt street^ Baltimore, until 9 A. M.,and between 19 


ss professionally engaged. 


S PENCER A NORTH, Attorneys and Counsellors 
Law, Syracuse, New York. 

Office, Standard Buil “ 

Jan. 28.—tf 


L Buildings. ISRAEL S. SPENCER. 


JOHN W. NOKTII. 

J UST PUBLISHED, under the direction of tbe Executive 
Committee of the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society. “Letters to Professor Stowe and Dr. Bacon, on 
God’s Real Method with Great Social Wrongs, in which the, 
Bible is vindicated from grossly erroneous interpretations. 
Amos A. Phelps." 

The numerous friends of the respected author will be glad 

spent the last days^of his life, is’now published^ in a large 
mo Friii, on fine paper, and with handsome type, making a 
lume of 168 pages. With a view to its extensive oircula- 
m, the work has been stereotyped, and is offered for sale at 
e low price of 37 1-2 cents bound in cloth, or '25«ceuts in 
pamphlet form, which can be sent by mail at a charge of 
7 1-2 cents for postage. 

The usual discount to booksellers. 

For sale at the Anti-Slavery'Depository, 22 Spruce street, 
New York, by WILLIAM HARNED. 

Dec. 23. _ Publishing Agent, 


J OURNAL OF THE AMERICAN TEMPERANCE 
UNION.—This valuably monthly, published at New 
York, under the editorial care of the Rev. John Marsh, Cor¬ 
responding Secretary and Supervisor of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee, will commence its twelfth volume on the 1st of J an¬ 
uary. It invites the subscription of gentlemen of reading 
and reflection in all parts of the country; promising able edi- 
rial articles, suited to the times; the best selections, sta¬ 
tics, facts, temperanoe correspondence and intelligence 
- jm all parts of the world, in a stylo and dress equal to the 
best publications of the day. 

Terms—one dollar, single copy; five dollars for ten copies, 
sent to one direction. Money sent in the mail at the risk of 
the publisher. Direct, “ Journal of Temperance Union, Nevs 


YT7M. GUNNISON, Gent 
W Bowhfs Wharf Balli 




“-Mu : 


A LOT OF GUNS, the largest and best selected in tht 
market.—Among them are a large number of Chance A 
Son’s make, so celebrated for strong and oorreot shootii 
oan be stripped and examined, and, 

-1 they not prove to be as represented, ouey can i 

changed. A great variety of everything appertaining 

business. Blunt A Sims’s celebrated six-shatters, at re_ 

prices, together with a large assortment of Pistols, of variouf 
patterns. Rifles made to order at the shortest notice, an 1 
sold low for cash. 

JAS. H. MERRILL, Practical Gun Maker, 
April 29;—tf 66 South street, one door nQr x lh qf Pp , itt . 


N EW BOOKS, at the Anti-Slavery Depository , 22 Spruci 
street. New York. 

Life of Benjamin Lundy —316 pages, 12mo; bound In mus¬ 
lin; with a portrait by Warner, and a beautiful colored map 
of California, Texas, Mexico, and part of the United States: 
deluding his journeys to Texas and Mexico, and a notice oi 
le Revolution in Hayti. Price 75 cents. 

Facts for the People —a pamphlet of 142 pages—a eompila- 
on from the writings of Hon. William Jay, Hon. J. R. Gid- 
dings, J. G. Palfrey, and others, on the relations of the Unit¬ 
ed States Government to Slavery, and embracing a history oi 
the Mexican War, its origin and ohaects. By Loring Moody 
Boston, Massachusetts. Price 20 cents. 

The Young Man—or Lectures for the Times. By Rev. 
Wiliam W. Patton, Hartford, Connecticut. 214 pages, 12mo. 
ound in muslin. Price 62 1-2 cents. '* 

Argument on Sectas-mnism —by Gerrit Smith—an octavo 
pamphlet of 38 pages. Prioe 12 1-2 cents. 

Picture of Slavery —for Youth—by the author of “tbe 
landed Hand," Ac. 36 pages, 12ffio, with several engrav- 

New Tracts, at eighty cents per hundred. 

No. 1. Slavery and the Slave Trade at the Nation's Cap- 
;al. 

No. 2. Facts for tbe People of the Free States. 

No. 3. Catechism of the Mexican War. 

N o. 4. Shall we give Bibles to 3,000,000of American Slaves ? 

For sale, as above, by WILLI AM HARN ED, 

July 22. 22 Sprnoe street, Agent. 

md slop-fed 

93 Water street, near Walnut, Cincinnati, Q, 


T ARD WANTED.—Cash paid for 
Lard. EM]J - 


IMPORTANT TO TEACHERS AND 
SCHOOL COMMITTEES. 

N&v Series of Reading BookSj by Joshua Leavitt, au¬ 
thor of Jjeavitt’s Easy Lessons. 

TOHN F. JEWETT & CO., 23 CornUU, Bookseller’a Row, 
v Boston, hare in qnitse of publication one of the most val¬ 
uable and elegant series oi Benders for Common Schools 

wil 1 bo eoinpriaed iu four Books, as follows T ° f i 5 ' 05 *’ 1 ' They 
r/ie Primer or First Boo k, or Little Less ms for Little 
Learners, containing 72 pages 18xuo, elegantly illustrated 
with nxmerous designs by Mallory, printed on new type ami 
superior paper, and'bound in full cloth, with gilt sides, mak¬ 
ing a serviceable, elegant, and.attractive book for a child. 

The Second Hook, or Leavitt’s Lasy Lessons, is a work 
whioh has been so universally approved by the 
in .New England for twenty years past, that no 
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Easy Lessons, b_.,____ 

ars. The sprightly and attractive style 
Second Book runs through the Third. Gr 
taken, in the selection of pieces, to get sue] 

possible 
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youthful mind, believing that it is next to im- 
ach a child to read well from a heavy, dull, 
•esting text book. This volume is a 12wo of 
0 pages, printed and bound in tho best manner. 

The Fourth Reader is intended for tho higher classes in 
oonunon schools, and contains pieees of a still higher charac¬ 
ter than those iu the preoeding hooks. The author has stu¬ 
diously avoided the introduction into this volume of extends 
from elaborate essays, speeches, dissertations, &e., and has 
aimed to meet the wants 1 of the scholar in the school room. 
He has selected and arranged snch pieces as he believes are 
calculated to arouse and inapirit a school, ami make good 
readers; and has rejected many pieces of sterling character, 
and of great literary merit, deeming them altogether above 
-he comprehension of the mass of scholars in our common 
'bools. This volume will be ready about tho 1st September 
The attention of teachers and school committees is partic¬ 
ularly called to the eleguat and substantial style of this «e- 

-ies of Headers, to the-- —--> • ' • 

a the very low price 
id to sell tb— 
led with si 
Sept. 23.- 


ihern. We hope for large sales, and shall b 
imall profits. JOHN T. JEWETT & 0 
.—3mif Boston, U 


THE CLOTHING ESTABLISHMENT 
IN BOSTON. 

F OR years, the first and only house which has adhered to 
that popular system of 

Low Prices for Gentlemen’s Clothing, 

s that widely known amj^ universally celebrated Clothing 

OAK HALL— Geo. W. Simmoms, Proprietor. 

The excellence of the plan whioh he originally designed, 
and whioh has been by him so successfully prosecuted, is not 
only appreciated by the pnb)ie f but to some extent approved 
t"» -he Trade—at least so r — -- - ‘—“— a.- 




the imitations lately intro- 


ires to buyers every description of 

GENTLEMEN’S CLOTHING, 

AT THE VERY LOWEST SCALE OF PRICESl 
The elegant, display of goods at Simmons’s Oak Rail, em¬ 
bracing the latest importations from London and Paris, are 
manufactured under his own personal superintendence and 

suir^olmhM^wol^oufailw^?™ 1 tK^pnmS of a good 
nity of selecting from the largest stook’every variety^ofele- 
wMobma W be had {J^ 8 ,®? 00118 n ‘™ r ’J 1 lh “ United and 

a Buperb assortment^of rangers; tiionto 

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING, 

At lower rates thau can be purchased at any oilier es¬ 
tablishment on the faco of the globe, and at prices 
less than ever before offered, even at Simmons’s. 

1’. S. Wholesale traders, look to this. Thousands of dozens 
of Coats, Pants, Vests, and furnishing goods, cheap. 

K7- Entrance at No. 32 Oak Hall, Nos.- 32, 3-1, 30, and 38, 
Atm Btreet, near the head of Merchant's Row, Boston. 


'TPHE LIBERTY ALMANAC FOR 1848, compiled by the 
A Rev. Joshua Leavitt, and published by the American 
and Foreigu Auti-Siavery Society, contains, iu addition to 
the usual calculations, astronomical tables, &c., a great vari¬ 
ety of important facts and statistics, bearing directly upon 
the subject of stavery^not t.o be found in any other publica¬ 
tion’of the question in S' country. In the confldenfex- 
pcotatiou of a large demand, the work has been handsomely 
si ereotyped, and printed oxagood paper; and, to secure its ex- 
fensive circulation, the wholesale price has been fixed at the 
following reduoed rates: 260 oopies, or upwards,.at $30 per 
thousand; 100 ox 200 copies, at $3.50 per hundred; 60 copies 
for $2; 26 copies for $1. 

AH orders must be accompanied by the cash, and dcsignats 
the mode yf conveyance by which they are to be forwarded. 
Post, oifioe stamps may be sent for fraotions of a dollar. 

The friends of universal emanoipatiem are earnestly called 
upon to aid in giving this valuable Anti-Slavery document a 

’ *- ' ion to the present state of things in thiB country. 

tie, wholesale and retail, at the Office and Depository 
American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, No. 22 
street, New York, by 

WILLIAM HARNED, Publishing. Agent. 
Inti-Slavery papers will please copy. Oct. 14. 


•.d Nursery of Parsrn 


enabled to furnish, on the most reasonable 
Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Vines, See. During tbe past, year, 
their colleotion has been (jnriobed by many novelties from 
Europe, whioh will be found worthy the attention of ama¬ 
teurs. Dealers will be supplied on liberal terms. Catalogues 
furnished gratis, on application by mail to the proprietors, ot 
personally at 10 Pine street, New Yor k. Sept. 16.—8t 


PRO VED^ LAKD^OIL.-N o. L Lard Oil, for Lamps; 


The following lei 


— Machinery—in good chipping order, 
speaks of its quality: 

lade full trial of the N o. 2 Lard Oil, whioh I pur¬ 
chased of thee, apd am happy to state that I can apeak deci¬ 
dedly in its praise. I have used it on woo4 of different grades, 
from the common or native to the Pall-blood merino, in the 
process of manufacturing cloth, and find it abetter article of 
No. 2 than i ha™ at any time heretofore need. 1 ha 

found it equally excellent in.. 

For sale by 

THOMAS 

June 24. 


pa for. shop lights.” 

rAS EMERY, Lard Oil Manufacturer, . 
No. 33 W ater stroet, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
«d Eeigrao, 


J HALL, Designer and. Engraver, No. 8 Eutaw st. 

• opposite the Eutaw Rouse, Baltimore .—Drawings of 
Buildings, Machinery, Specifications for the Patent Office, 
tea. Seals, Steel Letters, and all kinds of Wood and Cop¬ 
perplate Engraving, executed at the shortest notice. Fat- 
‘irus for Castings made, Brands and Stencils out to order. 
Drawing School .—Instruction given in the art of Draw - 


infonns his friends and the ) 


best style for those who prefer finding their own cloth. 

a™.i,i,-i .-*o give satisfae- 

April 22—ly 


OHN JOLL1KFE, Attorney and Counset 


y, Esq,, Blacbly & Simpson, _______ 

inati; Hon. 1. W. Price, Hon. J. J. MoDowell,Hillsborough, 
lio; A. W. Fagin, St. Louis; J. J. Coombs, GaUipcIis; N. 
„arrier, Esq., West Union, Ohio; Dr. A. Brow*, Lawreuce- 
burg, Indiana; S. Galloway. Columbus,Ohio; Col. J.Taylor, 
Newport, Kentucky; Gen. R. Collins,MaysviUe, Kentucky. 


C HARLES PHILLIPS, Betthanger, Locksmith, and 
in General, may be found at the old stand, N 
Front street, opposite the Stone Tavem, Baltimore, 
put up in the country at the shortest notice, and on th 


YTTTNDOW SHADES.—Guo.. .. 

VV his Painting Rooms to the soufheast comer of South 
aud Baltimore streets, Baltimore, where he will omtous to 
rooeive orders for painting the raohieuable Transparent 
Window Shades, which have had so much preference to any 
otheT Blind einoe their introduction into this country from 
Europe. In addition to tile Window Shades, he will also 
continue the Decoration of Stores and Halls. Signs lettered, 
Banners and Flags for Military and Fire Companies, &o. He 
respectfully solicits a, share of patronage from those who may 
be desirous of obtaining any article in his line. We have a 
itock of Window Shades, of tho latest Btyie, from $1 to $2S 
per pair. __April 22. 


N O. 37 CHEAPSIDE.—J. D. Akmstkono & Thorntow, 
Tobacco and Cigar Warehouse. Tobacco in large and 
small packages; Cigars in packages of 60,100,125, and 250. 


iLUMBK NATIONAL DAGUERKEAN GALLERY 
- AND PHOTOGRAPHERS’FURNISHING DEPOTS; 
awarded the gold and silver medals, four first premiums, and 
two highest honors, at the National, the Massachusetts, tha 
New York, and Pennsylvania Exhibitions, respectively, for 
the mort splendid colored Daguerreotypes aud best apparatus 

Portraits takenin exquisite style, without regard toweatber. 

Instructions given in the art, 

A large assortment of apparatus and stook always on hand, 

: the lowest cash prioes. 

New York,251 Broadway; Philadelphia, 136 Chesnut street; 
Boston, 75 Court and 58 Hanover streets; Baltimore, 2U5 Bal¬ 
timore street; Washington, Pennsylvania avenue; Peters¬ 
burg, Virginia, Mechanics’ Hall; Cincinnati, Fourth and 
Walnut, and 176 Main street: Saratoga Springs. Broadway; 
Paris, 127 Vieille Kuo du Temple; Liverpool,' 32 Church, 


D ENTISTRY.—Dr. Leach, Surgeon and Mechanical Den¬ 
tist, North Charles street, opposite St. Paul’s church, 
Baltimore, attends to all Dental operations in the best man- 

-id at very reasonable prices. Having facilities not pus- 

by any other person in his profession, he is enabled to 
the best, Porcelain Teeth at about one-lialf the usual 

durability: canuot be surpassed. iJecayed Teeth stopped by 
filling, and every plug warranted permanent. Tbe Lethean 
administered in Surgioal operations, when desired. Extract- 


N. B.—Persons who have 


,newer the desired purpose. 


J B. WHEATON, Wholesale and Retail Druggist, keeps 
• constantly on hand a well-selected assortment of drugs 

putty, la 


chemicals, paints, oils, dye stuffs, window 

„-,. - .y, large glass for pictures, artists’ prepared 

colors, artists’ brushes, pencils, crayons, water colors, &e. • 


Holy Bible, by Willi: 

. hrist Mu- .-ii If, wl 

the Depository of the American and foreign Anti-Slavery So¬ 
ciety. Pric’e, bound in muslin, 37 h2 cents single, $3 per 
dozen; in japer covers, 25 cents single, $2.25 per dozen. 

asch, designate how the Kotiks are ts be sent, and be ad¬ 
dressed to • WILLIAM HARNED, 

Nov. 11.__22 Spruce street,New York. 


jyjAULDEN FERINE’S Earthenware Pottery, corner of 
livered in any part o/the city, fre’e of oartage. April 29. 

J OHN G. WILMOT, Paper Hanger and Upholsterer, No- 
96 Baltimore street, near Holliday street, is prepared (o 
do all kinds of Paper Hanging and Upholstering, at the short 
eat notice. Superior Venitign Blinds made to order; also 
Husk, Moss, and Hair Mattresses. Country merchants sup 
plied on very reasonable terms. April 20. 


M°bo 


on Wednesday, November 3, and wiU continue till April 
1,1848—five months. Pupils are received from eight to six¬ 
teen years of age. The number is limited to twenty-five. 
Catalogues and circulars, containing, together with a list of 
the pupils and their residences,^ statement of the character, 
plan, and object of the sohool, may be obtained by addressing 
the Principal, at AmherBt, Mass._ Sept. 16.—St 


...j permanently located his establishment in the Wash¬ 
ington Hall Building, No. 5 South Front street, near Balti¬ 
more street, where he is prepared to serve old or new cus- 
the most favorable terms, and with despatch. 


omers, on the 
April 29. 














